Preface

- The aim of this book is to provide a theoretical and practical guide to evolution-
'. sy biogeography for advanced undergraduate and beginning graduate students,
. ac=demics, and anyone concerned with the study of biogeographic patterns and
. esir evolution. It provides an introduction to evolutionary biogeography, its basic
. semcepts, history, approaches, methods, developments, and case studies. I have
 sesumed that the readers have a basic knowledge of phylogenetic systematics,
o dadistic methods are not detailed. Some existing books deal with a specific
{ Bsogeographic approach or with several methods but fail to provide a coherent
. &amework from which one can choose the most appropriate, leaving the reader
_ wmwertain about how to address a particular problem. I discuss the available meth-
s and suggest the appropriate step of a biogeographic analysis in which to use
"--r particular one. The case studies (most from my own research) are intended to
__ the reader make a rational choice from among the approaches and methods
 wmiisble. 1 have also included problems, questions for discussion, and a glossary
._h ~=n be used in the classroom.
. In recent decades, biogeography has undergone much debate. Dispersalists,
: sogeographers, cladistic biogeographers, ecological biogeographers, macro-
\seslogists, and phylogeographers, among others, have disputed the relative merits
. #heir approaches but have not worked toward their integration. However, a few
&or< have noted this lack of interaction recently and have stated that the inte-
of approaches and methods in biogeography is a salient issue. I hope this
& can contribute to a future integrative biogeography.
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» Mirquez, Susana Magallén, Juan Méarquez Luna, Rafael Miranda Esquivel,
o Navarro Siglienza, Gareth Nelson, Silvio Nihei, Federico Ocampo, Jestis
Wliwero, Rod Page, Gerardo Pérez-Ponce de Ledn, Paula Posadas, Raimundo Real,
w==o Roig-Jufient, Adriana Ruggiero, Luis A. Sdnchez-Gonzalez, Claudia Szu-
Fieman Vézquez, and Mario Zunino for helpful and stimulating discussions.
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=nts on parts of the manuscript. Patrick Fitzgerald (Columbia University
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