
Scope of the journal

• Journal of Perinatal Medicine publishes original papers and
reviews on all aspects of obstetrical and neonatal research
and provides rapid publication for all items of articles:

• Review articles providing a coverage of theoretical and prac-
tical points of view in a particular field (only after previous
arrangement): Manuscript: length according to previous
arrangement. References should be limited to max. 50 cita-
tions.

• Original contributions reporting on new results, particularly
from the clinical and experimental areas. Manuscript: approx.
8 pages. Abstract: approx. 200 words. References should be
limited to max. 35 citations. 

• Short communications – rapid publication of new/prelimi-
nary results. Manuscript: maximum 3 pages, 1 figure, 1 table.
Abstract. References should be limited to max. 10 citations.

• Opinion papers – invited statements on themes of topical
interest.

• Technical notes describing the characteristics of new instru-
ments of methodological improvements. Manuscript: maxi-
mum 2 pages, 1 figure.

• Case reports will be published completely only online in future,
although their abstracts will be included in the print version.

• Letters of the Editors – permitting exchange of views and
information on controversal topics discussed at conferences
and meetings, and comments on previously published material
with absolute minimum delay. Manuscript: maximum 1 page.

• WAPM-Newsletter – Information of the World Association of
Perinatal Medicine.

Review of manuscripts and speed of publication
All contributions submitted for publication are critically reviewed
by at least two renowned experts in the field in order to ensure
constant high quality of the journal. If both approve the paper it
will be accepted for publication and forwarded to the Associate
Editors (Prof. Dr. I. Blickstein, Prof. Dr. K. Vetter, Prof. Dr. U.
Buescher) for further editorial processing.
Abstracts of meetings can be published at page charges (esti-
mates are available on request).

Submission of Manuscripts

Please submit original manuscripts on-line at:
http://jpm.edmgr.com
For further information please visit our website:
www.deGruyter.de/journals/jpm

Direct all correspondence to:
Ms. Ingrid Grünberg
Editorial Office Journal of Perinatal Medicine
Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co. KG
Genthiner Str. 13
10785 Berlin/Germany
Fax: +49-30-26005-298
Tel.: +49-30-26005-245
E-mail: JPM.editorial@deGruyter.com

Guidelines for preparation of manuscripts
Terminology of papers should be clearly understandable even to
nontheorists. Manuscripts must be written in clear and concise
English and should be regarded as final texts. Illustrations must
be submitted in original quality. No changes may be made at the
proof state other than correction of printer’s errors.

Language of publication
All articles appear in English/American.

Exclusive publication
Submission of a manuscript to Journal of Perinatal Medicine
implies that the work described has not been published before
and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere. Once
the manuscript is accepted, it must be not published elsewhere
without the consent of the copyright holders.

The Editor must reserve the right to make changes in the layout
of individual parts of the manuscript in order to achieve unity and
clarity.

• Abstract
An abstract of no more than 200 words should be provided for all
types of contributions. It would state the aims, results, and any
conclusions drawn.

• Keywords
Up to ten keywords should in alphabetical order be provided on
a separate sheet. If possible the keywords should be taken from
the Medical Subject Headings of Index Medicus.

• Figures
A reference to each figure is to be given in the text, e.g. (Figure 9)
A caption should be provided for each figure in a list of captions. 
The reproduction of colored figures (as well as black and white
reproduction from colored figures) is possible: the cost of repro-
ducing color photographs will be charged to the author at a rate
of e 600.– for the first illustration and e 300.– for each subse-
quent illustration in one article.

• Tables
Tables and their captions should be also numbered in
sequence with Arabic numerals (Table 1).

• Literature citations
A. Reference within text:
References should be expressed as follows:
Either as numbers [in square brackets] pertaining to the respec-
tive papers within the reference list (a) or under the author’s
name followed by the respective number in the reference list (b).
a. “As several authors [4, 17, 21] have reported ...”
b. “As Smith [14] and Windus [21] have reported ...”
B. Reference list:
The reference list containing all authors mentioned in the text,
should be arranged in alphabetical order and numbered accord-
ingly. The original title of every paper must be given in full and in
the original language; abbreviations of periodical names should
conform to those used in Index Medicus, National Library of
Medicine. The style and punctuation of references should follow
the format illustrated by the following examples:
Journal article:
[1] Smith A, AB Jones, CD Hansen: Approach to the patient with
hypertension. Perspect Biol Med 14 (1971) 578
Book:
[2] Greenhill JP: Obstetrics. Saunders, Philadelphia–London 1966
Edited book:
[3]†Auer LM, G Leb, G Tscherne, W Urdl, GF Walter (eds):
Prolactinomas. Walter de Gruyter, Berlin–New York 1985
Chapter in a book:
[4] Saameli K: Pharmakologische Beeinflussung der Uturusaktivitat.
In: Kaser O, V Friedberg, KG Ober, K Thomsen, J Zander:
Gynäkologie und Geburtshilfe, Band II. Thieme, Stuttgart 1967
When there is more than one author, please cite as follows:
[1] Smith A, B Jones, C Johnson ...

As a rule, manuscripts (including illustrations) are disposed of
after publication. If you wish material to be returned, please
specify so and give mailing address.
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General

____ References identified in the text by the author’s names
followed by the respective number in the reference list in
square brackets (e. g., Smith [1]) or by the number alone
(e. g., “as several authors [1, 4, 7] have reported”)

____ Reference is made in the text to all figures and tables

____ Language polished by a native English speaker

____ Authors’ full names and institutions

____ Short title for the running head

Keywords

____ According to Index Medicus, Medical Subject Headings,
if possible

____ Maximum of 10

Abstract

____ Includes aims, methods, results, and conclusions

____ Does not include footnotes or references

____ Maximum of 200 words

Reference list

____ Includes only references cited in the text

____ Includes all references cited in the text

____ Arranged alphabetically and numbered in this order

____ Style an punctuation according to the following examples:

Journal article:
[1] Sarwar M, WF McCormik: Intracerebral venous angioma.

Case report and review. Arch Neurol 35 (1978) 323–325

Book:
[2] Schinzel A: Catalogue of unbalanced chromosome aberra-

tions in man. Walter de Gruyter, Berlin-New York 1983

Edited book:
[3] Voth, D, P Glees, J Lorber (eds): Spina bifida - neural tube

defects. Walter de Gruyter, Berlin-New York 1986

Chapter in a book:
[4] Gumerlock MK, EA Neuwelt: Principles of chemotherapy in

brain neoplasia. In: Jellinger K (ed): Therapy of malignant
brain tumors. Springer-Verlag, Wien-New York 1987

When there is more than one author, cite as follows:
[1] Smith, A, B Jones, C Johnson ...

____ Abbrevations according to Index Medicus

____ Citations of journal articles in press include journal title,
volume, and year in which it is to appear; books in press
include publisher and year

List of captions
____ Include all legends and explanations

Table
____  Numbered with Arabic numerals in the order of appear-

ance in the text

____ Each contains all information needed to be understood
independently (without the text)

____ Do not contain data which could be included easily in the
text

____  Do not contain vertical lines

Figures

____  Numbered with Arabic numerals in the order in which
they appear in the text

____ Contain only clear and sharp lettering or identifying
marks; critical areas of X-rays and photomicrographs
well-marked

____ No legends or explanations in the figures themselves
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Checklist

Please read carefully before preparing manuscript and recheck all points after it has been prepared. Each manuscript must be accom-
panied by a completely filled-out checklist. A photocopy of this may be used (Fax: +49-30-26005-298).


