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ABSTRACT
Every manuscript other than a discussion must be accompanied by an abstract of no more than one short paragraph (200 to 300 words). The abstract should be self-contained. No references, figures, tables, or equations are allowed in an abstract. Use only terminology that has been defined or is well known from prior publications. The abstract must not simply list the topics covered in the paper but should (1) state the scope and principal objectives of the work, (2) describe the methods used, (3) summarize the results, and (4) state the principal conclusions. Do not refer to the paper itself in the abstract. For example, do not say, "In this paper, we will discuss…"
The abstract must stand alone as a very short version of the paper rather than as a description of the contents. Remember that the abstract will be the most widely read portion of the paper. Various groups throughout the world publish abstracts of Interpretation papers. Readers and occasionally even reviewers may be influenced by the abstract to the point of final judgment before the body of the paper is read. 
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of the introduction is to tell readers why they should want to read what follows the introduction. This section should provide sufficient background information to allow readers to understand the context and significance of the problem. This does not mean, however, that authors should use the introduction to rederive established results or to indulge in other needless repetition. The introduction should (1) present the nature and scope of the work; (2) review the pertinent literature and establish the terminologies and notations; (3) state the objectives; and (4) provide a brief overview of the methodology and results to highlight the contribution.
SECTIONS AND HEADINGS
It is necessary for you to distinguish the categories of headings in your manuscript so the organization of your content is clear to the readers and the formatting is clear to the typesetters.  A scientific paper can be divided into sections, such as title, abstract, introduction, methods, results, suggestions for further study, conclusion, acknowledgments, appendices, and references. The generally expected sections include title, abstract, introduction, conclusion, acknowledgments, and references. The journal does not set explicit upper or lower bounds on the length of a paper or on the number of section it can contain. There is some flexibility in choosing the headings of the remaining sections between the introduction and conclusion when structuring their papers. A section may contain subsections. The title and section labels should be chosen to convey the unity and cohesiveness of the presentation. These are the principal headings and should be placed at the center of the page in capital letters. 
Subsection headings 
Place the subsection headings at the left margin (without indentation) in boldface type, with only the first word of the heading and proper nouns capitalized. Start the text that follows on the next line and indent it. The subsection may contain sub-subsections. 
Sub-subsection headings 
Place the sub-subsection headings at the left margin (without indentation) in italics, with only the first word of the heading and proper nouns capitalized. Start the text that follows on the next line and indent it. If headings of still lower rank are necessary, indent, use boldface type, place a period and dash after the heading, and follow with text on the same line. 
Dividing a subsection 
A sub-subsection should contain either no subsection or more than one sub-subsection. The sub-subsections should be introduced so they are not used to begin a subsection.
Dividing a section 
A section should contain either no subsection or more than one sub-subsection. The subsections should be introduced so they are not used to begin a section. Do not number sections of the text. Refer to sections by name or content, e.g., "Discussion on deconvolution."
Journal sections versus article sections – scope versus style
Article in each issue of the journal are organized by topics into sections by topics (e.g., Pitfalls; Tools, Techniques, and Tutorials; and theme-based special sections). The journal sections used to group articles should not be confused with above mentioned sections used to organize the content of an individual article.  The organizers/editors of journal sections define the scope, but not the style or structure of papers, in their call for papers. This is so that the journal has a consistent look-and-feel and authors have room to shape their presentations.   
Equations, figures, tables 
This document only illustrates the frequently encountered style elements. Authors should consult the full instructions to authors at http://www.seg.org/resources/publications/interpretation/author-instructions, especially on the preparation of figures, tables, and equations. Frequent errors in equations are the use of undefined symbols and ambiguous notations [e.g., 1/2 which means (1/2) instead of the likely intended 1/(2)]. Frequent errors in figures are the lack of axis titles, units, or scales.
GEOLOGIC SETTING
Papers with focus on geologic interpretation, geophysical interpretation, pitfalls, case histories, tools, or tutorials can have very different section headings. They do not have to follow one like “methods”, “synthetic test”, and “field data application” sometimes found in a geophysics papers. For example “geologic setting” might be an appropriate section heading in a case history paper. 
METHODS
Not all papers have a section on methodology. Sections with other headings may describe methods.  The methodology employed in the work should be described in sufficient detail so that the intended readers could duplicate the results. The major steps should be described in the main body of the presentation and should convey main principles and insights. Lower level details (e.g., heavy mathematics) often are best placed in appendices to avoid cluttering the flow of the main ideas.
RESULTS
A section containing descriptions of results (e.g., Numerical Tests) does not have to be entitled “Results”. Selective presentation of results is important. Redundancy should be avoided, and results of minor variations on the principal experiment should be summarized rather than included. Details appearing in figure captions and table heads should not be restated in the text.
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY
During the course of the work, the authors may have developed many insights and ideas for further study. Both the authors and reviewers may also have recognized some weaknesses in the paper. A paper is strengthened if its technical flaws are identified by the authors instead of the readers. In this section, if not elsewhere already, new ideas for expanding the work can be put forward, technical weaknesses of the work can be enumerated, and remedies of such weaknesses can be proposed.  This might be an important section for geosciences students who have less frequent exposure to real data or problems.
CONCLUSTION
The conclusion section should include (1) principles, relationships, and generalizations inferred from the results (but not a restatement or summary of the results); (2) any exceptions to or problems with those principles, relationships, and generalizations, as indicated by the results; (3) agreements or disagreements with previously published work; and (4) implications and significance of the work. The conclusion should not include figures, tables, equations, or reference citations.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
If the author includes an acknowledgments section, it is placed after the conclusion and before the appendices (if any) and reference list.
APPENDICES
An appendix should not be cited in the text in such a way that the appendix is essential to a reader's understanding of the flow of the main text. See section 1.57 in The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition, for further explanation of the content of an appendix. Each appendix should be called out (mentioned) sequentially in the text of the paper by name, i.e., "Appendix A."
Each appendix should have a label such as "Appendix A" on the first line and a subtitle such as "Mathematical Considerations" on the second line. In each appendix, number equations and figures beginning with 1: A-1, B-1, etc.
REFERENCES
Authors are requested to be meticulous in following instructions for references, which typically require more editing than any other section of the manuscript. In addition, accuracy and proper form are essential so that references in online Interpretation papers will link to the sources cited. Authors who do not follow guidelines for references can expect a delay in publication because the article may be returned for revision to proper style.
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