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Instructions to authors

1. General

The author(s) transfer(s) the copyright to
his/their article to Springer effective if and
when the article is accepted for publication.
The copyright covers the exclusive and unlimit-
ed rights to reproduce and distribute the article
in any form of reproduction (printing, electronic
media or any other form); it also covers trans-
lation rights for all languages and countries.
For U.S. authors the copyright is transferred to
the extent transferable.

Clinical and Experimental Medicine publishes
reports of clinical and experimental work con-
cerned with the following fields: clinical
chemistry, hematology, immunology, oncolo-
gy and virology.

Authors should submit their manuscripts online
to facilitate even quicker and more efficient pro-
cessing. Electronic submission substrantially
reduces the editorial processing and reviewing
times and shortens overall publication times.
Please log directly onto the site

http://www.editorialmanager.com/cem

and upload your manuscript following the
onscreen instructions.

The author(s) must state in a cover letter that
the material is not under consideration for pub-
lication elsewhere and that it has not already
been published elsewhere in any language or
form (except for abstracts). The following arti-
cles are considered for publication by the
Editorial Board.

When submitting your paper, kindly supply the
Editor-in-Chief with an electronically prepared
manuscript; however, please do not provide
any disk to the publisher or the Editor until your
manuscript has been reviewed and accepted
for publication.

2. Open Choice Publication

In addition to the normal publication process
(whereby an article is submitted to the journal
and access to that article is granted to cus-
tomers who have purchased a subscription),
Springer now provides an alternative publishing
option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open
Choice article receives all the benefits of a reg-
ular ‘subscription-based’ article, but in addition is
made available publicly through Springer’s
online platform SpringerLink. To publish via
Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please
visit www.springeronline.com/openchoice to
complete the relevant order form and provide
the required payment information. Payment
must be received in full before publication or arti-
cles will published as regular subscription-
model articles. We regret that Springer Open
Choice cannot be ordered for published articles.

3. Original papers

Full-length papers should normally have a max-
imum of 12 printed pages, including references,
tables, figures and legends. Manuscripts should
be submitted in standard grammatical English,
using American spelling throughout; this is the
responsibility of the author.

4. Short communications

This section is reserved for reports with a
maximum of four printed pages (approxi-
mately 3,500 words), including up to ten ref-
erences and three illustrations (tables and/or
figures). Papers should be marked as “Short
communications” immediately above the title
on the first page, and should provide results
of immediate interest that deserve expedited
publication.

5. Format and style

Manuscripts must be typed in double-line
spacing (1 cm between lines), including ref-
erences, tables, legends, etc., on one side of
the paper only and with 3-cm margins on
both sides of the page, plus 2 copies photo-
copied on both sides to keep postage
charges at a minimum. In order to reduce
mailing costs, rejected manuscripts will not
normally be returned (with the exception of
original figures). Manuscripts must be
accompanied by the “Copyright Transfer
Statement” (the form is also regularly pub-
lished in the journal).

Pages must be numbered. The manuscript
should be organized as follows:

1. Title page: This is the first page and, as
such, should include the title of the paper
(with no abbreviations); a shortened version
for the page heading that does not exceed 70
letters and spaces (running head); the full
names of the author(s), including their given
names, and the name of the institute(s). If it
is a joint publication from several institutes,
the affiliation of all authors should be clearly
indicated. The name and full postal address
of the author to whom the correspondence
and proofs are to be sent must be given.
Inclusion of a fax, telephone number and e-
mail address is desirable to speed up com-
munication.

2. Abstract: A separate page should be provid-
ed with an Abstract of not more than 250
words, describing the background, methods,
results and the conclusions reached. It must
be self-explanatory and intelligible without ref-
erence to the text and should contain no
abbreviations. Up to five key words suitable for
listing in Index Medicus should be provided at
the end of the Abstract.

3. Introduction: The Introduction should contain
a clear description of the problem under inves-
tigation and of the aims of the study and the
results, along with a brief survey of the existing
literature on the subject.

4. Materials and methods: Sufficient informa-
tion should be provided to permit duplication of
the experimental work. The manufacturer's
name and location should also be given for
special material and equipment. A paper
describing experimental work in man must

indicate that: (a) informed consent has been
obtained from the patients, whenever appropri-
ate; (b) the pertinent ethical committee has
given its approval and/or the reported investi-
gations have been performed in accordance
with the principles of the Declaration of
Helsinki. In animal experiments, the Editorial
Board will pay particular attention to the ethical
aspects. A list of accepted abbreviations that
can be used without definition is printed in
each issue of the journal. All other abbrevia-
tions should be avoided as far as possible; if
necessary, they must be defined at first men-
tion. No abbreviations should appear in the
title, running head or summary. The statistical
methods used must be identified. Any comput-
er software packages used for anything other
than widely known standard statistical proce-
dures should be identified by name or acronym
and by author or origin. When variability is
expressed in terms of the standard error of the
mean (SEM) or standard deviation (SD), the
number of observations (n) must also be given.
Levels of significance should be expressed as
more or less than or equal to a given probabil-
ity (e.g. P>0.01). The terms “significant” and
“not significant” must not be used in a statisti-
cal sense without providing the level of signifi-
cance in terms of P.

5. Results: The Results should be stated con-
cisely without comment. The same data
should not be presented in both figures and
tables. The desired position of figures and
tables should be indicated in the margins of
the manuscript.

6. Discussion: The Discussion should add to
the information being given without repeating
what is presented in the Introduction or
Results. It should deal with the relationship of
the new information given in the Results to the
corpus of knowledge in that field and should be
pertinent to the data presented.

7. Acknowledgements: These should be as brief
as possible. Any grant that requires acknowl-
edgement should be mentioned. The names of
funding organizations should be written in full.

8. References: References, typed in double-
line spacing, must be limited to publications
cited in the text and in the tables and figure leg-
ends. As the Vancouver reference style is now
being used in this journal, the list should not be
alphabetical but in order of first appearance in
the text. References are cited in the text as
numerals in square brackets on the line.

Journal articles

1. Prandota J, Smith 1J, Hillmann BC, Wilson
JT (1991) Diuretic effect and disposition of
furosemide in cystic fibrosis. Eur J Clin
Pharmacol 40:333-338

Books

2. Doyle DJ (1989) Computer programs in
clinical and laboratory medicine. Springer,
Berlin Heidelberg New York

Multiauthor books

3. Muller H, Zierski J, Dralle D, Kraub D,
Mart-Schler E (1988) Pharmacokinetics of
intrathecal baclofen. In: Muller H, Zierski J,
Penn R (eds) Local spinal therapy of spas-
ticity. Springer, Berlin Heidelberg New
York, pp 155-214



Responsibility for the accuracy of the refer-
ence list lies entirely with the author(s). For
papers cited that are in press, written evidence
should be provided that the paper has been
accepted and a copy of the typescript/page
proof should be provided. Numbered refer-
ences to personal communications, unpub-
lished data and manuscripts either “in prepa-
ration” or “submitted for publication” are unac-
ceptable. If essential, such references may be
incorporated in parentheses in the appropriate
place in the text.

9. Tables and figures: Tables should be typed
on separate sheets with a number and title. All
figures should be numbered and accompa-
nied by legends typed on a separate page.
The figures and tables must be strictly limited
in each paper and not exceed one-fourth of
the text (2 to 3 printed pages). Figures will be
printed directly from the originals sent by
authors. The following guidelines should
therefore be strictly observed: (1) the format
should not exceed 17.8 cm; only in exception-
al cases will figures up to 24 cm wide be
accepted, in which case they will be placed
horizontally instead of vertically; (2) graphs
should be drawn with India ink (point 0.3); (3)
numbers and words on illustrations should be
in Helvetica light (type size: Didot 12 pt). The
photographs should not be mounted and the
names of the authors and figure number
should be written in pencil on the back with an
arrow to indicate the top of the figure. The
photographs must be technically perfect and
necessary for understanding the text.
Legends must be informative and comprehen-
sible without reference to the text. They
should be double spaced on a separate sheet.
Keys to symbols and the statistical analysis
should be included in the legend, not in the
figure.

Color illustrations will be accepted; however,
the authors will be expected to make a contri-
bution towards the extra costs (€ 620,00 for the
first and € 310,00 for each additional page).

6. Reviews and editorials

Reviews and editorial papers dealing with sub-
jects of general informative interest are pub-
lished upon special request by the Editorial
Board. However, unsolicited Reviews may be
considered for publication. Prospective writers
should first consult the Editor-in-Chief.

7. Letters to the editor

Letters should preferably, but not exclusively, be
critical assessments of papers recently published
in Clinical and Experimental Medicine. They
should not exceed one printed page (1000
words, including references, one table or one fig-
ure). At the Editor-in-Chief’s discretion, a letter
may be sent to the author(s) of the original paper
for comment, and both the letter and reply may
be published together. Letters should be typed in
double-line spacing with a heading and no abbre-
viations. Two copies should be sent to the Editor-
in-Chief. To expedite publication, proofs are not
sent to authors unless requested. Proofreading is
carried out at the Editorial Office.

8. Workshop reports

Workshop or meeting reports may be published
in Clinical and Experimental Medicine if they do
not exceed two printed pages of text. Two copies
should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief.

9. Revised manuscripts

Two copies of revised manuscripts should be sent
to the Editor-in-Chief. A cover letter responding in
detail to each point raised by the reviewers or edi-
tors must accompany the manuscript. If a manu-
script returned to the authors for revision is not
received in the Editorial Office within four weeks, it
will be treated as a new manuscript. Extensions
may be requested from the Editor-in-Chief.

10. Proofs

One set of the proofs is sent to the correspond-
ing author. Only typographical errors should be

corrected. Any changes to the text or figures
can be charged to the author(s). The corrected
proof should be returned immediately to the
publisher by express mail.

11. Permission

Verbatim material or illustrations taken from
other published sources must be accompanied
by a written statement from the author(s), and
from the publisher holding the copyright, giving
permission to Clinical and Experimental
Medicine to reproduce the borrowed material.

12. Manuscripts in electronic form

Submission of electronic data is strongly
encouraged. Please consult the Technical
Instructions for manuscripts submitted on
diskette published regularly in this journal.

13. Offprints and free copies

Two complimentary copies of the relevant
issue are supplied. Orders for offprints can be
placed by returning the order form with the cor-
rected proofs.

14. Checklist

1. Letter of submission

2. Copyright transfer statement

3. Three complete copies of manuscript

4. Title page [title of article, full name(s), affil-

iation of author(s)]

5. Corresponding author (address, telephone
and telefax numbers)

6. Abstract (double-spaced)

7. Key words (up to five)

8. Atrticle (double-spaced)

9. References (double-spaced) on a sepa-
rate sheet

10. Tables (each on a separate sheet)

11. Legends (double-spaced) on a separate
sheet

12. Figures (original and two copies), labeled

Copyright

Submission of a manuscript implies: that the
work described has not been published before
(except in form of an abstract or as part of a
published lecture, review, or thesis); that it is not
under consideration for publication elsewhere;
that its publication has been approved by all
coauthors, if any, as well as — tacitly or explicit-
ly — by the responsible authorities at the institu-
tion where the work has been carried out.
Transfer of copyright to the publisher becomes
effective if and when the article is accepted for
publication. The copyright covers the exclusive
right (for U.S. Government employees: to the
extent transferable) to reproduce and distribute
the article, including reprints, translations, pho-
tographic reproductions, microform, electronic
form (offline, online) or other reproductions of
similar nature.

All articles published in this journal are protect-
ed by copyright, which covers the exclusive
rights to reproduce and distribute the article
(e.g., as offprints), as well as all translation
rights. No material published in this journal may
be reproduced photographically or stored on
microfilm, in electronic data bases, video disks,
etc., without first obtaining written permission

from the publisher. The use of general descrip-
tive names, trade names, trademarks, etc., in
this publication, even if not specifically identi-
fied, does not imply that these names are not
protected by the relevant laws and regulations.

An author may self-archive an author-created
version of his/her article on his/her own website
and his/her institution’s repository, including
his/her final version; however he/she may not use
the publisher’s PDF version which is posted on
www.springerlink.com. Furthermore, the author
may only post his/her version provided acknowl-
edgement is given to the original source of pub-
lication and a link is inserted to the published arti-
cle on Springer's website. The link must be
accompanied by the following text: “The original
publication is available at www.springerlink.com”.
Please use the appropriate URL and/or DOI for
the article. Articles disseminated via
SpringerLink are indexed, abstracted and refer-
enced by many abstracting and information ser-
vices, bibliographic networks, subscription agen-
cies, library networks, and consortia.

While the advice and information in this journal
is believed to be true and accurate at the date
of its publication, neither the authors, the edi-
tors, nor the publisher can accept any legal

responsibility for any errors or omissions that
may be made. The publisher makes no warran-
ty, expressed or implied, with respect to the
material contained herein.

Special regulations for photocopies in the USA.
Photocopies may be made for personal or in-
house use beyond the limitations stipulated under
Section 107 or 108 of U.S. Copyright Law, provid-
ed a fee is paid. All fees should be paid to the
Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 21 Congress
Street, Salem, MA 01970, USA, stating the ISSN
1591-8890, the volume, and the first and last
page numbers of each article copied. The copy-
right owner’s consent does not include copying
for general distribution, promotion, new works, or
resale. In these cases, specific written permission
must first be obtained from the publisher.

The Canada Institute for Scientific and
Technical Information (CISTI) provides a com-
prehensive, world-wide document delivery ser-
vice for all Springer-Verlag journals. For more
information, or to place an order for a copy-
right-cleared  Springer-Verlag document,
please contact Client Assistant, Document
Delivery, CISTI, Ottawa K1A 0S2, Canada
(Tel.: +1-613-9939251; Fax: +1-613-9528243;
e-mail: cisti.docdel@nrc.ca).
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