Preface

The Meorropics comprise the tropical arcas of the Americas, from Mexico fo
Argenting. Hundreds of biogeographic studies of plant and animal taxa from this
region have been published for more than 150 years, producing a basic knowledge
that is synthesized into regionalization schemes. Tn this book, 1 address two cen-
ral questions of evolutionary biogeography: which areas are recognized within the
Neotropical region and how did their biotas evolve? In the last few decades, malecu-
=0 phyvlogenetics and parametric model-based bingeography have allowed the pos-
miation of complex hiogeographic scenarios for particolar raxa. and the search for
sonc patterns has been somewhat neglected. However, [ feel that hiogeographic
sionalizations based on the distributional patterns of plant and animal taxa are still
fevant in the twenty-first cemtury because they constitute the hackground knowl-
=dze of systematic, ceological, evolutionary, and cther kinds of studies,

The biogeographic regionalization of the Neotropical regwn presented herein
som=ists of three subregions, 1wo transition zunes, seven dominions, and 53 prov-

moes For each unit, | provide the valid name according to the Tnternational Code
o Arza Noemenclature (ICAN) followed by alist of citations and syononyms, a brief
dmaracierization, and some endemic and characteristic taxa. In order 1o deal with
mes evolution, [refer o the identification of biotas through areas of endemism and
gmaerzlized tracks, their relationships hased on track and cladistic biogeographic
gmm 2=, and, when possible, the cenocrons or biotic subsets that have been identi-
des wothan them. This atlempt of synthesis is based on a vast bibliography that T
compiled for more than two decades. T feel grateful to many authors who have
insights on the regionalization and evolulion of the Neotropical region.
v inspirational for my work were Jorge Artigas, Angel L. Cabrera, Joel
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1Sk Lone Aagesen, Tama Escalante, Cecilia Ezeurra, Livia Ledn-Paniagua,
Gn Lame Silvie Nihet, Sergio Roig-lufient, and Luis Sincher-Gonzdlez for pro-
camet] comments on a preliminary version of the manuscript, Many friends
pepgmes provided eseful discussions, helped with the bibliography, provided
o mmt ssered their deas with me: Lone Aagesen, Dalion de Sousa Amorim,
4rzna. Fabrizio Cecca, Jorge Crisci, Guadalupe del Rio, Mahe €. Ebach,
m Echeverty. Tania Escalante, Celens Espadas. David Espinosa, Cecilia
:.,__f_.a.. Ferro, lsmael Ferrusgquia-Villafranca, Gustave Flores, Oscar
“iefs Jorge Fontenla, Trene Govenechea-Maver, Gonzalo Halffter, Michiael
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Heads, Liliana Katinas, Analia Tanteri, Livia Ledn-Paniagus, Tonathan Liria, Jorge
Liorente-Bousgquets, Peter Liwenberg-Neto, [solda Luna-Vega. Juan Marguez-
Luna, Andrés Moreira-Mufioz, Adolfo Navarro-Sigiienza, Paula Posadus, Alejandra
Ribichich, Gerardo Rodrigues-Tapia, Sergio Roig-Jufient. Adriana Ruggiere, Luis
Sanchez-Gonzdles, Claudia Szumik. Estrella Urtubey, and Muario Zunino.
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