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The Historical Journal

Founded in 1958, the Historical Journal publishes on all aspects of history since 1500,
providing a forum for younger scholars making a distinguished debut as well as publishing
the work of historians with an international reputation. The journal publishes original
research in full-length articles and shorter communications and major surveys of the field in
historiographical reviews and review articles. Contributions are aimed both at specialists
and non-specialists.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS

1. Submissions must:
a. be the original work of the author;
b. not be under consideration for publication elsewhere;
c. not have been published before, even in part, in print or electronically.

2. Submissions should be made online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/hj
You will need to create an account if you do not have one. (If you are unsure if you
have an account, or have forgotten your password, use the password help function.)
Please contact the part-time office at hj@hist.cam.ac.uk if you have any questions
about the procedure, or wish to make a submission by another means.

3. Aside from the main text, you will need to provide with your submission:
a. an abstract of not more than 200 words;
b. a title of not more than 20 words, avoiding quotations and colons;
C. arunning head of not more than 35 characters;
d. aword count, including notes.

4. Texts must be completely anonymous to allow double-blind refereeing; referees
consider PDF versions of texts. Acknowledgements and the like can be added later
to submissions which are accepted for publication.

5. Initial submissions should be presented to a high scholarly standard. You must
double space the text, paginate, and use arabic (not roman) numerals to indicate
footnotes, which should be single spaced at the bottom of the page. Divide
submissions into sections, marked by roman numerals not sub-titles. Introductory
sections can be left unnumbered. On acceptance, authors will be asked to bring
their piece into line with the journal’s conventions, details of which are below.

6. Please try to keep the length of articles to 10,000 words, communications to 5,000
words, historiographical reviews to 8,000 words, and review articles to 1,000 words
per book reviewed — all inclusive of footnotes. We sometimes publish significantly
longer contributions, but authors must raise this possibility with the editors at the
earliest stage, ideally before submission, via hj@hist.cam.ac.uk.

7. We will consider submissions in languages other than English. In the first instance,
send a 300 word summary in English of your proposal to hj@hist.cam.ac.uk. When a



http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/hj

non-English submission is accepted, a small fund exists to support the author in
providing a high-quality English translation. Authors submitting in English for whom
English is not their first language may wish to have their manuscript read by a native
speaker before submission.

8. We encourage the use of illustrations, graphs, and tables where they present
essential material or aid understanding. Authors are responsible for obtaining
necessary permissions for illustrations. At submission stage, simple scanned images
of illustrations are acceptable, but high quality images are required for accepted
submissions — details are below. Figures may, if appropriate, appear in colour in the
digital version of the published article but will be printed in black and white.

9. While much of the content we publish rests on original research and specialist
knowledge, contributions should be accessible and stimulating to the non-specialist.
It is vital that you provide sufficient historiographical context and make clear the
wider significance of your submission.

OPEN ACCESS POLICY

The Historical Journal has established an open access policy that allows all authors to
achieve full compliance with all existing open access (OA) requirements including those of
RCUK and HEFCE in the UK, the Wellcome Trust, the EU’s Horizon 2020 funding
programme and the Australian Research Council. To this end, authors whose articles are
accepted for publication are able to post their accepted manuscript on their
personal/departmental websites and their institution’s digital repository as soon as they
receive a positive decision from the Editors. For these purposes the ‘accepted manuscript’ is
defined as the fully peer-reviewed version of a paper at the point at which it has been
accepted for publication by the Editors but before it is sent to the publisher for copyediting
and typesetting. Immediate posting of this version is also permitted in non-commercial
subject repositories. A link to the final publisher-produced, paginated ‘version of record’, on
the publisher’s platform, must be included once the article has been through the
publication process. This ‘version of record’ (the published PDF) should not be deposited or
made available beyond the publisher’s platform without separate permission from the
publisher.

The HEFCE policy, which was announced in March 2014, relates to articles accepted for
publication after April 15t 2016. To be eligible for inclusion in the next REF assessment,
papers must be deposited in the author’s institutional repository no more than three
months after they have been accepted for publication. It is the author’s responsibility to
ensure that this action is undertaken.

If the author or author’s funding body requires an article to be freely available online to
non-subscribers immediately upon publication or published under a Creative Commons
licence (gold open access), they may request this subject to payment of an article processing
charge (APC). In these circumstances, the manuscript submission and peer review
procedures are unchanged. On acceptance of the article, the author will be asked to let
Cambridge University Press know directly if they are choosing this option. More information
about the APC price and licensing choices can be found on the Cambridge Journals
Website (www.journals.cambridge.org/openaccess).
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