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Profeasor of Northeast Institute of Geography and Agricultural Ecology
(CAS), and Diractor of Watlands International, China

A close relationship has always existed between people and birds. The
beauty of these feathered creatures inspires us, their sheer variety and
abundance dazzle us, their ability to navigate long distances across
continents and oceans, arriving and departing in tune with the seasons,
sparks our imagination and enriches our appreciation of the natural world,
The migratory routes of these birds cover wetlands in many countries,
transcending national borders, from the arctic to the southern hemisphere,

The Yellow Sea, surrounded by China, the Democratic Peoples®
Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea, is one of the most important
coastal wetland ecosystems in the word. Hs vast tidal mud flats are an
essential staging site for shorebird migration between the southern and
northern hemispheres. During northward migration it supports more
than 30% of the estimated East Asian — Australasian Flyway population of
25 shorebird specles and camries almost the entire fiyway population for
16 specles.

To assess shorebirds numbers, and to accurately understand the
Utllization of the Yellow Sea during migration, Wetlands International in
Australia and China, togsther with local Chinese government agencies
and nature reserves around the Yellow Sea coastline, have worked
collaboratively for the past 12 years. Workshops, training courses, field
surveys and banding of shorebirds have been organised and information
for the public on waterbirds and wetlands has been disseminated.

Approximately 800 million people from China, South Korea and North
Korea live on the shores of the Yellow Sea and the tidal flats are of major
Importance for shelifish harvesting. Often people and shorebirds can be seen
working side by side. However, rapid population and econemic growth have
lecl to serious degradation and loss of wetland areas and impacted on the
regional environment in ways which may jecpardise its continued use by
shorebirds. Adoption of wise use principles for the tidal flats of the Yellow Sea
In vital to ensure that this wonderful region continues to be sustainable for
both shorebirds and people. | hope this publication, with its fantastic photos
of shorebirds, will encourage readers to give attention to the importance of
acologically sustainable developmant of this highly significant region,
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Seoul National University

Much has happened In the last two decades along the eastern Yellow Sea
coast. Traditionally, rectamation of tidal fiats was limited to agricultural
purposes. However, in only the last two decades of the 20™ century,
nearly 800 km? of coastal wetlands on the southwestern coast of Korea
have been last to reclamation for industrial nmﬁmaﬂaﬁﬁ This .m._.__ucﬁ be
ponsidared an ecological collapse,

Huge projects like Saemangeum, E_;E: enclosed 400 km? of tidal
flats Including the two estuaries of Mangyeung and Do:u__: with a 33 km
long dyke, are very destructive. .

Recent citizens’ movements to protect tidal wetlands :d_.:
reclamation have contributed to increasing public awareness about the
nature and beauty of these Korean tidal flats. The flats are also
indispensable to local inhabitants and artisanal fisheries are common
along the coast. Typically, manila clam, surf clam and razor clam are
harvested by local residenits simply going onto the tidal flats and digging
them up with hooks. Even lugworms are collected by the bare-hand
method for export to Japan as angling bait.

High _uan_._ﬁ__ﬂg__ is an-important nsmﬁnﬁ_._ﬂ_n of the ,a:a_.c Sea
coastal wetlands. A survey we conducted in the IEmwmc_._m tidal flat near
Seoul showed that annual production yielded about 150 razor clams, or
over 3 kg In wet weight, per square metre. This kind of productivity not
only supports humans, but also migrating shorebirds in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway.

Now, through public debate in the ama_m about the pros and cons
of reclamation projects, even everyday people in the sastern Yellow Sea
ragion want to protect the tidal flats from further: deterioration and
destruction. National policy in South Korea is also turning from reclamation
to conservation and wise use. However, we think the turning process
towards conservation has been slow and late, and we have already paid
too great a price for it, There still remains much to do towards securing
conservation of the Yellow Sea tidal fiats. In this respect, this book will
surely be a great contribution to enhancing public awareness about the
unique and pracious nature of the tidal flats,
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Foreword by Mr Andrew McNee
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