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The stories in this book are based on the published scientific work
of many extraordinary scientists. I have not associated their names
with the discoveries chronicled in this book. According to con-
semporary publishing habits in biology, the name of the senior
person in the laboratory is usually last in the list of authors. Often,
the work is, nevertheless, identified by and credited to that per-
son’s name. Forgotten in this method are the several students and
postdoctoral fellows who actually did the laboratory and green-
Bouse work under the direction and inspiration of the senior scien-
sist. That senior is also responsible for obtaining the financial
resources required for the work. I am indebted to the published
scientific papers of all these scientists for teaching me about flow-
ering and making it possible to share their stories with readers.

Elliot Meyerowitz at Caltech is a leading plant biologist whose
~ work has had a major influence on scientific descriptions of flow-
ering. His generosity with ideas and clarifications has been a great
Belp to me as I educated myself into the marvelous stories about
Blossoming. I am very grateful for his advice; it helped me clarify
- some complex mechanisms. I thank Laura Youman Debole for the
lowely line drawings that grace this book.

1 also thank my colleague Susanne Garvey at the Carnegie
Imstitution for Science for reading the whole manuscript and pro-
widing suggestions. She is one of those rare kumanists who knows
Bow to read science.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Any errors that remain in the text are my own doing.

Finally, I thank my friend of many decades, Naomi Felsenfeld,
for being a great companion as a knowledgeable wild flower
hunter. She does insist on one very helpful caution, namely, not to
bother trying to identify the many small, daisy like flowers. She
says the same thing about small brown birds...but birds are her

thing, not mine.
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