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Instructions to authors

Organisation of manuscripts
1. Length: Illustrations and tables should be kept to the minimum
necessary for understanding of the article. Manuscripts of no more
than 6 pages (including references) may be published as short
communication. Mini-reviews should be no longer than ten
typewritten pages (DIN A4) excluding figures and references.
2. Form: The first page should contain the title of the article,
authors' first names (one first name of each author in full spelling)
and surnames, affiliation, a short running title of approximately
40 characters, name and address (including phone, fax and e-
mail) of corresponding author.
The manuscript should be organized as follows:
Abstract
Key words (5-6)
Introduction
Materials and methods
Results
Discussion
Acknowledgements
References
Legends to illustrations
Tables
Figures
Do not capitalize title, authors' names or any headings. Headings
and subheadings should be printed in bold. Italics should be
used only for names of species and genes. No italics for other
Latin expressions (e.g. in situ, in vivo, etc.).
3. Abbreviations must be kept to the minimum and should be
explained in full spelling in parentheses when used for the first
time.
4. Footnotes must be avoided.
5. Illustrations: The maximum type area is 17 cm width and
22.5 cm height. Figures should be designed to fit either one-
column size (8.2 cm) or two-columns size (17 cm) in width.
Figures must be ready for reproduction with clear lettering in
suitable size. In addition to the printed version figures can be
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General Information

Manuscripts and correspondence should be addressed to the
editorial office:

supplied in digital format (EPS or TIFF format, final resolution
300 dpi for halftones, 1270 dpi for black/white line drawings).
For other formats (BMP, JPEG, CDR, AI, FH, PDF, PS, PICT) all
imported figures and type fonts need to be supplied as
accompanying data. Color figures can be printed only if part
of the costs are covered by the author (515 Euro for one color
plate, for more than one plate ask for a cost estimate). In
exceptional cases color figure fees may be waived at the editor's
discretion.
6. New nucleotide or amino acid sequences to be published
must be deposited at a standard data base (e.g. GenBank or
others) and the accession number must be mentioned in the text.
7. References should be quoted in the text by author's name
and by year. If there is more than one article by the same
author(s) per year use a and b after the year of publication. For
two authors, both should be named (Smith and Miller, 1999); for
more than two authors, use first author's name followed by et
al. The list of references should be given in alphabetical order.
References to unpublished data, manuscripts in preparation,
manuscripts submitted or personal communications should be
made parenthetically in the text and not included in the list of
references. Examples for the style to be used for the list of
references are given below.

Fischer, M., Günther, S., Müller, K.-M.: Fibre-years, pulmonary
asbestos burden and asbestosis. Int. J. Hyg. Environ. Health 205,
245–248 (2002).

Rademaker, J. L. W., De Bruijn, F. J.: Characterization and
classification of microbes by rep-PCR genomic fingerprinting and
computer-assisted pattern analysis. In: DNA markers: Protocols,
applications and overviews (G. Caetano-Anollés, P. M. Gresshoff,
eds.), pp. 151-171. J. Wiley & Sons, New York 1997.

Proofreading
Proofs of the article will be sent to the authors in duplicate. One
copy should be corrected (using proofreader's marks) and returned
to the publisher within two days after receipt. No alterations
should be made to proofs other than those needed to correct
typographical errors. Costs for extensive additional alterations
will be charged to the authors.

Offprints
The corresponding author will receive 25 offprints free of charge.
Additional offprints can be ordered when returning the proofs.

Copyright
Submission of a manuscript implies that the submitted work has not
been published before (except as part of a thesis or lecture note or
report, or in the form of an abstract ); that it is not under consideration
for publication elsewhere; that its publication has been approved
by all co-authors as well as by the authorities at the institute where
the work has been carried out; that written permission of copyright
holders was obtained by the authors for material used from other
copyrighted sources; that, if and when the manuscript is accepted
for publication, the authors hand over the transferable copyrights
of the accepted manuscript to the publisher; and that the manuscript
or parts thereof will thus not be published elsewhere in any language
without the consent of the copyright holder. Copyrights include,
without spatial or timely limitation, the mechanical, electronic and
visual reproduction and distribution; electronic storage and retrieval;
and all other forms of electronic publication or any other types of
publication including all subsidiary rights.
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Manuscripts should be  submitted in four copies. In addition
to the paper version, which is to be sent obligatorily, authors are
requested to submit a disk (31/2 inch) with the final version of
the text. Format (MS-DOS) and word processing program used for
preparing the text should be indicated on the disk. Reviews, mini-
reviews, original articles and case reports will be considered:
Manuscripts must be written in concise, carefully edited and
linguistically adequate English and should be typed with double-
line spacing.
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