
GENERAL INFORMATION
World Journal of  Gastroenterology (World J Gastroenterol, WJG, print 
ISSN 1007-9327, online ISSN 2219-2840, DOI: 10.3748) is a 
peer-reviewed open access (OA) journal. WJG was established 
on October 1, 1995. It is published weekly on the 7th, 14th, 21st, 
and 28th each month. The WJG Editorial Board consists of  1353 
experts in gastroenterology and hepatology from 68 countries.

Aims and scope
The primary task of  WJG is to rapidly publish high-quality 
original articles, reviews, and commentaries in the fields of  
gastroenterology, hepatology, gastrointestinal endoscopy, gas-
trointestinal surgery, hepatobiliary surgery, gastrointestinal 
oncology, gastrointestinal radiation oncology, gastrointestinal 
imaging, gastrointestinal interventional therapy, gastrointestinal 
infectious diseases, gastrointestinal pharmacology, gastrointesti-
nal pathophysiology, gastrointestinal pathology, evidence-based 
medicine in gastroenterology, pancreatology, gastrointestinal 
laboratory medicine, gastrointestinal molecular biology, gastro-
intestinal immunology, gastrointestinal microbiology, gastroin-
testinal genetics, gastrointestinal translational medicine, gastro-
intestinal diagnostics, and gastrointestinal therapeutics. WJG is 
dedicated to become an influential and prestigious journal in 
gastroenterology and hepatology, to promote the development 
of  above disciplines, and to improve the diagnostic and thera-
peutic skill and expertise of  clinicians.

WJG is published by Baishideng Publishing Group (BPG) 
in both electronic and online forms. All WJG articles are pub-
lished in WJG website and PubMed Central. The major advan-
tages of  OA journals are faster release and delivery, no page or 
graph restrictions, and increased visibility, usage and impact. 
Full-text PDF articles and electronic/online versions are freely 
available to global readers. After the paper is published, the 
author(s) can obtain high-quality PDF files, which contain the 
journal cover, a list of  editorial board members, table of  con-
tents, text, and back cover of  the journal. BPG has a strong 
professional editorial team composed of  editorial board mem-
bers, editors-in-chief, science editors, language editors, and elec-
tronic editors. BPG currently publishes 43 OA clinical medical 
journals, including 42 in English, has a total of  15471 editorial 
board members or peer reviewers, and is a world first-class 
publisher.

Columns
The columns in the issues of  WJG will include: (1) Editorial: 
The editorial board members are invited to make comments 
on an important topic in their field in terms of  its current re-
search status and future directions to lead the development of  
this discipline; (2) Frontier: The editorial board members are 
invited to select a highly cited cutting-edge original paper of  
his/her own to summarize major findings, the problems that 
have been resolved and remain to be resolved, and future re-

search directions to help readers understand his/her important 
academic point of  view and future research directions in the 
field; (3) Diagnostic Advances: The editorial board members 
are invited to write high-quality diagnostic advances in their 
field to improve the diagnostic skills of  readers. The topic cov-
ers general clinical diagnosis, differential diagnosis, pathological 
diagnosis, laboratory diagnosis, imaging diagnosis, endoscopic 
diagnosis, biotechnological diagnosis, functional diagnosis, and 
physical diagnosis; (4) Therapeutics Advances: The editorial 
board members are invited to write high-quality therapeutic 
advances in their field to help improve the therapeutic skills of  
readers. The topic covers medication therapy, psychotherapy, 
physical therapy, replacement therapy, interventional therapy, 
minimally invasive therapy, endoscopic therapy, transplantation 
therapy, and surgical therapy; (5) Field of  Vision: The editorial 
board members are invited to write commentaries on classic 
articles, hot topic articles, or latest articles to keep readers at 
the forefront of  research and increase their levels of  clinical 
research. Classic articles refer to papers that are included in Web 
of  Knowledge and have received a large number of  citations 
(ranking in the top 1%) after being published for more than 
years, reflecting the quality and impact of  papers. Hot topic 
articles refer to papers that are included in Web of  Knowledge 
and have received a large number of  citations after being pub-
lished for no more than 2 years, reflecting cutting-edge trends 
in scientific research. Latest articles refer to the latest published 
high-quality papers that are included in PubMed, reflecting the 
latest research trends. These commentary articles should focus 
on the status quo of  research, the most important research 
topics, the problems that have now been resolved and remain 
to be resolved, and future research directions. Basic information 
about the article to be commented (including authors, article 
title, journal name, year, volume, and inclusive page numbers; (6) 
Minireviews: The editorial board members are invited to write 
short reviews on recent advances and trends in research of  mo-
lecular biology, genomics, and related cutting-edge technologies 
to provide readers with the latest knowledge and help improve 
their diagnostic and therapeutic skills; (7) Review: To make a sys-
tematic review to focus on the status quo of  research, the most 
important research topics, the problems that have now been re-
solved and remain to be resolved, and future research directions; 
(8) Topic Highlight: The editorial board members are invited to 
write a series of  articles (7-10 articles) to comment and discuss 
a hot topic to help improve the diagnostic and therapeutic skills 
of  readers; (9) Medical Ethics: The editorial board members are 
invited to write articles about medical ethics to increase read-
ers’ knowledge of  medical ethics. The topic covers international 
ethics guidelines, animal studies, clinical trials, organ transplanta-
tion, etc.; (10) Clinical Case Conference or Clinicopathological 
Conference: The editorial board members are invited to contrib-
ute high-quality clinical case conference; (11) Original Articles: 
To report innovative and original findings in gastroenterology 
and hepatology; (12) Brief  Articles: To briefly report the novel 
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and innovative findings in gastroenterology and hepatology; 
(13) Meta-Analysis: Covers the systematic review, mixed treat-
ment comparison, meta-regression, and overview of  reviews, in 
order to summarize a given quantitative effect, e.g., the clinical 
effectiveness and safety of  clinical treatments by combining data 
from two or more randomized controlled trials, thereby provid-
ing more precise and externally valid estimates than those which 
would stem from each individual dataset if  analyzed separately 
from the others; (14) Case Report: To report a rare or typical 
case; (15) Letters to the Editor: To discuss and make reply to 
the contributions published in WJG, or to introduce and com-
ment on a controversial issue of  general interest; (16) Book 
Reviews: To introduce and comment on quality monographs of  
gastroenterology and hepatology; and (17) Autobiography: The 
editorial board members are invited to write their autobiography 
to provide readers with stories of  success or failure in their 
scientific research career. The topic covers their basic personal 
information and information about when they started doing re-
search work, where and how they did research work, what they 
have achieved, and their lessons from success or failure.

Name of journal
World Journal of  Gastroenterology

ISSN
ISSN 1007-9327 (print)
ISSN 2219-2840 (online)

Launch date
October 1, 1995

Frequency
Weekly

Editors-in-chief
Damian Garcia-Olmo, MD, PhD, Doctor, Professor, Surgeon, 
Department of  Surgery, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid; Depart-
ment of  General Surgery, Fundacion Jimenez Diaz University Hos-
pital, Madrid 28040, Spain

Saleh A Naser, PhD, Professor, Burnett School of  Biomedical 
Sciences, College of  Medicine, University of  Central Florida, Or-
lando, FL 32816, United States

Stephen C Strom, PhD, Professor, Department of Laboratory 
Medicine, Division of Pathology, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm 
141-86, Sweden

Andrzej S Tarnawski, MD, PhD, DSc (Med), Professor of  
Medicine, Chief Gastroenterology, VA Long Beach Health Care 
System, University of  California, Irvine, CA, 5901 E. Seventh Str., 
Long Beach, CA 90822, United States

Editorial office
Jin-Lei Wang, Director
Xiu-Xia Song, Vice Director
World Journal of  Gastroenterology
Room 903, Building D, Ocean International Center,
No. 62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, China
Telephone: +86-10-59080039
Fax: +86-10-85381893
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
http://www.wjgnet.com

Publisher
Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited
Flat C, 23/F., Lucky Plaza, 
315-321 Lockhart Road, 
Wan Chai, Hong Kong, China
Fax: +852-65557188
Telephone: +852-31779906
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com
http://www.wjgnet.com

Production center
Beijing Baishideng BioMed Scientific Co., Limited
Room 903, Building D, Ocean International Center,
No. 62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100025, China
Telephone: +86-10-85381892
Fax: +86-10-85381893

Representative office
USA Office
8226 Regency Drive,
Pleasanton, CA 94588-3144, United States

Instructions to authors
Full instructions are available online at http://www.wjgnet.
com/1007-9327/g_info_20100315215714.htm

Indexed and abstracted in
Current Contents®/Clinical Medicine, Science Citation Index 
Expanded (also known as SciSearch®), Journal Citation Reports®,  
Index Medicus, MEDLINE, PubMed, PubMed Central, Digital 
Object Identifier, and Directory of  Open Access Journals. ISI, 
Thomson Reuters, 2011  Impact Factor: 2.471 (32/74 Gastroen-
terology and Hepatology).

SPECIAL STATEMENT
All articles published in this journal represent the viewpoints 
of  the authors except where indicated otherwise.

Biostatistical editing
Statistical review is performed after peer review. We invite an 
expert in Biomedical Statistics to evaluate the statistical method 
used in the paper, including t test (group or paired compari-
sons), chi-squared test, ridit, probit, logit, regression (linear, 
curvilinear, or stepwise), correlation, analysis of  variance, anal-
ysis of  covariance, etc. The reviewing points include: (1) Statisti-
cal methods should be described when they are used to verify 
the results; (2) Whether the statistical techniques are suitable or 
correct; (3) Only homogeneous data can be averaged. Standard 
deviations are preferred to standard errors. Give the number of  
observations and subjects (n). Losses in observations, such as 
drop-outs from the study should be reported; (4) Values such 
as ED50, LD50, IC50 should have their 95% confidence limits 
calculated and compared by weighted probit analysis (Bliss and 
Finney); and (5) The word “significantly” should be replaced 
by its synonyms (if  it indicates extent) or the P value (if  it indi-
cates statistical significance). 
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Referees are also asked to indicate any potential conflict they 
might have reviewing a particular paper. Before submitting, 
authors are suggested to read “Uniform Requirements for 
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Ethical Consid-
erations in the Conduct and Reporting of  Research: Conflicts 
of  Interest” from International Committee of  Medical Journal 
Editors (ICMJE), which is available at: http://www.icmje.org/
ethical_4conflicts.html. 

Statement of informed consent
Manuscripts should contain a statement to the effect that all hu-
man studies have been reviewed by the appropriate ethics com-
mittee or it should be stated clearly in the text that all persons 
gave their informed consent prior to their inclusion in the study. 
Details that might disclose the identity of  the subjects under 
study should be omitted. Authors should also draw attention to 
the Code of  Ethics of  the World Medical Association (Declara-
tion of  Helsinki, 1964, as revised in 2004).

Sample wording: [Name of  individual] has received fees for 
serving as a speaker, a consultant and an advisory board member 
for [names of  organizations], and has received research fund-
ing from [names of  organization]. [Name of  individual] is an 
employee of  [name of  organization]. [Name of  individual] owns 
stocks and shares in [name of  organization]. [Name of  individu-
al] owns patent [patent identification and brief  description].

Statement of human and animal rights
When reporting the results from experiments, authors should 
follow the highest standards and the trial should conform to 
Good Clinical Practice (for example, US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Good Clinical Practice in FDA-Regulated Clinical 
Trials; UK Medicines Research Council Guidelines for Good 
Clinical Practice in Clinical Trials) and/or the World Medical 
Association Declaration of  Helsinki. Generally, we suggest au-
thors follow the lead investigator’s national standard. If  doubt 
exists whether the research was conducted in accordance with 
the above standards, the authors must explain the rationale for 
their approach and demonstrate that the institutional review 
body explicitly approved the doubtful aspects of  the study. 

Before submitting, authors should make their study ap-
proved by the relevant research ethics committee or institutional 
review board. If  human participants were involved, manuscripts 
must be accompanied by a statement that the experiments were 
undertaken with the understanding and appropriate informed 
consent of  each. Any personal item or information will not be 
published without explicit consents from the involved patients. 
If  experimental animals were used, the materials and methods 
(experimental procedures) section must clearly indicate that ap-
propriate measures were taken to minimize pain or discomfort, 
and details of  animal care should be provided.

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS
Manuscripts should be typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book 
Antiqua with ample margins. Number all pages consecutively, 
and start each of  the following sections on a new page: Title 
Page, Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, 
Discussion, Acknowledgements, References, Tables, Figures, 
and Figure Legends. Neither the editors nor the publisher are 
responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors. Manu-
scripts formally accepted for publication become the permanent 
property of  Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited, and may 
not be reproduced by any means, in whole or in part, without the 
written permission of  both the authors and the publisher. We 
reserve the right to copy-edit and put onto our website accepted 

manuscripts. Authors should follow the relevant guidelines for 
the care and use of  laboratory animals of  their institution or 
national animal welfare committee. For the sake of  transparency 
in regard to the performance and reporting of  clinical trials, we 
endorse the policy of  the ICMJE to refuse to publish papers 
on clinical trial results if  the trial was not recorded in a publicly-
accessible registry at its outset. The only register now available, to 
our knowledge, is http://www.clinicaltrials.gov sponsored by the 
United States National Library of  Medicine and we encourage 
all potential contributors to register with it. However, in the case 
that other registers become available you will be duly notified. 
A letter of  recommendation from each author’s organization 
should be provided with the contributed article to ensure the pri-
vacy and secrecy of  research is protected.

Authors should retain one copy of  the text, tables, photo-
graphs and illustrations because rejected manuscripts will not be 
returned to the author(s) and the editors will not be responsible 
for loss or damage to photographs and illustrations sustained dur-
ing mailing.

Online submissions
Manuscripts should be submitted through the Online Submis-
sion System at: http://www.wjgnet.com/esps/. Authors are 
highly recommended to consult the ONLINE INSTRUC-
TIONS TO AUTHORS (http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/
g_info_20100315215714.htm) before attempting to submit online. 
For assistance, authors encountering problems with the Online 
Submission System may send an email describing the problem to 
bpgoffice@wjgnet.com, or by telephone: +86-10-5908-0039. If  
you submit your manuscript online, do not make a postal contri-
bution. Repeated online submission for the same manuscript is 
strictly prohibited.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
All contributions should be written in English. All articles must be 
submitted using word-processing software. All submissions must 
be typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book Antiqua with ample 
margins. Style should conform to our house format. Required in-
formation for each of  the manuscript sections is as follows:

Title page
Title: Title should be less than 12 words.

Running title: A short running title of  less than 6 words should 
be provided.

Authorship: Authorship credit should be in accordance with the 
standard proposed by ICMJE, based on (1) substantial contribu-
tions to conception and design, acquisition of  data, or analysis and 
interpretation of  data; (2) drafting the article or revising it critically 
for important intellectual content; and (3) final approval of  the ver-
sion to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.

Institution: Author names should be given first, then the com-
plete name of  institution, city, province and postcode. For ex-
ample, Xu-Chen Zhang, Li-Xin Mei, Department of  Pathology, 
Chengde Medical College, Chengde 067000, Hebei Province, 
China. One author may be represented from two institutions, 
for example, George Sgourakis, Department of  General, Viscer-
al, and Transplantation Surgery, Essen 45122, Germany; George 
Sgourakis, 2nd Surgical Department, Korgialenio-Benakio Red 
Cross Hospital, Athens 15451, Greece.

Author contributions: The format of  this section should be: 
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Author contributions: Wang CL and Liang L contributed equally 
to this work; Wang CL, Liang L, Fu JF, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu 
XM designed the research; Wang CL, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu 
XM performed the research; Xue JZ and Lu JR contributed new 
reagents/analytic tools; Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF analyzed the 
data; and Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF wrote the paper.

Supportive foundations: The complete name and number of  
supportive foundations should be provided, e.g. Supported by 
National Natural Science Foundation of  China, No. 30224801

Correspondence to: Only one corresponding address should be 
provided. Author names should be given first, then author title, 
affiliation, the complete name of  institution, city, postcode, prov-
ince, country, and email. All the letters in the email should be in 
lower case. A space interval should be inserted between country 
name and email address. For example, Montgomery Bissell, MD, 
Professor of  Medicine, Chief, Liver Center, Gastroenterology 
Division, University of  California, Box 0538, San Francisco, CA 
94143, United States. montgomery.bissell@ucsf.edu

Telephone and fax: Telephone and fax should consist of  +, 
country number, district number and telephone or fax number, 
e.g., Telephone: +86-10-59080039 Fax: +86-10-85381893

Peer reviewers: All articles received are subject to peer review. 
Normally, three experts are invited for each article. Decision on 
acceptance is made only when at least two experts recommend 
publication of  an article. All peer-reviewers are acknowledged on 
Express Submission and Peer-review System website. 

Abstract
There are unstructured abstracts (no less than 200 words) and 
structured abstracts. The specific requirements for structured 
abstracts are as follows: 

An informative, structured abstract should accompany each 
manuscript. Abstracts of  original contributions should be struc-
tured into the following sections: AIM (no more than 20 words; 
Only the purpose of  the study should be included. Please write 
the Aim in the form of  “To investigate/study/…”), METH-
ODS (no less than 140 words for Original Articles; and no less 
than 80 words for Brief  Articles), RESULTS (no less than 150 
words for Original Articles and no less than 120 words for Brief  
Articles; You should present P values where appropriate and 
must provide relevant data to illustrate how they were obtained, 
e.g., 6.92 ± 3.86 vs 3.61 ± 1.67, P < 0.001), and CONCLUSION 
(no more than 26 words).  

Key words
Please list 5-10 key words, selected mainly from Index Medicus, 
which reflect the content of  the study.

Core tip
Please write a summary of  less than 100 words to outline the 
most innovative and important arguments and core contents 
in your paper to attract readers.

Text
For articles of  these sections, original articles and brief  articles, 
the main text should be structured into the following sections: 
INTRODUCTION, MATERIALS AND METHODS, RE-
SULTS and DISCUSSION, and should include appropriate Fig-
ures and Tables. Data should be presented in the main text or in 
Figures and Tables, but not in both.

Illustrations
Figures should be numbered as 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned clearly 
in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each figure on a separate 
page. Detailed legends should not be provided under the figures. 
This part should be added into the text where the figures are ap-
plicable. Keeping all elements compiled is necessary in line-art 
image. Scale bars should be used rather than magnification fac-
tors, with the length of  the bar defined in the legend rather than 
on the bar itself. File names should identify the figure and panel. 
Avoid layering type directly over shaded or textured areas. Please 
use uniform legends for the same subjects. For example: Figure 1 
Pathological changes in atrophic gastritis after treatment. A:...; 
B:...; C:...; D:...; E:...; F:...; G: …etc. It is our principle to publish 
high resolution-figures for the E-versions.

Tables
Three-line tables should be numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned 
clearly in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each table. Detailed 
legends should not be included under tables, but rather added into 
the text where applicable. The information should complement, 
but not duplicate the text. Use one horizontal line under the title, 
a second under column heads, and a third below the Table, above 
any footnotes. Vertical and italic lines should be omitted.

Notes in tables and illustrations
Data that are not statistically significant should not be noted. 
aP < 0.05, bP < 0.01 should be noted (P > 0.05 should not be 
noted). If  there are other series of  P values, cP < 0.05 and dP 
< 0.01 are used. A third series of  P values can be expressed as 
eP < 0.05 and fP < 0.01. Other notes in tables or under illustra-
tions should be expressed as 1F, 2F, 3F; or sometimes as other 
symbols with a superscript (Arabic numerals) in the upper left 
corner. In a multi-curve illustration, each curve should be la-
beled with ●, ○, ■, □, ▲, △, etc., in a certain sequence.
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cording to the citation order in the text. Put reference numbers 
in square brackets in superscript at the end of  citation content or 
after the cited author’s name. For citation content which is part of  
the narration, the coding number and square brackets should be 
typeset normally. For example, “Crohn’s disease (CD) is associ-
ated with increased intestinal permeability[1,2]”. If  references are 
cited directly in the text, they should be put together within the 
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org/SimpleTextQuery/, respectively. The numbers will be used 
in E-version of  this journal.

Style for journal references
Authors: the name of  the first author should be typed in bold-
faced letters. The family name of  all authors should be typed 
with the initial letter capitalized, followed by their abbreviated 
first and middle initials. (For example, Lian-Sheng Ma is ab-
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Conference proceedings
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Conference paper
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on first mention in the text. In general, terms should not be ab-
breviated unless they are used repeatedly and the abbreviation 
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