
 

Journal of Child Language 
 
Articles, and papers for the Notes and Discussion section, should be sent to the The Editors, Edith Bavin 
and Philip Dale, c/o Department of Psychology, University of Manchester, Manchester, M13 9PL, UK, 
email: jcl@fs4.psy.man.ac.uk.  All submissions are read by a member of the editorial team to check 
whether, with regard to readability and content, they are appropriate to send to referees.  All eligible 
manuscripts are then sent, anonymously, to two referees.  When the referees’ reports are received, each 
manuscript is evaluated by the editorial team, and the Editor informs the author of their decision.  Articles 
should be written in English and should not normally exceed 24 printed pages (roughly 10,000 words).  
Typescripts that conform to the following guidelines help to speed the production process.  (for a more 
detailed style sheet, please write to the Editor.) 
 

1. FOUR copies should be submitted 
 

2. Submissions should be typed on A4 paper (or 21.6 cm), on one side of the paper only.  The 
entire text should be double-spaced, with ample margins.  Authors of accepted articles should 
send the final version on disk (Apple Macintosh or IBM compatible PC) together with the hard 
copy typescript, giving details of the wordprocessing software used.  However, the publisher 
reserves the right to typeset by conventional means if an author’s disk proves unsatisfactory. 

 
3. Each copy should have a separate title page giving the title, the full names of the author(s) with 

their affiliations, any acknowledgments, a full address for correspondence and – at the top – a 
running headline of not more than 40 characters.  Other pages in the typescript should NOT 
carry the author’s name. 

 
4. Each copy should have an abstract on a separate sheet (not more than 150 words long for articles 

and 100 words for notes).  The abstract should give the aims of the study, the general method 
and the principal conclusions. 

 
5. Articles should be clearly divided into appropriately-labelled but unnumbered sections: often, 

but not necessarily, Introduction, Method, Results, and Discussion.  Side headings should be 
used within these sections, e.g. Subjects/Participants, Procedure. 

 
6. Footnotes should not be used unless absolutely necessary; they should not contain phonetic 

characters or other special symbols.  They should be numbered and listed on a separate sheet at 
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