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Electronic versions of your figures must be supplied. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. 
For bitmapped graphics, TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures - 
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Language 
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Manuscript Presentation 
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Abstract 



Please provide a short abstract of 100 to 250 words. The abstract should not contain any undefined 
abbreviations or unspecified references. 

Key words 

Please provide 5 to 10 key words or short phrases in alphabetical order. 

Abbreviations 

Abbreviations and their explanations should be collected in a list. 

Symbols and units 

Please use the recommended SI units. 

Section headings 

First-, second-, third-, and fourth-order headings should be clearly distinguishable but not numbered. 

Appendices 

Supplementary material should be collected in an Appendix and placed before the Notes and Reference 
sections. 

Notes 

Please use endnotes rather than footnotes. Notes should be indicated by consecutive superscript 
numbers in the text and listed at the end of the article before the References. A source reference note 
should be indicated by means of an asterisk after the title. This note should be placed at the bottom of 
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Cross-referencing 

In the text, a reference identified by means of an author‘s name should be followed by the date of the 
reference in parentheses and page number(s) where appropriate. When there are more than two 
authors, only the first author‘s name should be mentioned, followed by ‘et al.‘. In the event that an author 
cited has had two or more works published during the same year, the reference, both in the text and in 
the reference list, should be identified by a lower case letter like ‘a‘ and ‘b‘ after the date to distinguish 
the works. 
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All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be numbered 
consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labeled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.). Please 
insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text sizes 
within figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit 
approximately within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to 
each figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. Please place 
the legends in the manuscript after the references. 

Tables 

Each table should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, etc.). In tables, footnotes are preferable to long 
explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by 
superscript letters, should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without 
abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. 
Finally, please place the tables after the figure legends in the manuscript. 
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Springers online platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please 
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