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Manuscript presentation 

The journal's language is English. British English or American English spelling and terminology may be 
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Please provide a short abstract of 100 to 250 words. The abstract should not contain any undefined 
abbreviations or unspecified references. As the abstract and the key words will be used to select 
appropriate reviewers, it is essential to make them as informative as possible. 
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Please provide 5 to 10 key words or short phrases in alphabetical order. 

Abbreviations 

Abbreviations should be explained at first occurrence. 

Figures 

All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be numbered 
consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labelled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.). 
Please insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text 
sizes within figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit 
approximately within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to 
each figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. Please place 
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Tables 

Each table should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, etc.). In tables, footnotes are preferable to long 
explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by 
superscript letters, should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without 
abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. 
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Section Headings 

Headings should be in capital and lower-case letters. First-, second-, third-, and fourth-order headings 
should be numbered using numerals separated by decimals to indicate sections and subsections (e.g., 
1., 1.1, 1.1.1, 2., 2.1, etc.). 

Appendices 

Supplementary material should be collected in an Appendix and placed before the Notes and Reference 
sections. 

Notes 

Please use endnotes rather than footnotes. Notes should be indicated by consecutive superscript 
numbers in the text and listed at the end of the article before the References. The references should 
also be collected in a list at the end of the article. A source reference note should be indicated by means 
of an asterisk after the title. This note should be placed at the bottom of the first page. 

Cross-Referencing 



In the text, a reference identified by means of an author's name should be followed by the date of the 
reference in parentheses and page number(s) where appropriate. When there are more than two 
authors, only the first author's name should be mentioned, followed by `et al.'. In the event that an 
author cited has had two or more works published during the same year, the reference, both in the text 
and in the reference list, should be identified by a lower case letter like `a' and `b' after the date to 
distinguish the works. 
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(Bullen and Bennett 1990) 
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Appendix 

A. Formulas. Subscripts and superscripts should be clearly marked. Use a full stop for decimals, and 
reserve crosses for multiplication. Vectors are printed in bold face (indicated by wavy underlining in the 
manuscript). Distinguish clearly between the letter O and zero symbol, the letter l and the number one, 
kappa and k, mu and u, nu and v, eta and n, etc. 

B. Chemical Symbols. Should be specified and spelled out at the first occurrence, e.g. Carbon (C), 
thereafter the symbol can be used. 

C. Units. The metric system is to be used, preferably by SI system. Abbreviate units only when 
preceded by a numeral, and note that only the singular form is used and is not followed by a full stop. 
See the Style Manual of the American Institute of Physics (335 East 45th Street, New York. NY 10017) 
for details. For 109 we prefer the notation G instead of B: 1012 we prefer T. `Degrees Kelvin is K.' 
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visit www.springer.com/openchoice to complete the relevant order form and provide the required 
payment information. Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will publish as 
regular subscription-model articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for 
published articles.  
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