Preface

Cg The firse edition of The Rat Nervous System
served as a laboratory reference book in neuro-
science because it provided not only comprehensive reviews
but also original abservations by researchers intimately con-
nected with their subject matter. Because of the clarity of
its presentations, it also served as a textbook in graduate
COUrSes In neuroscience,

Most of the authors of the first edition participated in
the second edition. It was the experience of these authors
that their fields had advanced so far in the decade since the
publication of the first edition that they could not reuse
much of whar they had written before.

The second edition of The Rat Nervous System has a
broader scope than its predecessor and features:

1. Chapters from most of the authors whose
contributions to the first edition became indispensible
references in their fields

2. Chapters covering additional systems written by some
of the leading scientists in these fields

3. Over 400 accurately constructed illustrations that

permit a better appreciation of the organization of
“bgain than written descriptions could have provided
4. New concepts anchored on original observarions
presented herein

It has been the ambition of those involved in the second
edirion of The Rat Nervous Systew thar it hecome a primary
source of information for the scientist and student interested
in structural and svstems neuroscience.
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