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Instructions to Authors: Agronomy Journal

Articles must be original reports of research not simultaneously submitted to or 
previously published in any other scientific or technical journal and must make a 
significant contribution to the advancement of knowledge or toward a better under-
standing of existing agronomic concepts. The study reported should be applicable to a 
sizable geographic area or an area of ecological or economic significance and of poten-
tial interest to a significant number of scientists. Membership is not a requirement for 
publishing in Agronomy Journal (AJ). Consult the ASA–CSSA–SSSA style manual 
and recent issues of AJ for guidance. For questions not answered in the style manual 
(www.agronomy.org/publications/style/), consult Susan Ernst, Managing Editor 
(sernst@sciencesocieties.org).

Scope
After critical review and approval by the editorial board, AJ publishes articles 

reporting research findings in soil–plant relationships; crop science; soil science; 
biometry; crop, soil, pasture, and range management; crop, forage, and pasture pro-
duction and utilization; turfgrass; agroclimatology; agronomic models; integrated 
pest management; integrated agricultural systems; and various aspects of entomology, 
weed science, animal science, plant pathology, and agricultural economics as applied to 
production agriculture. Notes are published about apparatus, observations, and experi-
mental techniques. Observations usually are limited to studies and reports of unrepeat-
able phenomena or other unique circumstances. Review and interpretation papers are 
also published, subject to standard review. Contributions to the Forum section deal 
with current agronomic issues and questions in brief, thought-provoking form. Such 
papers are reviewed by the Editor in consultation with the editorial board.

Statistical Methods
Report enough details of your experimental design so that the results can be judged 

for validity and so that previous experiments may serve as a basis for the design of 
future experiments.

Means separation procedures are frequently misused. Such misuse may result in 
incorrect scientific conclusions. Pairwise multiple comparison tests (LSD) should be 
used only when the treatment structure is not well understood (e.g., studies to compare 
cultivars). Authors should be aware of the limitations of multiple comparison tests 
when little information exists on the structure of the treatments (Carmer and Walker, 
1985; Chew, 1980; Little, 1978; Nelson and Rawlings, 1983; Petersen, 1977; see also 
Chew, 1976; Miller, 1981). When treatments have a logical structure, orthogonal 
contrasts among treatments should be used. 

Validation of Field Results 
Experiments that are sensitive to environmental interactions, such as crop perfor-

mance, usually should be repeated over time or space or both.

Symposia Series 
Manuscripts resulting from symposia having appropriate subject matter will be 

considered for publication as a compilation in a single issue of AJ. Sets of manu-
scripts considered may originate from ASA, CSSA, or SSSA sponsored symposia 
or from appropriate subject matter symposia sponsored by other organizations. 
Symposia organizers desiring to publish a compilation of manuscripts in AJ must 
solicit the Editor with the following prospectus materials: (i) title, location, and 
date of the symposium; (ii) the organization affiliated with the symposium; (iii) 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses of the solicitors; (iv) a 
short abstract (~250 words) outlining the overall purpose of the symposium and 
reasons justifying why the manuscripts should be published as a compilation; and 
(v) titles and abstracts, written according to the Publications Handbook and Style 
Manual, for each paper to be considered for publication. Prospectus materials may 
be submitted to the Editor during any time of the year. Symposia papers are subject 
to the usual page and production charges for the journal. 

Style 
•	 Use a comma before the final item in a list of three or more items. For example: “Cores were 

inside plastic liners, capped, and stored on ice…” 
•	 Define all abbreviations at first mention in the abstract or text and again in the tables and figures. 

Once an abbreviation is used, it should be used throughout the entire article, except at the begin-
ning of a sentence. 

•	 The Latin binomial or trinomial and authority must be shown for all plants, insects, pathogens, 
and animals at first listing. 

•	 Both the common and chemical name of pesticides must be given when first mentioned. For 
example: “Atrazine (2-chloro-4-ethylamino-6-isopropylamino-1,3,5-triazine) was included…” 

•	 Identify soils at the series and family level, or at least the Great Group, at first mention. For soils 
outside the United States, give both the local identification and the U.S. equivalent. Up-to-date 
U.S. soil descriptions may be checked online (http://soils.usda.gov/technical/classification/osd/
index.html). 

•	 SI units must be used in all manuscripts. Non-SI units may be added in parentheses. 
•	 Spell out numbers one through nine, except when used with units. For decimal quantities <1, 

place a zero before the decimal point. Use commas for the decimal separator. The comma is not 
necessary for four-digit numbers (e.g., 73,722, but 7372). 

•	 Use the 24-h time system, with four digits for hours and minutes (e.g., 1430 h for 2:30 p.m.). 
Report dates with the day first, then the month, and the year last. Abbreviate months with more 
than four letters (e.g., 14 May 2005, 7 June 2007, 10 Aug. 2000, or 26 Sept. 2007). 

Manuscript Preparation
All accepted manuscript files will be edited in Microsoft Word 2007; therefore, 

authors should compose manuscripts in Word (.doc files or .docx files). Other 
word processing software is acceptable, although authors should be aware of errors 
introduced during the conversion process (watch equations and special characters). 
Authors should not use word processing features such as automated bulleting and 
numbering, head and subhead formatting, internal linking, or styles. Use only one 
font and size. Manuscript text should be double-spaced, with line numbering.

Agronomy Journal has a double-blind review in that the reviewers do not know the 
author names and the authors do not know the reviewer names. Therefore, authors 
should prepare the manuscript with no author information (e.g., no byline, addresses/
affiliations, acknowledgments, etc.; these items are entered into the Manuscript 
Central metadata at submission and are hidden from reviewers. They will be added to 
a manuscript at acceptance—see Accepted Manuscripts). Take care to label tables and 
figures with reference to the paper’s title, not author names. Reviewers will be able to 
download any files that you upload to the system, but will not have access to the pro-
tected metadata that you enter into text boxes upon submission. Any identification in 
headers or footers should be similarly anonymous. As a last consideration, authorship 
may be unintentionally revealed through such software features as document summa-
ries. If this is a concern, consult your local software experts. When authors submit, they 
will be asked to enter author and contact information into the system database, and 
the Editor and Headquarters Staff will have access to this information so that they can 
contact the authors about the outcome of the review and will use this information for 
processing accepted files.

The typical sequence for a paper is title, abstract, a list of abbreviations, introduction 
(without any heading), materials and methods, results, discussion, summary or conclu-
sions, references, figure captions (without any heading), and tables last of all. Some 
papers may have a theory section, a few have no materials and methods; the results and 
discussion section may be combined, and the summary may be incorporated into the 
discussion. If an appendix is needed, it comes before the references.

Authors, be aware that your papers may be screened for plagiarism. Our soft-
ware product evaluates papers to find significant duplication. If there appears to be 
major repetition from other sources, we will forward those papers to the Journal Editor 
for further evaluation and action if warranted, and you may be informed as well.

Title 
A good title briefly identifies the subject and indicates the purpose of the study 

or the major findings. Use common names of crops where possible, and avoid 
abbreviations. The recommended length is 12 words or less. 

Abstract 
Each paper must have an abstract, a single self-contained paragraph of 250 words or 

less for papers and 150 words or less for notes. State the rationale, objectives, methods, 
results, and their meaning or scope of application. Be specific. Identify the crops or 
organisms involved, as well as soil type, chemicals, or other details important to inter-
pretation of the results. Do not cite figures, tables, or references. Avoid equations. 

Tables 
•	 Start each table on a new page. 
•	 Always use your word processor’s table feature. That is, the table that you create should 

have defined cells. Do not create tables by using the space bar and/or tab keys. If you create 
your table in Excel, just copy and paste into Word, then check for proper alignment.

•	 Do not use the enter key within the body of the table. Instead, separate data horizontally 
with a new row. 

•	 Do not insert blank columns or rows. If you want extra spacing between columns or rows, 
indicate this on the hard copy you send to headquarters after your manuscript is accepted. 

•	 Asterisks or letters next to values indicating statistical significance should  appear in the 
same cell as the value, not an adjacent cell (i.e., they should not have their own column). 
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•	 Use the following symbols for footnotes in the order shown: †, ‡, §, ¶, #, ††, ‡‡, etc. The symbols 
*, **, and *** are always used to show 0.05, 0.01, and 0.001 probability levels, respectively, and 
are not used for other footnotes. Footnote symbols should not be set in superscript type, and all 
footnotes should be set on separate lines. 

•	 Spell out abbreviations on first mention in tables, even if they have already been defined in the 
text. The reader should be able to understand the table content without referring back to the text. 

•	 Individual values in the body may be highlighted in bold or italic type or underlined, but 
shading is not allowed.

•	 In the body of a table, only the first word in a row should be capitalized (the exception 
would be proper nouns, which should always be capitalized). 

Figures 
Prepare figures and provide them in high-resolution TIF or EPS files. This is the 

required format for the layout process. If a figure is larger than 100,000 K, contact the 
Headquarters Office (sernst@sciencesocieties.org) following acceptance to arrange 
for ftp transfer. (You will need to reduce the resolution for the review process, but the 
high-resolution version is needed for publication.)

To maintain clear contrast, use line patterns instead of shading and avoid thin, 
light lines. As feasible, plan for reduction to one-column width (84 mm, or ~3.25 
inches). The original should be one-third to one-half larger than the intended final 
size. You can test the reduction quality on a copier. Keep relative sizes in mind when 
adding symbols, letters, and numbers.  

Helpful tips for converting your file to TIF or EPS are available on a form at the 
Manuscript Central site (Instructions & Forms).

Agronomy Journal will publish four-color images. Authors may publish color 
illustrations such as photos, figures, or maps in papers, but at their own expense. The 
author cost for color is $250 per journal page. 

Equations
All display equations and hatted symbols need to be editable during setting. 

Any character or equation that can be composed in the Times New Roman font 
should not be placed in a box or inserted as a symbol font—keep all text in normal 
paragraph, inline format when possible. If composing with Microsoft Word 2007, 
be careful how equations are inserted. Display equations must be composed using 
the Microsoft Equation 3.0 editor found under insert object, or with another 
MathML editor such as MathType. Do not use insert equation, which creates 
images that cannot be used for typesetting. Anything that cannot be typeset will be 
returned to the author at acceptance.

References
The reference section is typically limited to published literature and unpublished 

but available reports, abstracts, theses, and dissertations. Alphabetize the list by the 
surnames of the first author, and then by the second and third authors. Cite unpub-
lished data, personal communications, and reports not available to the public in the 
text only (in parentheses; state the year). 

For journal articles, give the authors, year, complete article title, abbreviated jour-
nal title, volume number, and inclusive pages. For book chapters, give the authors, 
year, chapter title, pages, book editor (if any), complete book title, publisher, and 
place of publication. For proceedings, give also the place and date of the conference. 
For electronic references, see the style manual.  See the style manual for examples of all 
reference types: https://www.agronomy.org/publications/style/.

Submitting Manuscripts
Authors should submit manuscripts electronically via our Manuscript Central 

system (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/agron). Manuscript Central allows 
authors to track the status of their manuscript through the review process. To ensure 
a double-blind review, authors should not include any identifying information in 
the manuscript files (e.g., no byline, addresses/affiliations, acknowledgments, etc.; 
you will include this information on pages 3 and 5 of your submission, as these items 
will be added to a paper after acceptance. See Manuscript Preparation and Accepted 
Manuscripts). Detailed instructions for using Manuscript Central can be found on 
the website. 

Authors are invited to submit color images for possible use on the cover at no added 
expense. An ideal cover combines scientific meaning and visual beauty, and is related 
to the subject of the paper. Please submit high-resolution TIF or EPS files with at least 
300 dpi in the finished size to either Manuscript Central or directly to Headquarters 
following acceptance. See current issues for examples, size, and shape. 

The author–paper documentation should be a single paragraph that lists all 
authors with their complete current addresses. It should include any applicable 
documentation for the paper, such as the institutional article number, contrib-
uting institutions, or a brief statement of financial support. It should end with 
“Received—. *Corresponding author (email).” The corresponding author is the 
one who works with the editors during review and production and acts as the 
primary contact for reprints and information requests after publication. 

Potential Reviewers 
When authors submit manuscripts through the Manuscript Central system, 

they will be prompted to provide a list of potential reviewers. These reviewers 
must not have a conflict of interest involving the authors or paper, and the edi-
torial board has the right to not use any reviewers suggested by authors. 

Authorship
Prior to journal submission, the submitting author should have sent each liv-

ing co-author a draft copy of the manuscript and have obtained each co-author’s 
assent to co-authorship of it. Occasionally author names are added or deleted 
from a manuscript between the time of submission and publication. In these 
situations, the ethical and responsible manner of handling this type of change 
is for the lead author to advise the author being added or deleted of the change 
and to notify, in writing, the Editor and Managing Editor of the journal.

Publishing Supplemental Information 
Video, color, animation, data sets, and other information that is expensive or diffi-

cult to publish on paper can be published in the online version of the journal. Include 
any supplemental files with the original submission and notify the Editor in the cover 
letter. The supplemental files will then be included in the review process. If submitting 
videos for supplemental data please use the format .FLV (Flash Video) with  640 × 
480 or  720 × 480 (widescreen) as the resolution. If you do not have this format avail-
able to you please contact the managing editor.

Accepted Manuscripts
Upon acceptance, Headquarters will assemble the previously hidden parts 

of the paper (author byline, author–paper documentation, and acknowledg-
ments) with the manuscript files (figures, text, tables, etc.). Via the Manuscript 
Central system, all of these items arrive to the Headquarters Office immediately 
upon final acceptance by the Editor. If you have a figure or cover submission 
>100,000 K, you’ll need to contact Headquarters  (sernst@sciencesocieties.org) 
to make arrangements for file transfer. 

Authors are responsible for obtaining all permissions for use of figures from 
other publishers and should supply these releases at the time the manuscript is 
accepted. Authors are also responsible for obtaining permission from individu-
als whose images are included in photographs. Please note that ASA-CSSA-
SSSA reserves the right to publish and republish any images you submit with a 
manuscript.

Publication Charges
For papers submitted in 2008 or later: (1) The corresponding (starred) author of an 

accepted manuscript, at the time of acceptance, must be a member of ASA to receive 
the member rate. (2) The page charge is $80 per page for pages one through six, and 
$175 for each page beyond six.  The nonmember fee is an additional $100 per paper.

Tables and black-and-white figures cost $10.00 each. Color figures cost $250 per 
journal page. Author alterations after a paper has been typeset are $5.00 per line.

Open Access Optional Fee
An author has the option of paying an additional $1000 fee, above the usual pub-

lication charge, to make the article open access (freely available without subscription) 
at the time of publication online (https://www.agronomy.org/publications/aj). 
Authors may not post their articles to other websites; they may only post the title, 
authors, and abstract and include a link to the article online. If you’d like the open 
access option, we need to know before the manuscript goes to press; please let 
Headquarters know at or before galley time.

Agronomy Journal Online
Need examples of layout for submission? See the pdf versions of papers at the 

Journal website, https://www.agronomy.org/publications/aj.
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