Preface

I undertook the writing of this book during a yearlong stay at the Institute for
Advanced Study, Wissenschafeskolleg, in Berlin, Germany. At that point in time,
1 had been involved in speciation research for about a decade. However, upon
commencing the writing of the book, it came clear how little 1 knew. Thus, writing
this book was a true leaming experience, and one that was made possible only
by the freedom from other academic responsibilities that was provided by the
Wissenschaftskolleg, For this, 1 am greatly indebted to the Wissenschaftskolleg
and to Axel Meyer for inviting me to participate in a working group there, I thank
Axel and the other two members of that group, Jim Mallet and Jeff Feder, as well as
fellow Robert Trivers for ongoing scientific discussions concemning speciation,
I thank Héléne Collin for many discussions during the writing of this book, and
for enduring many days and nights in Berlin where all T did was work on the book.

Although I commenced the task of writing that year in Berlin, it took three years
to complete the project. Numerous people are to be thanked. In particular, I am most
indebted to my mentors over the years. In particular, [ thank those involved in my
eniry into research in evolutionary biology, including Tom Reimchen, Bernie
Crespi, Cristina Sandoval, Arne Mooers, Felix Breden, and Dolph Schluter. Tom
has provided an endless source of inspiration and metivation. At tmes in our
scientific careers we are lucky enough to meet exceptional people, those with truly
thoughtful and unique perspectives. These are the people that when they open their
mouths, we know we should listen carefully to what they say. even if ultimately we
might disagree. Tom has been that person for me. Others, such as Dolph, have
played similar roles. Dolph’s work strongly influenced me, and his support and
insight over the years cannot be overstated, and is much appreciated. More recently,
I had the fortune to engage in a fun and fruitful collaboration with Jeff Feder.
Discussions with him influenced me in positive and creative ways. 1 thank my
mentors for their ongoing support, as well as their constructive criticism,

For comments on drafts of specific chapters of the book, [ thank Scott Egan, Mait
Wilkins, Joey Hubbard, Rudy Riesch, Kei Matsubayashi, Issei Ohshima, Justin
Meyer, Sergey Gavrilets, David Lowry, Daniel Ortiz-Barrientos, Rowan Barrett,
Scott Pavey, Yael Kisel, Fred Guillaume, and Jim Mallet. My doctoral students, Tim
Farkas and Aaron Comeault read a draft from cover to cover, providing much
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constructive criticism along the way. For this, [ am indebted, Dolph Schluter and Ole
Seehausen provided numerous useful comments on a complete draft. The book
benefited from discussion with members of a graduate course on speciation, includ-
ing Matt Wilkins, Joey Hubbard, Loren Sackett, Se Jin Song, Sharon Aigler,
Rebecca Povilus, Brent Hawkins, Timothy Farkas, Christine Avena, Amanda
Wills, Robert Jadin, and Bader AlHajeri. Finally, I thank numerous other co-authors
and colleagues with whom | have worked on and discussed speciation with, includ-
ing Héléne Collin, Maria Servedio, Daniel Funk, Michael Kopp, Sander Van Doorn,
Rebecca Safran, Samuel Flaxman, Axel Meyer, Scott Egan, Zach Gompert, Tom
Parchman, Alex Buerkle, Daniel Ortiz-Barrientos, Sean Rogers, Christine Parent,
Steve Springer, Jeff Joy, Rutger Vos, Andrew Hendry, John Endler, Michael Turelli,
Trevor Price, Jenny Boughman, Daniel Bolnick, Juan Galindo, Daniel Duran,
Gabriel Perron and Howard Rundle. 1 extend my apologies to anyone forgotten,
and am very grateful for the many friends within the scientific community that I have
had the pleasure of interacting with,

T also thank my parents and sister for their lifelong support of whatever curiosities
engaged me at the time. | thank my editors at Oxford University Press, Helen Eaton
and lan Sherman, for their advice and encouragement. Finally, I note that although
this book clearly could not have come to fruition without the support and intellect of
numerous colleagues, any errors contained within are my responsibility alone.




