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Instructions for Authors 

Developmental Neurorehabilitation considers all manuscripts on 

condition they are the property (copyright) of the submitting author(s) 

and that copyright will be transferred to the Publisher if the paper is 

accepted. Developmental Neurorehabilitation considers all 

manuscripts on the strict condition that they have been submitted only 

to Developmental Neurorehabilitation, that they have not been 

published already, nor are they under consideration for publication, 

nor in press elsewhere. Authors who fail to adhere to this condition will be charged all costs which 

Developmental Neurorehabilitation incurs, and their papers will not be published. 

Contributions, which may be in the form of subject reviews, peer commentary, original scientific 

papers, case studies, programme developments, lessons from history, ethics and law perspectives or 

Letters to the Editor, should be submitted online at Developmental Neurorehabilitation's 

ScholarOne Manuscripts site: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/tpdr 

The main text of the work should be submitted as a Microsoft Word document (.doc). All figures and 

tables should be submitted as separate individual files. 

To facilitate anonymous review, only the article title should appear on the first page. Authors should 

not include their names, telephone numbers, fax numbers or e-mail addresses inside the body of the 

manuscript or on any figures or tables. All identifying information will be asked for during the 

submission process and will be kept confidential by the journal office.  

The names and present affiliations of each author should be given during the submission process. 

One author should be designated as the corresponding author to whom proofs and offprint requests 

will be addressed. Full correspondence address, including telephone and fax numbers and e-mail 

contact, should be provided. 

Authors are invited to suggest two, independent, key figures in their field, who could be approached 

as independent reviewers of the paper. 

Papers must have an abstract, not exceeding 150 words and should include a statement of purpose, 

methods used, results obtained and conclusions reached. The text should be divided into numbered 

sections. Original papers should use headings in the order: Introduction, Methods, Results, 

Discussion. 

All terms to be abbreviated should be spelled out at first mention with the abbreviation following 

immediately in parentheses. Avoid obscure abbreviation, slang, jargon and other usage that 

decreases clarity. 

All authors must adhere to the referencing conventions used by Developmental 

Neurorehabilitation, to the requirement for gender-, race-, and creed-inclusive language, and to the 

guidelines for animal and human research (see below). 

Up to six keywords should be included. 
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General Guidelines 

 

Please write clearly and concisely, stating your objectives clearly and defining your terms. Your 
arguments should be substantiated with well reasoned supporting evidence. 

In writing your paper, you are encouraged to review articles in the area you are addressing which 
have been previously published in the Journal, and where you feel appropriate, to reference them. 
This will enhance context, coherence, and continuity for our readers.  

For all manuscripts, gender-, race-, and creed-inclusive language is mandatory.  

Use person-first language throughout the manuscript (i.e., persons with brain injury rather than brain 
injured persons).  

Ethics of Experimentation: Contributors are required to follow the procedures in force in their countries 
which govern the ethics of work done with human subjects. The Code of Ethics of the World Medical 
Association (Declaration of Helsinki) represents a minimal requirement. 

Abstracts are required for all papers submitted, they should not exceed 150 words and should 
precede the text of a paper. See below for further information.  

 

File preparation and types 

 

Manuscripts are preferred in Microsoft Word format (.doc files). Documents must be double-spaced, 
with margins of one inch on all sides. Tables and figures should not appear in the main text, but 
should be uploaded as separate files and designated with the appropriate file type upon submission. 
References should be given in Council of Science Editors (CSE) Citation & Sequence format (see 
References section for examples).  

Manuscripts should be compiled in the following order: title page; abstract; main text; 
acknowledgments; Declaration of Interest statement; appendices (as appropriate); references; tables 
with captions (on separate pages); figures; figure captions (as a list).  

 

Title Page 

 

A title page should be provided comprising the manuscript title plus the full names and affiliations of 
all authors involved in the preparation of the manuscript. One author should be clearly designated as 
the corresponding author and full contact information, including phone number and email address, 
provided for this person. Keywords that are not in the title should also be included on the title page. 
The keywords will assist indexers in cross indexing your article. The title page should be uploaded 
separately to the main manuscript and designated as “title page – not for review” on ScholarOne 
Manuscripts.  

 

Abstract 

 

Structured abstracts are required for all papers, and should be submitted as detailed below, following 

the title and author's name and address, preceding the main text. 

For papers reporting original research, state the primary objective and any hypothesis tested; 

describe the research design and your reasons for adopting that methodology; state the methods and 

procedures employed, including where appropriate tools, hardware, software, the selection and 

number of study areas/subjects, and the central experimental interventions; state the main outcomes 

and results, including relevant data; and state the conclusions that might be drawn from these data 

and results, including their implications for further research or application/practice. 

http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/index.html


For review essays, state the primary objective of the review; the reasoning behind your literature 

selection; and the way you critically analyse the literature; state the main outcomes and results of 

your review; and state the conclusions that might be drawn, including their implications for further 

research or application/practice. 

The abstract should not exceed 150 words. 

 

Tables, figures and illustrations 
 
The same data should not be reproduced in both tables and figures. The usual statistical conventions 
should be used: a value written 10.0 ± 0.25 indicates the estimate for a statistic (e.g. a mean) followed 
by its standard error. A mean with an estimate of the standard deviation will be written 10.0 SD 2.65. 
Contributors reporting ages of subjects should specify carefully the age groupings: a group of children 
of ages e.g. 4.0 to 4.99 years may be designated 4 +; a group aged 3.50 to 4.49 years 4 ± and a 
group all precisely 4.0 years, 4.0. 

Tables and figures should be referred to in text as follows: figure 1, table 1, i.e. lower case. 'As seen 
in table [or figure] 1 ...' (not Tab., fig. or Fig). 

The place at which a table or figure is to be inserted in the printed text should be indicated clearly on 
a manuscript:  

Insert table 2 about here 

Each table and/or figure must have a title that explains its purpose without reference to the text. 
Tables and/or figure captions must be saved separately, as part of the file containing the complete 
text of the paper, and numbered correspondingly.  The filename for the tables and/or figures  should 
be descriptive of the graphic, e.g. table 1, figure 2a.  

 

Tables 

Tables should be used only when they can present information more efficiently than running text. 
Care should be taken to avoid any arrangement that unduly increases the depth of a table, and the 
column heads should be made as brief as possible, using abbreviations liberally. Lines of data should 
not be numbered nor run numbers given unless those numbers are needed for reference in the text. 
Columns should not contain only one or two entries, nor should the same entry be repeated 
numerous times consecutively. Tables should be grouped at the end of the manuscript on uploaded 
separately to the main body of the text.  

 

Figures and illustrations 

Figures must be saved uploaded separately and not embedded in the text. Avoid the use of colour 
and tints for purely aesthetic reasons.  Figures should be produced as near to the finished size as 
possible. Files should be saved as one of the following formats: TIFF (tagged image file format), 
PostScript or EPS (encapsulated PostScript), and should contain all the necessary font information 
and the source file of the application (e.g. CorelDraw/Mac, CorelDraw/PC). All files must be 300 dpi or 
higher. 

Please note that it is in the author's interest to provide the highest quality figure format possible. 
Please do not hesitate to contact our Production Department if you have any queries. 



 

Notes on Style 

 

All authors are asked to take account of the diverse audience of Developmental 
Neurorehabilitation. Clearly explain or avoid the use of terms that might be meaningful only to a 
local or national audience. 

Some specific points of style for the text of original papers, reviews, and case studies follow: 

 Developmental Neurorehabilitation prefers US to 'American', USA to 'United States', and 
UK to 'United Kingdom'. 

 Developmental Neurorehabilitation uses conservative British, not US, spelling, i.e. colour 
not color; behaviour (behavioural) not behavior; [school] programme not program; [he] 
practises not practices; centre not center; organization not organisation; analyse not analyze, 
etc. 

 Single 'quotes' are used for quotations rather than double "quotes", unless the 'quote is 
"within" another quote'. 

 Punctuation should follow the British style, e.g. 'quotes precede punctuation'. 

 Punctuation of common abbreviations should follow the following conventions: e.g. i.e. cf. 
Note that such abbreviations are not followed by a comma or a (double) point/period. 

 Dashes (M-dash) should be clearly indicated in manuscripts by way of either a clear dash (-) 
or a double hyphen (- -). 

 Developmental Neurorehabilitation is sparing in its use of the upper case in headings and 
references, e.g. only the first word in paper titles and all subheads is in upper case; titles of 
papers from journals in the references and other places are not in upper case. 

 Apostrophes should be used sparingly. Thus, decades should be referred to as follows: 'The 
1980s [not the 1980's] saw ...'. Possessives associated with acronyms (e.g. APU), should be 
written as follows: 'The APU's findings that ...', but, NB, the plural is APUs. 

 All acronyms for national agencies, examinations, etc., should be spelled out the first time 
they are introduced in text or references. Thereafter the acronym can be used if appropriate, 
e.g. 'The work of the Assessment of Performance Unit (APU) in the early 1980s ...'. 
Subsequently, 'The APU studies of achievement ...', in a reference ... (Department of 
Education and Science [DES] 1989a). 

 Brief biographical details of significant national figures should be outlined in the text unless it 
is quite clear that the person concerned would be known internationally. Some suggested 
editorial emendations to a typical text are indicated in the following with square brackets: 
'From the time of H. E. Armstrong [in the 19th century] to the curriculum development work 
associated with the Nuffield Foundation [in the 1960s], there has been a shift from heurism to 
constructivism in the design of [British] science courses'. 

 The preferred local (national) usage for ethnic and other minorities should be used in all 
papers. For the USA, African-American, Hispanic, and Native American are used, e.g. 'The 
African American presidential candidate, Jesse Jackson...' For the UK, African-Caribbean (not 
'West Indian'), etc. 

 Material to be emphasized (italicized in the printed version) should be underlined in the 
typescript rather than italicized. Please use such emphasis sparingly. 

 n (not N), % (not per cent) should be used in typescripts. 

 Numbers in text should take the following forms: 300, 3000, 30 000. Spell out numbers under 
10 unless used with a unit of measure, e.g. nine pupils but 9 mm (do not introduce periods 
with measure). For decimals, use the form 0.05 (not .05). 

 

Acknowledgments and Declaration of Interest sections 

 

Acknowledgments and Declaration of interest sections are different, and each has a specific purpose. 
The Acknowledgments section details special thanks, personal assistance, and dedications. 
Contributions from individuals who do not qualify for authorship should also be acknowledged here. 
Declarations of interest, however, refer to statements of financial support and/or statements of 



potential conflict of interest. Within this section also belongs disclosure of scientific writing assistance 
(use of an agency or agency/ freelance writer), grant support and numbers, and statements of 
employment, if applicable. 

 

Acknowledgments section  

Any acknowledgments authors wish to make should be included in a separate headed section at the 
end of the manuscript preceding any appendices, and before the references section. Please do not 
incorporate acknowledgments into notes or biographical notes.  

 

Declaration of Interest section 

All declarations of interest must be outlined under the subheading “Declaration of interest”. If authors 
have no declarations of interest to report, this must be explicitly stated. The suggested, but not 
mandatory, wording in such an instance is: The authors report no declarations of interest. When 
submitting a paper via ScholarOne Manuscripts, the “Declaration of interest” field is compulsory 
(authors must either state the disclosures or report that there are none). If this section is left empty 
authors will not be able to progress with the submission.  

Please note: for NIH/Wellcome-funded papers, the grant number(s) must be included in the 
Declaration of Interest statement. 

Click here to view our full Declaration of Interest Policy. 

 

Mathematics 

 

Click for more information on the presentation of mathematical text.  

 

References 

 

References should follow the Council of Science Editors (CSE) Citation & Sequence format. Only 
works actually cited in the text should be included in the references. Indicate in the text with Arabic 
numbers inside square brackets. Spelling in the reference list should follow the original. References 
should then be listed in numerical order at the end of the article. Further examples and information 
can be found in The CSE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers, Seventh Edition. Periodical 
abbreviations should follow the style given by Index Medicus.  
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