Preface

About this book

Fealagy af Norgl Amterica stems Trom our belief thar many
college students - and non-students — lack much aware-
ness about the natural workd in which they live. Thanks
1o the elfects of mass media, some may indeed deplore
the destrucrion of far-olf tropical rain ferests or the plight
of whales: however, oo few are acquainted with the all-
ut-vanished inland sea of tallgrass prairic. the “gator holes
of the Everglades. or the enigmaric population cycles
of Iynx {and other) animals in the sproce-fir forests of
North America here at home, Cur convictlon rests, col-
lectively, on mere than 60 yvears of college teaching and
countless public presentations. Moreover, until the first
edition appeared ne single text designed for classroom
use had anempied w survey the ecological diversity of
North America’s vast landscape. The lirst edition of Feelogy
af Merth America, dratred while one of us {EGE) taught a
course ol the same name, was therelore conceived and
eventually burn as a ool fashioned for undergraduoate
iNSrucTiom.

Shortly after the lirst edition appeared preparation
began Tor a second edition, but various clrcumstances
precluded its completion inot least EGB's retirement),
Hence, iF 2 new edition was to matedalize. & coauthor
was needed to revitalize the work. BRC then entered the
scene when, alier careers at other universities, he joined
the faculty ar UNCW as provost and professor of biology.
Notably, his teaching and research experiences paralleled
the basic themes expressed in Ecelogy of North Ameericd,
and a marriage of Interesis therealter followed, Our
assedation in fact began decades ago when BRC was
completing his doctoral work at Texas Tech University,
where EGB was then serving on the facalty and as a
member of his advisory committee, This edition is there-
[ore the result of a long-standing partmership founded an
both a deeply shared interest in plant and animal ecology
and a collegial and personal riendship,

As in the previous edition, the geographical coverage
begins in the far north (the frigid wndra), continues
sourhwward into boreal and decduous lorests, swings wesi-
ward into the interior grasslands and deseris, and con-
rinues to the western mountaing before raveling onward
10 chaparral and temperate rain forests, Sites along North
America’s long and vared coastline condude our regional
tourn We present & selection of unique areas (e the
Grand Canyon), expanded in this edition w include the
fossil history offered by the La Brea tar pits and Buzgess
shale. We also visit far-Hlung locations such as the Polar

lce Cap, Mississippi River, and Florida Keys, as well as
stopping Lo nvestigate pitcher plant bogs and other habi-
tats of interest on he way. As appropriate to a new edition,
we have supplemented and updated the previous 1oxi
with a variety of subjects ranging fromn dcada cyeles and
the moth-eating habits of bears, o the mystedous disease
now devastating bat populations and the havoc wrought
1 the Everglades by introduced pythons.

Some entirely mew leatures highlight the second edition
inchuding a chapter dedicated to coastal environiments,
amcng them seagrass commumnities, tde pools, and barrier
islands, and ecological portraits of Chesapeake Bay and
the Laguna Madre. The new chapter also describes phe-
nomena such as the vital relationship between horseshoe
crabs and migrant shorebirds, “Intoboxes” likewise appear
for the first time; these present stand-alone descriptions,
including blographies, as disparate as spirit bears, Lucy
Braun, and the conservation sicoesses of gray whales and
Maine's pulfin colonies. To our delight, color photos now
complement the gallery of black and while images.

Each chapier ends with “Readings and references.”
soanie of which present basic descriptions of community
structure. These appeared early i the development of
coology, ver stll provide an essential [oundation lor
many readers. Others sources which have been pub-
lished more recently represent new discoveries and
refinements of previous concepts, such as: revelations
ahout the hunting success of spirit bears; evidence of
inbreeding depression in Isle Royale's isolated  woll
population: the biotic community in the canopy of tow-
cring redwoods: and expanding knowledge of the bene-
fictal impacts of nutrients derived (rom salmon carcasses,
We alse list works of greater scope for those seeking
deeper insight into the subjects at hand,

Our focus

This edition, updated with both new and expanded cov-
erage, broadly targets an audience of both undergrad-
nate smodents and the general public. In doing so, we
continue writing In a “user-friendly” format that appends
Latin taxé and literature sources instead of embedding
these within the text in the style of scientific journals,
Understandably, some professional biologlsts may faull
our format, but we aim to hold the arrentdon of readers
whi inay place higher priorities on the primary message
of the ook, For the same reason, we shied from marching
lockstep through a catalog of species, soil ypes, and
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weather regimes for every unit these are provided only
when they seem mportant, Otherwise, out steady focus
is on key or at least interesting plants and animals and
their interactions,

Finally, w¢ were guided by the thoughts of Aldo
Leopold who, in Sand Connry Almanac (1949), entwined
three thoughts into a common theme: “land is a
cornemunity ™ that forms the fabric of ecology: land shouald

he cherished and respected as an “extension ol ethics”;
and ~“land vields a coltural harvest,” Teopoid wedded
science, vthics, and acsthetics. In doing so. he established
an understanding of natuee that we, In our own small
way, have tried o nourish,
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