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Instructions for Authors 
 
Online Manuscript Submission 
Springer now offers authors, editors and reviewers of Applied Composite Materials the option of using our 

fully web-enabled online manuscript submission and review system. To keep the review time as short as 

possible (no postal delays!), we encourage authors to submit manuscripts online to the journal‘s editorial 

office. Our online manuscript submission and review system offers authors the option to track the 

progress of the review process of manuscripts in real time. Manuscripts should be submitted 

to:http://acma.edmgr.com The online manuscript submission and review system for Applied Composite 

Materials offers easy and straightforward log-in and submission procedures. This system supports a wide 

range of submission file formats: for manuscripts - Word, WordPerfect, RTF, TXT and LaTex; for figures - 

TIFF, GIF, JPEG,EPS, PPT, and Postscript. 

NOTE: By using the online manuscript submission and review system, it is NOT necessary to submit the 

manuscript also in printout + disk. 

In case you encounter any difficulties while submitting your manuscript on line, please get in touch with 

the responsible Editorial Assistant by clicking on “CONTACT US” from the tool bar. 

 
 

http://acma.edmgr.com  
 
Hard-copy figures 
Original or good quality printouts of all figures should be submitted with the manuscript. Computer 

generated printouts should be flawless and on good quality paper. Non-computer generated line figures 

should be drawn with Indian ink on white matt paper or tracing paper. Photographs should be in 

blackand- white on glossy paper. If a figure is to be in colour (author's expense), please supply the 

highest quality possible so that the figure can be scanned. Slides, glossy photos and computer generated 

printouts on glossy photo quality paper are acceptable. On the reverse side of each figure, the name of 

the (first) author and the figure number should be written in pencil; the top of the figure should be clearly 

indicated.  

 
Electronic figures 
 
You should supply the electronic versions of your figures. We prefer figures in TIFF, EPS, PS, PDF and 

Microsoft® Office format. Be aware that we may not be able to use other file formats and that the hard 

copy may be scanned instead. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. For bitmapped graphics, 

TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures - 600 – 1200 dpi; 

photographs - 300 dpi; screen dumps - leave as is. Colour figures can be submitted in the RGB colour 

system. Font-related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Times Roman, Courier 

and Helvetica. Figures should be saved in separate files. The figure legends should be included in the 

text file.  
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Language 
 
We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is corrected before submission. 

This will greatly improve the legibility of your paper if English is not your first language.  

 
Manuscript Presentation 
 
The journals language is English. British English or American English spelling and terminology may be 

used, but either one should be followed consistently throughout the article. Leave adequate margins on 

all sides to allow reviewers remarks. Please double-space all material, including notes and references. 

Number the pages consecutively with the first page containing: 

Running head (shortened title) 
 
 title  
 author(s)  
 affiliation(s)  
 full address for correspondence, including telephone and fax numbers and E-mail address  

 
Abstract 
 
Please provide a short abstract of not more than 250 words which clearly summarises the paper. The 

abstract should not contain any undefined abbreviations or unspecified references.  

 
Key Words 

 
Key words supplied by the author should appear on a line following the abstract. The key words selected 

should be comprehensive and subject specific. It is not necessary to list the subject area of the Journal's 

coverage as a key word. General terms should not appear as key words, as they have little use as 

information retrieval tools. Please, choose key words to be as specific as possible, and list the most 

specific first, proceeding to the most general last.  

 
Units 
 
All scientific and technical data presented should be stated in SI units, except in unavoidable 

circumstances.  

 
Footnotes 
Footnotes should be kept to an absolute minimum and used only when essential.  

 
Formulae 
 
Formulae in manuscripts submitted for conventional typesetting should be type-written whenever 

possible. Alternatively, a fine drawing pen and black ink should be used, it is extremely important that all 
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mathematical symbols and letters used are identified and listed and that the required style of appearance 

of such symbols is clearly indicated, e.g., bold face, italics, script, outline, fraktur, etc. Sub- and 

super-script should be clearly indicated where confusion might arise. Use a full stop as a decimal sign. 

Identify in the margin any symbols that might be confused with similar symbols, e.g. letter l and figure 1, 

capital letter O and figure 0, letter e, etc.  

 
References 
 
References should be listed in numerical order, and should be numbered in the text between square 

brackets. The format for referencing books and articles in books and journals is: 

Mandell, J.F., `Fatigue behavior of short fiber composite materials', in Fatigue of Composite Materials, 

K.L. Reifsnider (ed.), Elsevier, New York, 1990, 231-232. 

Barnes, J.A. and Cogswell, F., `Transverse flow processes in continuous fiber-reinforced thermoplastic 

composites', Composites 20, 1989, 38-42. 

Ferry, J.D., Viscoelastic Properties of Polymers, Wiley, New York, 1980. 

 

 
Figures 

 
All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be numbered 

consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labeled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.). Please 

insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text sizes 

within figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit 

approximately within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to 

each figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. Please place 

the legends in the manuscript after the references.  

 
Tables 

 
Each table should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, etc.). In tables, footnotes are preferable to long 

explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by 

superscript letters, should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without 

abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. 

Finally, please place the tables after the figure legends in the manuscript.  

 
Proofs 

 
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author by e-mail (if no e-mail address is available or appears to 

be out of order, proofs will be sent by regular mail).  

Your response, with or without corrections, should be sent within 72 hours. Please do not make any 

corrections to the PDF file. Minor corrections (10) should be sent as an e-mail attachment to: 

proofscorrection@springer-sbm.com. Always quote the four-letter journal code and article number and 

the PIPS No. from your proof in the subject field of your e-mail. Extensive corrections must be clearly 

marked on a printout of the PDF file and should be sent by firstclass mail (airmail overseas). 
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In the case of proofs not being returned in time, they may be read by the Editor against a second copy of 

the manuscript and passed for publication without the author's comment. 

 
Offprints 
 
Fifty offprints of each article will be provided free of charge. Additional offprints (both hard copies and 

PDF files) can be ordered by means of an offprint order form supplied with the proofs.  

 
Page Charges 

 
No page charges are levied on authors or their institutions. An exception will be made for special extras 

such as fold-outs and colour reproductions.  

 
Copyright 
 
Authors will be asked, upon acceptance of an article, to transfer copyright of the article to the publisher. 

This will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information under copyright laws.  

 
Springer Open Choice 
 
In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the journal and access to 

that article is granted to customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer now provides an 

alternative publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice article receives all the 

benefits of a regular subscription-based article, but in addition is made available publicly through 

Springers online platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please 

visit http://www.springeronline.com/openchoice to complete the relevant order form and provide the 

required payment information. Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will publish 

as regular subscription-model articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for 

published articles.  
 
http://www.springeronline.com/openchoice  
 
Additional Information: 

 
Publishing Editor ACMA 

Springer 

P.O. Box 17 

3300 AA Dordrecht 

The Netherlands 

Fax: +31 (0)78 657 6388 

Email: liesbeth.mol@springer-sbm.com 

 


