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Scope and Editorial Policy
Accounts of Chemical Research is a journal of concise

descriptions of recent research developments in chem-
istry, biochemistry, and related fields. Most articles are
written by scientists personally responsible for much of
the research described and directed to a broad range of
scientists who wish to keep abreast of the best current
research. Readability by the nonexpert is essential. Most
manuscripts are submitted after invitation by the Editor-
in-Chief, but unsolicited manuscripts are also consid-
ered. Each submission should include the author’s postal
and e-mail addresses, and telephone and facsimile
numbers. Manuscripts should be submitted to Joan S.
Valentine, Editor-in-Chief, Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry, UCLA, 607 Charles E. Young Drive East,
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1569. For questions about manu-
script preparation, call the Journal office at (310) 825-
1790; e-mail acr@chem.ucla.edu.

Articles. An article in Accounts should create in the
mind of the general reader an awareness, in moderate
depth, of significant developments and cogent thought
at or near the research frontier. A typical Account deals
with a topic of intense interest to the author and to a
considerable extent treats the author’s own experimental
or theoretical results. Unpublished data may be included
to a minor extent. Articles should present salient experi-
mental discoveries and theoretical results, interpret their
significance, establish perspective with respect to earlier
work and to contemporary research by other investiga-
tors, evaluate the present state of the subject, and cast
a glance to the future.

Another welcome type of article examines critically a
question of current interest and draws new generaliza-
tions or new perspectives from the evidence. Compre-
hensive reviews do not fall within the mission of
Accounts.

Article Content. Articles should be directed concur-
rently to two audiences: a general audience of intel-
lectually alert, research-minded scientists and a specific
audience of peers in the author’s research field.

A good introduction, including a historical orientation,
is critical. This important section should catch and hold
the interest of nonspecialist readers and entice them to
read the entire article. Terms and concepts unique to
the research area must be carefully explained or defined.

For the author’s peers, the body of the paper should
contain a perspective and a tightly reasoned presentation
of the subject.

A short section of concluding remarks should discuss
the broader significance of the work, view it in perspec-
tive, and mention applications or future prospects.

Accounts looks with favor on styles of presentation
somewhat less formal than prevail in much scientific
writing.

Commentaries. These brief opinions include theoreti-

cal implications, mechanistic interpretation, significance
of data, or definitive experiments, and should not be
laudatory, for establishing priority, or for announce-
ments. Controversial commentaries are welcome, as are
ones expressing opinions contrasting with those in
published Accounts.

Abstracts. At the beginning of each paper, there
should be an abstract that is approximately 75-100
words in length describing the scope and focus of the
article.

Manuscript Length. Conciseness is a well-established
Accounts tradition; our readers prefer short articles.
Manuscripts are limited to 6000 words. This includes
the text, references, author names, and biographical
sketches. Do not include abstract or author addresses
in your count. Authors will be expected to abide by this
rule. Each submitted article must be accompanied by a
statement from the corresponding author indicating the
word count of the article and how it was obtained.
Overlength articles will be returned to the authors for
shortening prior to review.

Commentaries are substantially shorter than articles;
brevity and clarity are absolutely essential. Biographical
data are not included.

Antiredundancy. Articles are not acceptable if they
substantially duplicate a contemporary review or book
chapter on the same subject by the same author, unless
(a) the review or book is far more comprehensive than
the Account or (b) the point of view is wholly different
(for example, if one article emphasizes synthesis and
another, problems of structure). The author is expected
to inform the Editor-in-Chief of other reviews or book
chapters on the same subject recently published or
planned for the near future by that author.

Review. All manuscripts, including those specifically
solicited by the Editor-in-Chief, are sent to competent
readers for criticism both of scientific content and of
readability. Review of Commentaries will particularly
emphasize breadth and depth of interest. It is strongly
recommended that the authors list appropriate reviewers
for their research in a cover letter accompanying the
manuscript. The recommendations of the reviewers may
not always be followed by the Editor-in-Chief, who
accepts full responsibility for decisions about the manu-
script. The name of a reviewer will not be disclosed to
an author without the reviewer’s consent.

Notice: Submissions accepted for publication in ACS
Journals will be posted in the World Wide Web edition
of the journal as soon as galley proofs are corrected
and all author concerns are resolved. This can occur
several weeks in advance of the cover date of the
printed issue. Authors should take this into account
when planning their intellectual and patent activities
related to a document. The actual date on which the
document is posted on the Web is recorded in a
separate line at the bottom of the first page of the
document in the printed issue, and is considered to
be the date of publication. For more information see
the Web site at http://pubs.acs.org.
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Preparation of Manuscripts
Preparation of Copy. The instructions of The ACS Style

Guide (1997; available from Oxford University Press,
Order Department, 201 Evans Road, Cary, NC 27513) are
generally applicable. Manuscripts should be prepared in
standard, double-spaced (23 lines/20 cm) format, with
generous margins and submitted in quintuplicate. Com-
puter-composed manuscripts should be printed with a
“letter quality” (not dot-matrix) printer. For authors, use
at least one given name (“John S. Smith” rather than “J.
S. Smith”). When there is more than one author, all
authors and their addresses should be listed (their
addresses should not be included in the word count).
Indicate the one to whom correspondence should be
addressed by an asterisk. References and footnotes
(double-spaced), tables, and illustrations (figures, schemes,
charts, structural formulas, and so on) should be gath-
ered together at the end of the manuscript.

References. References to the literature and all notes
regardless of their nature (except those in tables) should
be numbered in one consecutive series, repetition of
references being avoided by using the superscript num-
ber corresponding to the original reference. Reference
numbers in the text should be prepared as unparenthe-
sized superscripts, but enclosed in parentheses (on line)
in the references and notes section following the text.
Bibliographic references to classified documents and
reports or to unpublished material not generally avail-
able to the scientific public should not be used. The
accuracy of the references is the responsibility of the
author. Because hyperlinking is now added to many
references in the Web edition of the journal, reference
accuracy is critical. Literature references should be
arranged and punctuated as shown:

(1) Doe, J. S.; Smith, J.; Roe, P. Stereochemistry of
Diels-Alder Reactions. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1968, 90, 8234-
8265.

Include initials of authors, article title, and the journal
abbreviation used in the Chemical Abstracts Service
Source Index (CASSI) 1907-1999 Cumulative and its
supplements. Inclusive pagination as indicated is re-
quired.

References to all other publications should include
author, title, volume, publisher, address, date of publica-
tion, and pages, thus:

(2) Smith, A. B. Textbook of Organic Chemistry; D. C.
Jones: New York, 1961; pp 123-126.

(3) Wawzonek, S. Potentiometry: Oxidation-Reduc-
tion Potentials. In Techniques of Chemistry; Weissburger,
A., Rossiter, B. W., Eds.; Wiley-Interscience: New York,
1971; Vol. IIA, Chapter 1.

Tables. Tables should be used only if they will present
information more effectively than running text. If rea-
sonably possible, they should be designed to occupy fully
a single column, which will take 50-75 characters and
spaces, or the full width of a page, which will take 110-

160. Care should be taken to avoid any arrangement that
unduly increases the depth of a table, and the column
heads should be made as brief as possible, using
abbreviations liberally. Lines of data should not be
numbered nor run numbers given unless these numbers
are needed for reference in the text. Columns should not
be used to contain only one or two entries, nor should
the same entry be repeated numerous times consecu-
tively. Data should not be included in one column that
are deducible easily by simple arithmetic from data in
another column. Tables should be numbered consecu-
tively with Arabic numerals. They should be grouped
together at the end of the manuscript but need not be
placed alone on separate sheets.

Figures, schemes, and charts should be numbered
consecutively with a separate series of Arabic numerals
for each of these three categories of illustrations. All
figure captions and scheme and chart titles and foot-
notes should be typed together on one or more separate
sheets. The illustrations, captions, titles, and footnotes
should be grouped together at the end of the manuscript.

Formulas and Equations. Empirical and structural
formulas and mathematical and chemical equations
should be arranged to fill adequately the width of a single
column. Avoid complicated superscripts and subscripts.
Use fractional exponents instead of root signs. Structural
formulas should be submitted as copy suitable for direct
photographic reproduction and should fill space eco-
nomically, using bonds and arrows vertically, horizon-
tally, or diagonally, whenever possible. Do not use
structures when a simple formula will suffice, e.g.,
(CH3)2NCH2CONH2.

Biographical Information. Submit a short, double-
spaced paragraph for each author: date and place of
birth, universities attended and degrees obtained, prin-
cipal professional posts held, present title, a line or two
about other major research interests, and anything else
professionally relevant that is of special interest.

Cover Art. Authors of articles are invited to submit
attractive, chemically relevant, color illustrations for
consideration for use in the cover design. Please include
a cover caption. Illustrations by persons who are not
authors may also be considered, but illustrations by
authors of articles in a particular issue will have priority
for that issue. Final decisions on cover design are made
by the Editor-in-Chief.

Guidelines for Illustrations in ACS Journals. General
Considerations. The quality of the graphics in the Journal
depends on the quality of the originals provided by the
author. Figures cannot be modified or enhanced by the
journal production staff. Whenever possible, the graphic
files furnished by authors on disks with accepted manu-
scripts are used in production of the journal. Please note
that even if graphics files are submitted, good quality,
hardcopy original figures are still required. Hardcopy
graphics are digitized during journal production. Con-
trast is important. Use dark black ink. Hardcopy graphics
should be printed on a high-resolution laser printer on
smooth, opaque white paper. Remove all color from
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graphics, except for those graphics that you would like
to have considered for publication in color (see Color
section below for details).

For more information see the Web site (http://
pubs.acs.org).

Illustrations must fit a one- or two-column format on
the journal page: For efficient use of journal space, single-
column illustrations are preferred.

single (preferred) double
min width 10.5 cm (4.13 in.)
max width 8.25 cm (3.25 in.) 17.78 cm (7 in.)
max depth 24 cm (9.5 in.) 24 cm (9.5 in.)

For best results, submit illustrations at the actual size at
which they should appear in the journal. Original illustra-
tions that do not need to be reduced to fit a single or
double column will yield the best quality. Lettering should
be no smaller than 4.5 points. (Helvetica or Arial type
works well for lettering.) Lines should be no thinner than
0.5 point. Lettering and lines should be of uniform density.

If you must submit artwork that must be reduced, use
larger lettering and thicker lines so that, when reduced,
the artwork meets the above-mentioned parameters.

Avoid using complex textures and shading to achieve
a three-dimensional effect. To show a pattern, choose a
simple cross-hatch design.

Submit only original artwork or high-quality photo-
graphic prints of originals; photocopies do not reproduce
well.

Graphics submitted digitally should be saved as TIFF
files and included in that format on the disk submitted
with the final version of the accepted manuscript. Fol-
lowing are the minimum resolution requirements:

Black and white line art 1200 dpi
Grayscale art 600 dpi
Color art 300 dpi

Photographs. High-contrast prints with a smooth or
glossy finish work best. Send photographs that are single-
or double-column width so that they will not have to be
reduced. Do not submit negatives, slides, or overhead
transparencies. Avoid photographs produced on a laser
printer and prints cut from a printed publication; these
do not give good results.

Do not write on the front or back of the image area of
the photograph. These marks may show through when
the photograph is scanned.

Color. Color photographs and artwork may be printed
in the journal, if approved by the Editor, at no cost to the
author. Color illustrations should only be submitted if
essential for clarity of communication. A surcharge of $100
per 100 reprints will be added to the cost of reprints. Do
not submit color prints to be printed in black and white.

Chemical Structures. Structures should be produced
with the use of a drawing program such as ChemDraw.
Structure drawing preferences (preset in the ACS Stylesheet
in ChemDraw) are as follows:

(1) As drawing settings select:
chain angle 120°
bond spacing 18% of width
fixed length 14.4 pt (0.508 cm, 0.2 in.)
bold width 2.0 pt (0.071 cm, 0.0278 in.)
line width 0.6 pt (0.021 cm, 0.0084 in.)
margin width 1.6 pt (0.056 cm, 0.0222 in.)
hash spacing 2.5 pt (0.088 cm, 0.0347 in.)

(2) As text settings select:

font Arial/Helvetica
size 10 pt

(3) Under the preferences choose:

units points
tolerances 3 pixels

(4) Under page setup use:

Paper: US Letter
Scale: 100%

Authors using other drawing packages should, in as far
as possible, modify their program’s parameters so that
they reflect the above guidelines.

Electronic Manuscript Submission. In addition to hard
copy, the final accepted version of the manuscript should
be submitted in electronic form. Submissions not in
electronic form may face a delay in publication. Manu-
scripts prepared with the software packages listed below
will be used for production, providing the following
guidelines are adhered to. Failure to adhere to the
following instructions may prevent all or part of the
material supplied on disk from being used in production.

The disk should accompany the final accepted version
of the manuscript. The version on the disk MUST exactly
match the final accepted version in hardcopy.

When preparing a manuscript, use the document mode
or its equivalent in the word-processing program. If a non-
Western version of the word-processing software was used
to prepare the manuscript, save the file in rich-text format
(RTF); i.e., do not save files in “Text Only” (ASCII) mode.
Do not include any page-layout instructions such as
placement information for graphics in the file. The text
should be left-justified, and automatic end-of-line hy-
phenation should be turned off. Use carriage returns only
to end headings and paragraphs, not to break lines of text.
Do not insert spaces before punctuation. References must
conform to the format printed in the journal. Ensure that
all characters are correctly represented throughout the
manuscript: for example, 1 (one) and l (ell), 0 (zero) and
O (oh), x (ex) and × (times sign). Check the final copy
carefully for consistent notation and correct spelling. The
Editorial Office conversion program will faithfully transfer
any errors to the typeset copy. Check the disk with an up-
to-date virus detection program. The presence of a virus
may delay the publication of the manuscript. Label the
disk with the manuscript number and the corresponding
author name. Provide the platform, version of software
used, and filenames on the Diskette Description Form.

All text (including the title page, all sections of the body
of the paper, figure captions, scheme or chart titles and
footnotes, and references) and tabular material should be
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in one file, with the complete text first followed by the
tabular material. It is best to use the fonts “Times” and
“Symbol”. Other fonts, particularly those that do not come
bundled with the system software, may not translate
properly. Ensure that all special characters (e.g., Greek
characters, math symbols, etc.) are present in the body
of the text as characters and not as graphic representa-
tions. Consult the documentation for the specific software
package being used on how to detect the presence of
graphics in the files, and replace them with the appropri-
ate text characters. Tables may be created using a word
processor’s text mode or table format feature. The table
format feature is preferred. Ensure each data entry is in
its own table cell. If the text mode is used, separate
columns with a single tab and use a line feed (return) at
the end of each row.

As additional features become available, these instruc-
tions will be updated. The most current information can
be obtained via the Internet at http://pubs.acs.org/acr,
“info for authors”.

Currently Acceptable Word Processing Packages. Ma-
cintosh: WordPerfect 3.5, Microsoft Word, up to Word
2001, and FrameMaker 5.5 (.mif files). IBM and com-
patibles: WordPerfect, up to version 9.0, Microsoft Word,
up to Word 2000, and FrameMaker 5.5 (.mif files).
TeX users should follow the guidelines given at
http://pubs.acs.org/instruct/texguide.html.

Proofs and Reprint Order Forms. The galley proof,
original manuscript, and reprint order form are sent
directly to the author who submitted the article. The

attention of authors is directed to the instructions which
accompany the proof, especially the requirement that all
corrections, revisions, and additions be entered on the
proof and not on the manuscript. Proofs should be
checked against the manuscript, as this is not done by
the editor, and returned as soon as possible. No paper is
released for printing until the author’s proof has been
received.

Please return the reprint order form, along with a
purchase order or check, using the enclosed envelope
addressed to Cadmus Professional Communications. Re-
prints will be shipped within two weeks after the printed
journal date.

The author who submitted the manuscript will receive
50 free electronic reprints via an Electronic Reprint URL.

Page Charge and Copyright. Articles in Accounts are
not subject to page charges, and authors receive an
honorarium on publication. To facilitate honorarium
payment, a complete postal address and Social Security
number (U.S. authors only) for each author should ac-
company the manuscript. A properly completed ACS
“Copyright Status Form” must be provided for each
submitted manuscript (a copy is printed in each issue of
recent volumes, can be downloaded from the Web site
(http://pubs.acs.org; select “journals & magazines”, then
select a title, and go to “info for authors”), or can be
obtained by contacting the Journal office). Copyright
release for previously published material must be obtained
from its publisher (if not the ACS) and submitted by the
author.
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