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Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited (BPG), born
of its predecessor on July 07, 2010, is a specialized pub-
lisher that mainly engages in editing, publishing, and
distribution of World series medical journals. The earli-
est publication of the BPG dates back to January 15,
1993, when the “Journal of New Digestology (in Chinese)”,
which was later renamed the “World Chinese Journal of
Digestology” on January 15, 1999, was launched. On Oc-
tober 01, 1995, we launched the “China National Journal
of New Gastroenterology (in English)”, which was renamed
the “World Journal of Gastroenterology (WJ]G)” on January
15, 1995. To better edit and publish the two journals, we
established the Baishideng BioMed Scientific Co., Ltd
on December 11, 2006. BPG aims to guarantee the sus-
tainable development of the company and publish top-
quality journals following the international standards for
publishing and editing practice.

As a publisher of high-quality basic and clinical
medical journals, BPG currently publishes a total of 42
printed or online journals (including one in Chinese and
41 in English), of which 14 are included in PubMed Cen-
tral, PubMed, Digital Object Identifier, and Directory of
Open Access Journals. The high-quality articles published
by the BPG’s journals included in PubMed Central ac-
commondate approximately 5538 worldwide users daily.

The WJG is the BPG’s most important weekly jour-
nal which is included in the Science Citation Index Ex-
panded and had an impact factor of 2.471 in 2011.

BPG adopts the open-access and peer-review pub-
lishing model. Our goals are to maximize the benefits to
readers, authors and editors, and to provide an open plat-
form for exchanging research findings among scientists
as well as for exhibiting the latest scientific knowledge
acquired by the public. Our journals cover a wide range
of topics including virology, medical imaging, infectious
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diseases, otorhinolaryngology, rheumatology, obstetrics
and gynecology, respirology, psychiatry, neurology, anes-
thesiology, urology, immunology, diabetes, dermatology,
biochemistry and molecular biology, surgery, critical care
medicine, gastroenterology and hepatology, pediatrics,
cardiology, hematology, dentistry and stomatology,
ophthalmology, pharmacology, experimental medicine,
transplantation, medical genetics, orthopedics, oncology,
translational medicine, nephrology, and methodology.

We look forward to your interactions with our journals.
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Introduction

World Journal of Gastroenterology (World | Gastroenterol, WG, print
ISSN 1007-9327, online ISSN 2219-2840, DOI: 10.3748) is a
weekly, open-access, peet-reviewed journal supported by an edito-
rial board of 1352 experts in gastroenterology from 64 countties.

Aims and Scope
The primary task of WJG is to rapidly publish high-quality

original articles, reviews, and commentaries in the fields of
gastroenterology, hepatology, gastrointestinal endoscopy,
gastrointestinal surgery, hepatobiliary surgery, gastrointestinal
oncology, gastrointestinal radiation oncology, gastrointestinal
imaging, gastrointestinal interventional therapy, gastrointestinal
infectious diseases, gastrointestinal pharmacology, gastroin-
testinal pathophysiology, gastrointestinal pathology, evidence-
based medicine in gastroenterology, pancreatology, gastroin-
testinal laboratory medicine, gastrointestinal molecular biology,
gastrointestinal immunology, gastrointestinal microbiology,
gastrointestinal genetics, gastrointestinal translational medicine,
gastrointestinal diagnostics, and gastrointestinal therapeutics.
WJG is dedicated to become an influential and prestigious
journal in gastroenterology and hepatology, to promote the de-
velopment of above disciplines, and to improve the diagnostic
and therapeutic skill and expertise of clinicians.

Editor-in-Chief

Ferruccio Bonino, MD, PhD, Professor, Director of Liver
and Digestive Disease Division, Department of Internal Medi-
cine, University of Pisa, Director of General Medicine 2 Unit
University Hospital of Pisa, Via Roma 67, 56124 Pisa, Italy

Myung-Hwan Kim, MD, PhD, Professor, Head, Depart-
ment of Gastroenterology, Ditector, Center for Biliary Diseases,
University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Asan Medical Center,
388-1 Pungnap-2dong, Songpa-gu, Seoul 138-736, South Korea

Kjell Oberg, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Endo-
crine Oncology, Uppsala University Hospital, SE-751 85 Up-
psala, Sweden

Matt D Rutter, MBBS, MD, FRCP, Consultant Gastroenter-
ologist, Senior Lecturer, Director, Tees Bowel Cancer Screen-
ing Centre, University Hospital of North Tees, Durham Univer-
sity, Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland TS19 8PE, United Kingdom

Andrzej S Tarnawski, MD, PhD, DSc (Med), Professor
of Medicine, Chief Gastroenterology, VA Long Beach Health
Care System, University of California, Irvine, CA, 5901 E. Sev-
enth Str., Long Beach, CA 90822, United States

Indexing/Abstracting

Current Contents"/Clinical Medicine, Science Citation Index Ex-

(49

TR
Jaishideng®

WJG | www.wjgnet.com

ABOUVT THE WIG

Gastroenterology

panded (also known as SciSearch™), Journal Citation Reports”,
Index Medicus, MEDLINE, PubMed, PubMed Central, Digital
Object Identifier, and Directory of Open Access Journals. ISI,
Thomson Reuters, 2011 Impact Factor: 2471 (32/74 Gastto-
enterology and Hepatology).

Official Website
http:/ /www.wignet.com/1007-9327 /index.htm

Editorial Board Members
http:/ /www.wignet.com/1007-9327 /edboard.htm

Online Submission

http:/ /www.wignet.com/esps/

Frequency
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Publisher

Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited
Room 1701, 17/F, Henan Building,

No. 90 Jaffe Road, Wanchai,

Hong Kong, China

E-mail: bpgoffice@wijgnet.com
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Contact Us

World Journal of Gastroenterology Editorial Department: Room
903, Building D, Ocean International Center, No. 62 Dongsi-
huan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025, China
Telephone: +86-10-8538-1892

Fax: +86-10-8538-1893
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A peer-reviewed; online; open-access jowrnal of gastroenterology and hepatology

The World Journal of Gastroenterology Editorial Board consists of 1352 members, representing a team of worldwide
experts in gastroenterology and hepatology. They are from 64 countries, including Albania (1), Argentina (8),
Australia (33), Austria (15), Belgium (14), Brazil (13), Brunei Darussalam (1), Bulgaria (2), Canada (21), Chile (3),
China (82), Colombia (1), Croatia (2), Cuba (1), Czech (6), Denmark (9), Ecuador (1), Egypt (4), Estonia (2), Finland
(8), France (29), Germany (87), Greece (22), Hungary (11), India (32), Indonesia (2), Iran (10), Ireland (6), Israel (13),
Italy (124), Japan (140), Jordan (2), Kuwait (1), Lebanon (4), Lithuania (2), Malaysia (1), Mexico (11), Morocco (1),
Moldova (1), Netherlands (32), New Zealand (2), Norway (13), Pakistan (2), Poland (11), Portugal (6), Romania
(4), Russia (1), Saudi Arabia (3), Serbia (3), Singapore (11), Slovenia (1), South Africa (3), South Korea (46), Spain
(43), Sri Lanka (1), Sweden (17), Switzerland (12), Thailand (1), Trinidad and Tobago (1), Turkey (30), United Arab
Emirates (2), United Kingdom (95), United States (285), and Uruguay (1).
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HONORARY EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

James L Boyer, New Haven
Ke-Ji Chen, Beijing

Martin H Floch, New Haven
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
You-Yong Lu, Beijing

Peter Draganov, Florida
Hugh ] Freeman, Vancouver

Maria Concepcién Gutiérrez-Ruiz, Mexico

Kazuhiro Hanazaki, Kochi

Akio Inui, Kagoshima

Kalpesh Jani, Baroda

Javier San Martin, Punta del Este
Natalia A Osna, Omaha

Wei Tang, Tokyo

Alan BR Thomson, Edmonton
Harry Hua-Xiang Xia, Livingston
John M Luk, Hong Kong

Hiroshi Shimada, Yokohama

GUEST EDITORIAL BOARD
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GENERAL INFORMATION

World Jonrnal of Gastroenterology (World | Gastroenterol, W]G, print ISSN
1007-9327, online ISSN 2219-2840, DOI: 10.3748) is a peer-re-
viewed open access (OA) academic journal that aims to guide clinical
practice and improve diagnostic and therapeutic skills of clinicians.

Aim and scope

The primary task of WJ]G is to rapidly publish high-quality original
articles, reviews, and commentaries in the fields of gastroenterol-
ogy, hepatology, gastrointestinal endoscopy, gastrointestinal surgery,
hepatobiliary surgery, gastrointestinal oncology, gastrointestinal
radiation oncology, gastrointestinal imaging, gastrointestinal inter-
ventional therapy, gastrointestinal infectious diseases, gastrointesti-
nal pharmacology, gastrointestinal pathophysiology, gastrointestinal
pathology, evidence-based medicine in gastroenterology, pancreatol-
ogy, gastrointestinal laboratory medicine, gastrointestinal molecular
biology, gastrointestinal immunology, gastrointestinal microbiology,
gastrointestinal genetics, gastrointestinal translational medicine, gas-
trointestinal diagnostics, and gastrointestinal therapeutics. WJG is
dedicated to become an influential and prestigious journal in gastro-
enterology and hepatology, to promote the development of above
disciplines, and to improve the diagnostic and therapeutic skill and
expertise of clinicians.

We encourage authors to submit their manuscripts to WJG.
We will give priority to manuscripts that are supported by major
national and international foundations and those that are of great
basic and clinical significance.

]G is edited and published by Baishideng Publishing Group
(BPG). BPG has a strong professional editorial team composed
of science editors, language editors and electronic editors. BPG
currently publishes 42 OA clinical medical journals, including 41
in English, has a total of 15471 editorial borad members or peer
reivewers, and is a world first-class publisher.

Columns

The columns in the issues of WJ]G will include: (1) Editorial: The
editorial board members are invited to make comments on an im-
portant topic in their field in terms of its current research status
and future directions to lead the development of this discipline; (2)
Frontier: The editorial board members are invited to select a highly
cited cutting-edge original paper of his/her own to summarize ma-
jor findings, the problems that have been resolved and remain to be
resolved, and future research directions to help readers understand
his/her important academic point of view and future research dir-
ections in the field; (3) Diagnostic Advances: The editorial board
members are invited to write high-quality diagnostic advances in
their field to improve the diagnostic skills of readers. The topic
covers general clinical diagnosis, differential diagnosis, pathological
diagnosis, laboratory diagnosis, imaging diagnosis, endoscopic diag-
nosis, biotechnological diagnosis, functional diagnosis, and physical
diagnosis; (4) Therapeutics Advances: The editorial board members
are invited to wtite high-quality therapeutic advances in their field
to help improve the therapeutic skills of readers. The topic covers
medication therapy, psychotherapy, physical therapy, replacement
therapy, interventional therapy, minimally invasive therapy, endo-
scopic therapy, transplantation therapy, and surgical therapy; (5)
Field of Vision: The editorial board members are invited to write
commentaries on classic articles, hot topic articles, or latest articles
to keep readers at the forefront of research and increase their levels
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of clinical research. Classic articles refer to papers that are included
in Web of Knowledge and have received a large number of citations
(ranking in the top 1%) after being published for more than years,
reflecting the quality and impact of papers. Hot topic articles refer
to papers that are included in Web of Knowledge and have received
a large number of citations after being published for no more than
2 years, reflecting cutting-edge trends in scientific research. Latest
articles refer to the latest published high-quality papers that are
included in PubMed, reflecting the latest research trends. These
commentary articles should focus on the status quo of research, the
most important research topics, the problems that have now been
resolved and remain to be resolved, and future research directions.
Basic information about the article to be commented (including
authors, atticle title, journal name, yeat, volume, and inclusive page
numbers; (6) Minireviews: The editorial board members are invited
to write short reviews on recent advances and trends in research of
molecular biology, genomics, and related cutting-edge technologies
to provide readers with the latest knowledge and help improve their
diagnostic and therapeutic skills; (7) Review: To make a systematic
review to focus on the status quo of research, the most important
research topics, the problems that have now been resolved and re-
main to be resolved, and future research directions; (8) Topic High-
light: The editorial board members are invited to write a series of
articles (7-10 articles) to comment and discuss a hot topic to help
improve the diagnostic and therapeutic skills of readers; (9) Medical
Ethics: The editorial board members are invited to write articles
about medical ethics to increase readers’ knowledge of medical eth-
ics. The topic covers international ethics guidelines, animal studies,
clinical trials, organ transplantation, ez.; (10) Clinical Case Confer-
ence or Clinicopathological Conference: The editorial board mem-
bers are invited to contribute high-quality clinical case conference;
(11) Original Articles: To report innovative and original findings
in gastroenterology; (12) Brief Articles: To briefly report the novel
and innovative findings in gastroenterology; (13) Meta-Analysis: To
evaluate the clinical effectiveness in gastroenterology by using data
from two or more randomised control trials; (14) Case Report: To
report a rare or typical case; (15) Letters to the Editor: To discuss
and make reply to the contributions published in ]G, or to intro-
duce and comment on a controversial issue of general interest; (16)
Book Reviews: To introduce and comment on quality monographs
of gastroenterology; and (17) Autobiography: The editorial board
members are invited to write their autobiography to provide readers
with stoties of success or failure in their scientific research careet.
The topic covers their basic personal information and information
about when they started doing research work, where and how they
did research work, what they have achieved, and their lessons from
success o failure.
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Only the purpose of the study should be included. Please write the
Aim in the form of “To investigate/study/...”), METHODS (no
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