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General introduction

Only manuscripts containing original
material are considered for publica-
tion in the Journal of Cancer Research
and Clinical Oncology. By submission
of a manuscript for publication in
the journal the authors enter into a
commitment that they have not sub-
mitted the paper (either in whole or
in part) for publication elsewhere.
Manuscripts must be accompanied
by the ‘‘Copyright Transfer State-
ment’’ (the form is regularly pub-
lished in this journal). Papers should
be submitted for one of the following
sections: (1) Original papers are
communications on aspects of ex-
perimental and clinical oncology. (2)
Rapid communications should not
include more than one table and/or
one figure. Single observations with
general significance are published in
this section. (3) Letters to the editors
may refer briefly to papers already
published in the journal, providing
new scientific results are also pre-
sented. (4) Meeting reports provide
latest results presented at important
congresses. (5) Guest Editorials and
(6) Reviews.

Papers must be written in English. All
manuscripts are subject to copy edit-
ing. Papers should be submitted in
triplicate. In order to reduce mailing
costs, rejected manuscripts will not
normally be returned, except for
original halftone illustrations. The
text should be typed in double-line
spacing and with wide margins
throughout. Standard size (A4)
typing should be used.

Submission of manuscripts in elec-
tronic form (on diskette or by e-mail)
is required. Please consult the
‘‘Technical instructions for manu-
scripts and illustrations in electronic
form’’ published in this journal or
obtainable via http://link.springer.de.
Please do not transmit any data to the
publisher until your manuscript has
been reviewed and accepted for pub-
lication.

The TNM system (4th ed, 1987)
should be used for classification of
disease in tumour patients.

Organization of the manuscript

The title page should give the title of
the paper; the names of all authors
and separately all authors according
to their affiliations to the departments
and institutions where they are based
[annotated if necessary to make the
affiliations(s) of each clear]. A short
footnote acknowledging financial
support can also be included on this
page. To facilitate communication
between the authors, editors and
publisher, the author should also
furnish a fax number. The Abstract
should then precede the main text. It
should not exceed 30 lines or 200
words in length and must be subdi-
vided in the format: Purpose, Meth-
ods, Results, Conclusions. Three to five
key words should be given after the
abstract, using concepts from the
Index Medicus Medical Subject
Headings if possible.

The Introduction should define the
subject matter in a few sentences and
refer the reader to the most recent
reviews for information on earlier
work on the same subject. Historical
details should not be given.

The Materials and methods section
should give concise descriptions of
patients and/or laboratory animals
concerned and specify the equipment,
chemical preparations and methods
used. A description note of the statis-
tical methods used to evaluate the
results should also be included in this
section. Data should be presented as
concisely as possible, if appropriate in
table form, though very large tables
should be avoided. The Results sec-
tion should describe the outcome of
the experiments or trials. If mean
values are cited the number of mea-
surements and the standard deviation
should also be given. Statistical sig-
nificance levels should be noted as
appropriate. In the Discussion the
conclusions inferred from the results
should be stated. The results should be
discussed briefly with reference to the
relevant specialist literature. The list
of References must include only pub-
lications cited in the text. The refer-
ences must be arranged in alphabetical
order by surname of first author. All
authors must be listed for each paper
or work cited followed by: Year/Full
title/Journal title (as in Index
Medicus)/Volume-Number/pages.

Paper in a multi-author work. Example:

Seid AB, Cotton R (1983) Tumors of the

larynx, trachea and bronchi. In:
Bluestone CD, Stool SE (eds) Pediatric
laryngology, vol 2. Saunders,

Philadelphia, pp 1318–1329

The references are cited in the text
preferably by the name/date system.
There is no comma before the year.
Works with three or more authors are
cited in the text by the name of the
first followed by et al. and year of
publication.

Tables should each have a concise title
(as a legend on top of the table body)
indicating the content. Every table
must be referred to in the text. Tables
are numbered with arabic numerals.

Figures should be supplied with the
legends listed separately. They are
numbered with arabic numerals in
their own separate sequence of text
citation; each must be referred to in
the text. Figure parts should be
identified by lower case roman letters.

All photographs and electron micro-
graphs should be supplied as high-
contrast glossy prints trimmed at right
angles. Color illustrations will be
accepted; the authors will be expected
to make a contribution ( 485, US $
534, plus 16% VAT per article,
irrespective of the number of color
figures) towards the extra costs. If an
author is submitting several photo-
graphs for a paper they should be
grouped for reproduction as a plate or
plates. The type area must not exceed
176 mm · 240 mm, and the photo-
graphs must be mounted on regular
bond paper, not on cardboard.

Line drawings should be supplied as
clear black and white drawings sui-
table for reproduction, with all lines
of uniform thickness. Deep-black
areas of columns should be avoided.

Offprints Two complimentary copies
are supplied. Orders for offprints can
be placed by returning the order form
with the corrected proof. When you
order offprints, you are entitled to
receive in addition a pdf file of your
article for your own personal use.
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