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Objectives and Scope 
Contemporary Economic Policy (CEP) strives: i) to 
communicate results of high-quality economic analysis to 
policymakers; ii) to focus high-quality research and analysis 
on current policy issues of widespread concern; iii) to 
increase awareness among economists of aspects of the 
economy key to understanding the impact of policy; and iv) 
to advance policy analysis methodology.  We prefer articles 
that will be widely read and cited, and economic analyses 
with an impact on policy choices, rather than papers filling a 
narrow niche. 

Impact Factor and Distribution 
CEP has an impact factor of 0.482 and is ranked 89/166 in 
the “Economics” category, and 11/24 in the “Public 
Administration” category of the ISI Journal Citation 
Reports (2003). Print circulation in 2003 reached 
approximately 1,700 individuals and more than 500 
institutions worldwide. 

Categories of Articles 
All submissions are reviewed for quality, creativity, 
originality, accuracy, and contribution to policy decision-
making.  The categories of articles separate the audiences 
along a gradient of analytical content. Short articles and 
“Notes” are welcome in each category. 
• Economic Analysis of Policy Issues: Essays analyzing 

specific policy issues are critiqued by two or three 
outside referees. Criteria is weighted toward quality of 
exposition and importance of the issue.  Essays in this 
category should be accessible to policy makers without 
compromising analytical rigor. Maximum 5000 words. 

• Surveys: Surveys of important general subject areas are 
critiqued by three outside referees. Criteria is weighted 
toward importance of the subject, clarity of exposition, 
and the importance of the contribution. Surveys may be 
directed toward policy makers or an audience with 
analytical sophistication. Maximum 8000 words. 

• Methods and Results for Policy Analysis: Research 
articles devoted to developing new methods for policy 
analysis are critiqued by two or three outside referees. 
This category includes articles contributing to 
fundamental theoretical issues or empirical findings 
regarding economic relationships that underpin policy 
choices. Criteria is weighted toward originality and 
potential utility. Maximum 8000 words. 

General Submission Information 
Incomplete submissions will be delayed! Initial manuscript 
submissions do not need to conform to CEP Style 
Guidelines.  Together with two double-spaced copies of 
your manuscript, please include a cover sheet with the 
following:
1. Complete contact information for corresponding 

author and all co-authors. 
2. At least one JEL classification code for your 

manuscript. 
3. A statement verifying that the manuscript is not under 

review elsewhere and will not be submitted to 
another publication while under review at CEP. 

4. Your submission fee of $90 for WEA International 
members; $100 for nonmembers. We accept Visa and 
MasterCard. Checks must be in U.S. dollars and drawn 
on a U.S. bank made payable to WEA International. 

Conference Paper Submission Information 
Manuscript submission fees are waived for WEA 
International members who submit a revised conference 
paper within six months of the conference.  Your 
manuscript should incorporate the constructive criticism 
received at the conference.  Please include a cover sheet 
containing the information requested above under “General 
Submission Information.” 

Abstracting and Indexing Services 
CEP is covered by the following abstracting/indexing 
services: Certified Financial Analysts Digest; Chicago 
Periodical Index; ISI Current Contents for Social and 
Behavioral Sciences; Educational Administration Abstracts; 
Executive Alert; Human Research Abstracts/Sage 
Publications; International Bibliography of Periodical 
Literature (IBZ); International Bibliography of the Social 
Sciences; Journal of Economic Literature/EconLit; PAIS 
International (Public Affairs Information Service, Inc.); 
Peace Research Abstracts; RePEc (Research in Economic 
Papers); Sage Public Administration Abstracts; Social 
Science Research Network (SSRN); Social Science 
Research Index (SSRI); ISI Social Sciences Citation Index; 
Urban Affairs Abstracts; Wilson Quarterly; World Bank 
Abstracts; and World List of Social Science Periodicals. 
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