Primatology and primate evolution have changed consider-
ably in the two and a half decades since the first edition
of Primate Adapiation and Evolution was written. Like all
other areas on knowledge, our knowledge of these subjects
has increased dramatically, and the published literature
manyfold. There are more species, more sites, more stud-
ies, more techniques, more analyses, more articles, more
journals, and, hopefully, more understanding. But there is
also more evidence of just how limited out current knowl-
edge actually is, and how much it is likely to change in the
future, This; like every other book, is perhaps best viewed
as a progress report rather than a synthesis.

In this edition, every chapter has been revised and
rewritten, some much more than others. All of the tables
have been redone; there are many new figures; and most
of the references are new. Some of these changes deserve
further explanation.

The number of recognized primate species has risen dra-
matically in the past decade. There are many reasons for
this. Partly it reflects an extensive increase in fieldwork in
remote parts of the world that has generated a greater appre-
ciation of the details of primate biogeography and diversity.
In addition, the increasing influence of molecular system-
atics has generated new insights into the genetic diversity
among primate populations. Finally, the widespread use of
the Phylogenetic Species Concept has had a major effect
on the abilities and willingness of systematists to describe
and diagnose new or forgotten taxa. In general, I have used
the IUCN Red List website in creating the tables of extant
species in this volume. However, this increase in recognized
primate species has created problems in the use of older lit-
erature for retrieving information about the behavior, ecol-
ogy, body mass or limb proportions of individual taxa. For
example, data that in previous decades, or previous editions
of this book, were attributed to the single species of woolly
lemur, Avahi laniger, may well have been derived from one
of several other species now recognized as distinet in that
genus. Readers should thus view the data in the tables espe-
cially as only rough estimates for the purpose of broad com-
parisons, not detailed analyses.

In previous editions, 1 tried to provide body mass esti-
mates from most species of fossil primates derived from
a single regression formula based on molar tooth dimen-
sions. However, in the current edition T have relied more on

estimates of the size of fossil species from a wide variety
of sources in the literature, based on many different param-
eters. Thus many estimates across taxa are not method-
ologically comparable. They are meant to give the reader a
general appreciation for the size of extinet taxa in a general
sense and are not meant to be suitable for detailed analyses.

As in previous editions, I have included two types of
references for each chapter, There are peneral references
which provide broad reviews of the topics covered in that
chapter. These are designed to provide more detailed docu-
mentation and discussion, and in some cases, alternative
views on the material discussed in that chapier. In addition,
there are numerous citations within the text of each chapter
that are listed as cited references at the end of the chapter.
These are not meant to provide a comprehensive or even
representative documentation for the contents of the chap-
ter. Rather they are meant to provide the readers with an
entry into the literature regarding particular facts and ideas
that I found mteresting and/or significant. In particular, 1
have ciled relatively recent publications that may not appear
in the larger General references. However, in the early part
of the twentieth century, [ fully expect any reader will be
able to find numerous additional references o any topic in
this book through an online search.

This edition of Primate Adapiation and Evelution con-
tains many additional illustrations. As with previous editions
I have limited these to line drawings and black and white
photos with an emphasis on comparisons rather than docu-
mentation and description. Nevertheless, I appreciate that
these do not capture the remarkable beauty and diversity of
living primates or the details of morphology that are available
in various other media, including videos and 3-dimensional
figures. Readers are wrged to look more widely for addi-
tional illustrative materials, and 1 especially recommend Al
the World's Primares (www.alltheworldsprimates.org).

This edition has benefitted from the generous advice,
assistance and expertise of many people. The efforts and
contributions of those listed in previous editions are still
greatly appreciated. For help with this edition, [ thank
the following people, in no particular order; Alfred
Rosenberger, Todd Disotell, Callum Ross, Colin Groves,
Richard Kay, James Rossie, Tim Smith, Chris Kirk, Mark
Coleman, Stephanie Maoiline, Doug Boyer, Steve Leigh,
Andreas Koenig, Carola Borries, Charles Janson, Tim
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Clutton-Brock, Katie Hinde, Erin Vogel, Peter Lucas, Mate
Dominy, Vivek Venkataraman, Diane Doran-Sheehy, Scott
Suvarez, Herman Pontzer, Patricia Wright, Chia Tan, Mireya
Mayor, Shawn Lehman, Rachel Jacobs, Laurie Godfrey,
Tim Ryan, Bill Jungers, Brigitte demes, Betsy Dumont,

Suzanne Strait, Sara Martin, Anja Deppe, lan Tatter-

sall, Myron Shekelle, Dan Gebo, Marion Dagosto, Anna
Mekaris, Anne Yoder, Christian Roos, Russ Mitermeier,
Sharon Gursky, Peter Kappeler, Tony DiFiore, Marilyn
Norconk, Alfred Rosenberger, Paul Garber, Anthony Rylands,
Leila Porter, Mark Van Roosmalen, Barth Wright, Karen
Wright, Scott McGraw, Joan Silk, Chris Gilbert, Eric Sargis,
Alice Elder, Wendy Erb, David Fernandez, Jessica Rothman,
Jessica Lodwick, Michael Steiper, Richard Wrangham,
John Mitani, Dan Lieberman, Sarah Hrdy, Kristen Hawkes,
Kim Hill, Kaye Reed, Jason Kamilar, Sandy Harcourt,
Oliver Schulke, Julia Oster, Jon Bloch, Philip Gingerich,
Frank Brown, Thure Cerling, Craig Feibel, lan McDougall,
Mary Silcox, Stephen Chester, Gregg Gunnell, Xijun Ni, Matt
Cartmill, Ken Rose, Lawrence Flynn, Chris Heesy, Elwyn
Simons, Nancy Stevens, Jorn Hurum, Blythe Williams,
Walter Hartwig, Jonathan Perry, Marc Godinot, Chris Beard,
Mark Klinger, Lauren Halenar, Siobhan Cocke, Alexa
Krupp, Castor Cartelle, Ross MacPhee, Terry Harrison,
Bill Sanders, Iyad Zalmout, Jay Kelley, John Kappelman,
David Alba, Sergio Almecija, Salvador Moya-Sola, Isaac
Casanovas-Vilar, David Pilbeam, Ellen Miller, Ari
Grossman, Nina Jablonski, Rajeev Patnaik, Russ Ciochon,

Brenda Benefit, Eric Delson, Martin Pickford, Mauricio
Anton, Meave Leakey, The Turkana Basin Institute, Richard
Leakey, Carol Ward, Michael Plavcan, Peter Ungar, The
Kenya National Museum, Michel Brunet, Guy Franck,
Bill Kimbel, Adam Gordon, Bernard Wood, Brian
Richmond, Chris Stringer, Randall Susman, Fred Grine,
Karen Baab,Philip Rightmire, David Strait, lan Wallace,
Gunter Brauer, Susan Larson, Zeray Alemseged, Tim
‘White, John Shea, Lee Berger, and many others T may have
overlooked.

As with previous editions, the heart of this book is the
illustrations. Maost of these are the due to the longterm
efforts and unfailing patience of Stephen Nash and Luci
Betti-Nash. In their talented hands even the most muddled
ideas are somehow transformed into illustrations that are
crisp and understandable.

Several people were especially helpful in the produc-
tion of this edition, Mary Silcox provided the classification
of plesiadapiforms. Stevie Carnation, Amanda Kingston,
Rachel Jacobs, and lan Wallace contributed herculean
efforts in the construction and ordering of tables, figures,
and references. Amanda and Ian were invaluable in correct-
ing the proofs. Rachel wrote all of the teacher aids. Most of
all, this edition owes its existence to the sustained efforts of
Dr. Andrea Baden, whose scientific knowledge and judg-
ment, editorial, graphic and photographic skills, and overall
organizational abilities pulled it all together into a coherent
volume,




