GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

General Information and Publishing Rights: Contributions
are classified as Review Article, Original Article, Short
Communication, or Case Study and must be submitted in
English. Instructions and information are accessible at
www.europeantrauma.net. Manuscripts must be submitted
exclusively online. The online submission process can directly
be accessed via http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ejt. Data
should be in MS-DOS (Windows) format. If possible, save the
document in Word format, other wise save the text in the rich
text format (rtf). Please do not include in the file any layout
instructions such as placements for graphics and avoid end-
of-line hyphenation. Use carriage returns only to end heading
and paragraphs, not to break lines of text. Please save tables
and figures each as separate files, do not integrate them in the
text. It should be possible to identify the figure by its file name.
Additional electronic supplementary material may be submit-
ted, for information see masthead page of the journal.

In a covering letter, ALL authors must confirm with their
signature that the submitted paper, or parts of it, have not
been published previously and is not under consideration for
publication elsewhere. It is the authors’ responsibility to
obtain permission from other publishers to reproduce illustra-
tions, tables, etc. Acceptance of a manuscript is based on the
evaluation by several reviewers (peer review). Once the manu-
script is accepted for publication, all rights are retained by the
publisher. The publication, or parts of it, may neither be trans-
lated into other languages nor reproduced by any mechanical
or electronic means (including photocopying, recording, and
microfilm) nor stored in a retrieval system without the
publisher’s written permission. Rejected manuscripts and
illustrations will not be returned to authors.

Ethical and Legal Prerequisites: Manuscripts involving
examinations of volunteers and patients must include a state-
ment that the trial protocol has been approved by an ethics
committee and thus meets the standards of the Declara-
tion of Helsinki of 1975 as revised in 2000 (JAMA 2000;284:
3043-5). Information suitable to reveal the patient’s or vol-
unteer’s identity is to be avoided. Manuscripts involving the
use of laboratory animals must clearly state the adherence to
appropriate guidelines and approval of the protocols by their
institutional review boards has to be indicated.

Reports on Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs) should be
prepared according to the revised CONSORT statement
(Moher D, Schulz KF, Altman D. The CONSORT statement:
revised recommendations for improving the quality of reports
of parallel-group randomized trials. JAMA 2001;285:1987-91).
The report must state explicitly how the comparison groups
were assembled, allowing the reader to assess the method
of randomization. Please specify in the title and summary
that the manuscript is a report on an RCT. When an RCT is
submitted, the authors should refer to the “Check list for
Authors Submitting Randomized Controlled Trials” available
at www.consort-statement.org. Checklist and flow diagram
should be submitted with the manuscript, as they will be in-
cluded in the review process.

Preparation of Manuscripts: The manuscript must be double
spaced with 3-cm margins (left and right). The text (includ-
ing the abstract) should be limited to 30 manuscript pages for
review articles, 20 pages for original articles, 10 pages for other
contributions, tables, figures, and references not included.
Accepted manuscripts are edited according to the publish-
er’s style rules. All pages should be numbered consecutively,
starting with the title page. Articles should be structured as
follows: Abstract and Key Words, Introduction, Materials and
Methods (optionally Patients and Methods), Results, Discus-
sion, optionally Acknowledgments, References, Tables, Table
and Figure legends, and Figures. The title page must include
the following information: Title and short title, each author’s
full name, affiliation; postal address of the corresponding
author including phone and fax numbers as well as e-mail
address. Articles must contain a structured Abstract not
exceeding 250 words. Abstracts should not include any
references, tables, figures, or references to figures and tables.
Each article must have 3-5 key words. It is the sole respon-
sibility of the author to ensure that registered trade names
are marked with the superscript registration symbol ® or ™.
Acknowledgments should be placed directly after the text
and before the list of references. Tables and figures should be
numbered in arabic numerals in the sequence of their occur-
rence in the text and provided separately. Carriage returns
must not be used within tables. Figures must be of high qual-
ity and should be saved and named according to the figure
number in tiff-, eps- or jpeg (Highest Quality) format (with a
resolution of at least 300 dpi). Please take care to use a large
enough typeset for any text in the graphics. References must
only cite work that has been published or is in press. Each
reference should be cited in the text by a number in square
brackets. References should be numbered in the order in
which they appear in the text (not alphabetically). The number
of references is limited to 40 with the exception of review
articles. Journal citations must include all authors, title of
article, name of journal abbreviated according to Index
Medicus (www.nlm.nih.gov), e. g.: Olsen I, Solberg CO,
Finegold SM. A primer on anaerobic bacteria and anaero-
bic infections for the uninitiated. Infection 1999;27:159-65.
Book citations must include all authors of chapter cited, title
of chapter, editors of book, title of book, place, publisher,
year of publication, first and last page numbers, e. g.: Gingell
D, Vince S. Long-range forces and adhesion. An analysis of
cell-substratum studies. In: Curtis ASC, Pitts JD, eds. Cell
adhesion and motility. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1980:1-37. Authors are responsible for the accu-
racy and completeness of their references and for correct
citation.

Galley Proofs: Proofs are sent to the corresponding author
and should be corrected using internationally accepted signs
and returned immediately. An order form for reprints will be
sent with the galley proof by the publisher; this form should
be returned with the proofs to the publisher. Correspondence
regarding accepted manuscripts and proofs should be directed
to the publisher Urban & Vogel GmbH, Munich.
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