
 
 
FIRE AND MATERIALS 

 

Instructions to Authors 
 
Initial manuscript submission. Submit three copies of the manuscript (including copies of tables 
and illustrations) to either the Editor-in-Chief or an Associate Editor.  
 
Authors must also supply: 
 
an electronic copy of the final version (see section below),  
a Copyright Transfer Agreement with original signature(s) - without this we are unable to accept 
the submission, and  
permission grants - if the manuscript contains extracts, including illustrations, from other 
copyright works (including material from on-line or intranet sources) it is the author's 
responsibility to obtain written permission from the owners of the publishing rights to reproduce 
such extracts using the Wiley Permission Request Form. Permission grants should be submitted 
with the manuscript.  
Submitted manuscripts should not have been previously published and should not be submitted for 
publication elsewhere while they are under consideration by Wiley. Submitted material will not be 
returned to the author unless specifically requested. Review articles are welcomed, but authors are 
strongly advised to consult with the Editor-in-Chief before submission.  
 
Electronic submission. The electronic copy of the final, revised manuscript must be sent to the 
Editor together with the paper copy. Disks should be PC or Mac formatted; write on the disk the 
software package used, the name of the author and the name of the journal. We are able to use 
most word-processing packages, but prefer Word or WordPerfect.  
 
Illustrations must be submitted in electronic format where possible. Save each figure as a separate 
file, in TIFF or EPS format preferably, and include the source file. Write on the disk the software 
package used to create them; we favour dedicated illustration packages over tools such as Excel or 
Powerpoint.  
 
Manuscript style. The language of the journal is English. All submissions must have a title, be 
printed on one side of the paper (approximately A4), be double-line spaced and have a margin of 
30 mm all round. Illustrations and tables must be printed on separate sheets, and not be 
incorporated into the text.  
 
The title page must list the full title, a short title of up to 70 characters, and the names and 
affiliations of all authors. Give the full address, including e-mail, telephone and fax, of the author 
who is to check the proofs.  
Include the name(s) of any sponsor(s) of the research contained in the paper, along with grant 
number(s).  



Abstract. The abstract must be a concise (up to 200 words) summary of the whole paper, not just 
the conclusions, and should be understandable without reference to the rest of the paper. It should 
contain no citation to other published work.  
 
Experimental. This should be presented as a clear and detailed description of experimental 
procedures and analytical conditions to enable readers to carry out similar work. All experimental 
details should appear in a separate section. If a method has been published previously in a readily 
available publication reference to the technique only is required. Any departure from previously 
published methods should be fully documented.  
 
Nomenclature, units and abbreviations. Where abbreviations are used, the full name must be given 
when the abbreviation is first used in the text. Abbreviations should not be used in the abstract. 
For terms and abbreviations authors are recommended to follow the recommendations of the 
International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) and of the International Union of 
Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP) with e.g. Pure Appl. Chem. 21, 3 (1970). The use of S.I. Units 
is strongly recommended, and S.I. equivalents should be given for all non-S.I. Units.  
 
Acknowledgements. These must be brief and placed at the end of the paper.  
 
Short Notes and Correspondence. A separate section of the journal will be devoted to short notes. 
These should not exceed about one printed page in length (approximately three manuscript pages). 
In other respects the notes should follow the normal manuscript style of presentation, except that 
no abstract is required. Such notes will be processed rapidly and although a proof will be supplied 
the Editor may decide to publish without awaiting return of the proof. Correspondence designed to 
provoke discussion and airing of contentious issues is welcomed. Correspondence on this and 
other matters is invited for publication as swiftly as possible. Where letters comment on the work 
of others, the Editor will offer the right of reply and give the opportunity to publish comments at 
the same time.  
 
News and Diary. News and Diary on forthcoming meetings, publications, legislation and new 
products are invited and should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief.  
 
Reference style. References should be quoted in the text cited by superior numbers and listed at 
the end of the paper in the order in which they appear in the text. All references must be complete 
and accurate. Online citations should include date of access. If necessary, cite unpublished or 
personal work in the text but do not include it in the reference list. References should be listed in 
the following style:  
 
Frangi A, Fontana M. Charring rates and temperature profiles of wood sections. Fire and Materials 
2003; 27: 91-102.  
Beesley TE, Scott RPW. Chiral Chromatography; Separation Science Series; Wiley: Chichester, 
1998; p. 149.  
Tables. The same data should not be reproduced in both tabular and diagrammatic form. All tables 
should be provided with legends making them intelligible without reference to the text.  



 
Illustrations. Supply each illustration on a separate sheet, with the lead author’s name, the figure 
number and the top of the figure indicated. Supply artwork at the intended size for printing, sized 
to the text width of 84mm/single column, 76 mm/double column. Supply original photographs; 
photocopies or previously printed material are not acceptable. Line artwork must be high-quality 
laser output (not photocopies). Tints are not acceptable; lettering must be of a reasonable size that 
would still be clearly legible upon reduction, and consistent within each figure and set of figures. 
The cost of printing colour illustrations in the journal may be charged to the author. If colour 
illustrations are supplied electronically in either TIFF or EPS format, they may be used in the PDF 
of the article at no cost to the author, even if this illustration was printed in black and white in the 
journal. The PDF will appear on the Wiley InterScience website. Legends for illustrations should 
be typed on a separate sheet included with the manuscript.  
 
Guidelines for Chemical Structures. Chemical structures should be prepared in either 84 mm (one 
column) or 176 mm (two column) widths. However, the one-column format should be used 
whenever possible as this allows greater flexibility in the layout of the manuscript. Chemical 
structures should be supplied at the same size as the intended printed version (so no enlargement 
or reduction is required). For drawings prepared with ChemDraw please use the following 
settings:  
 
Drawing settings  Text settings   
chain angle  120°  font  Helvetica   
bond spacing  18% of length  size  8 pt   
fixed length  14.4 pt      
bond width  2 pt      
line width  0.6 pt  Preferences   
margin width  1.6 pt  units  points   
hash spacing  2.5 pt  tolerances  3 pixels   
 
Authors using different structural drawing programs should choose settings consistent with those 
above. Compound numbers should be bold, but not atom labels or captions.  
 
Copyright. Only original papers will be considered and copyright will be vested in the publisher. 
To enable the publisher to disseminate the author’s work to the fullest extent, the author must sign 
a Copyright Transfer Agreement, transferring copyright in the article from the author to the 
publisher, and submit the original signed agreement with the article presented for publication. A 
copy of the agreement to be used (which may be photocopied) can be found in each volume of 
Fire and Materials. Copies may also be obtained from the journal editor or publisher, or may be 
printed from this website.  
 
Further information. Proofs will be sent to the author for checking. This stage is to be used only to 
correct errors that may have been introduced during the production process. Prompt return of the 
corrected proofs, preferably within two days of receipt, will minimize the risk of the paper being 
held over to a later issue. Twenty-five complimentary offprints will be provided to the author who 



checked the proofs, unless otherwise indicated. Further offprints and copies of the journal may be 
ordered. There is no page charge to the authors.  
 


