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Instructions to authors

Authors should submit their manuscripts to Mole-

cular Genetics and Genomics online to facilitate even
quicker and more efficient processing. Electronic
submission substantially reduces the editorial proces-
sing and reviewing times and shortens overall
publication times.

Please log directly onto the site

http://mgg.manuscriptcentral.com

and upload your manuscript following the onscreen
instructions.

Molecular Genetics and Genomics has one central
editorial office which deals with all manuscripts.
After submission, manuscripts are allocated to one of
the Associate Editors. If you wish a special handling
editor to handle your manuscript, please specify the
name in your ,,comments‘‘ field during online manu-
script submission.

Contact:

Institut für Mikrobiologie
Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf
Universitätstraße 1
40225 Düsseldorf, Germany
FAX: +49-211-811-5370
Email: phardy@uni-duesseldorf.de (Assistant Editor)
Email: cornelis.hollenberg@uni-duesseldorf.de
(Managing Editor)

Submission of a manuscript implies: that the work
described has not been published before (except in
the form of an abstract or as part of a published
lecture, review, or thesis); that it is not under
consideration for publication anywhere else; that its
publication has been approved by all co-authors, if
any, as well as by the responsible authorities – tacitly
or explicitly – at the institute where the work has been
carried out. The author(s) transfer(s) the copyright to
his/their article to Springer-Verlag effective if and
when the article is accepted for publication. The
copyright covers the exclusive and unlimited rights
to reproduce and distribute the article in any form of
reproduction (printing, electronic media or any other
form); it also covers translation rights for all
languages and countries. For U.S. authors the
copyright is transferred to the extent transferable.
The author(s) guarantee(s) that the manuscript will
not be published elsewhere in any other language
without the consent of the copyright holders.

Please send a Copyright Transfer Statement (see
printed journal of the electronic version on http://
springeronline.com), completed and signed by the
corresponding author, by normal mail or FAX to the
journal office.

Original papers and minireviews are published. Papers
should present substantial original work and should
be structured as indicated below. Minireviews are
normally commissioned by the Managing Editor, but
prospective authors are welcome to propose topics.
Excess charges. There is a charge of Euro 76 or US$
83,60 plus 16% VAT, for each page exceeding six

printed pages (18 manuscript pages including figures
and tables) in length.

Manuscripts should be written double-spaced
throughout, with a margin of at least 3 cm on
either side. Springer offers a user-friendly word
document template for writing your manuscript

which can be downloaded at http://ftp.springer.de.
For further details of this template and for
information on compiling a manuscript, consult
the technical instructions for manuscripts and
illustrations in electronic form (see printed journal
or the electronic version on http://www.springeron-
line.com/sgw/cda/frontpage/0,10735,5-111-2-68421-
0,00.html). Form and content should be carefully
checked to exclude the need for corrections in proof.
A charge will be made for changes introduced after
the manuscript has been set in type. In view of the
international readership of the journal, papers must
be written in standard grammatical English; this is
the responsibility of the author. Springer-Verlag will
have papers language-edited if necessary.

Manuscripts should be organized in the following
sequence:

The title page should include: the name(s) of the
author(s), a concise and informative title (of 20 words
at most), the affiliations and addresses of the authors,
and FAX and e-mail addresses for the corresponding
author:

The text should be preceded by a short Abstract,
describing the principal results and conclusions. The
Abstract should not contain any citations.
Immediately following the Abstract a set of not more
than five key words should be provided.

Genus or species names, gene symbols and mathe-

matical formulae should be written in italics.

Abbreviations should be defined when first mentioned
in the text. Abbreviations should follow the rules and
recommendations of the IUPAC-IUB Commission
on Biochemical Nomenclature (CBN) and of the IUB
Commission of Editors of1 Biochemical Journals
(CEBJ).
The Introduction should be brief and outline the
purpose of the work in the context of previous work
in the field.

The Materials and methods section should follow the
Introduction and provide enough information to
permit repetition of the experimental work.

The Results should be presented concisely, avoiding,
as far as possible, repetition of information presented
in the Tables and Figures.

The Discussion should interpret the results and not
repeat them. In short manuscripts it may be
advantageous to combine Results and Discussion
into one section.

The list of References should include only published
work and work that is in press. Citations in the text
should be by author and year (Game 1983; Carlson
and Chorey 1996; Röder et al. 1997). Works by two
authors should be listed alphabetically according to
co-author. Works by more than two authors should
be listed chronologically. Where several works by the
same author(s) have appeared in the same year, a, b,
c, etc. should be added as necessary, both in the text
and in the list. As a rule, all authors should be listed;
punctuation marks should be restricted to parenth-
eses (year), commas (author lists) and colons (vol:page
numbers).

Examples:

Röder MS, Sorrells ME, Tanksley SD (1992) 5S
ribosomal gene clusters in wheat: Pulsed field gel
electrophoresis reveals a high degree of polymorph-
ism. Mol Gen Genet 232:215–220

Game JC (1983) Radiation-sensitive mutants and repair in
yeast. In: Spencer JFT, SpencerDM,SmithARW(eds)
Yeast genetics: Fundamental and applied aspects.
Springer-Verlag, New York, pp 109–137

Where necessary, unpublished results obtained by any
of the paper’s authors may be cited as such in the text,
listing all the authors involved. The unpublished
results of others may be cited as personal communica-
tions. However, in this case the final version must be
accompanied by a note of consent, signed by each
author cited.

Acknowledgements should include a declaration that
the work has been carried out in compliance with the
current laws governing genetic experimentation in the
country concerned.

Figure legends should be brief self-sufficient explana-
tions of the illustrations and should not repeat
passages from the Materials and methods. The
legends should be placed at the end of the manuscript
following the References. For graphs, include a
symbol legend within the figure rather than in the
text of the legend.

Tables should be printed on separate pages at the end
of the manuscript, and should be numbered with
Arabic numerals in the order of their occurrence in the
text (Table 1,Table 2 etc.). EachTable should be given
a brief title, indicating the contents. Tables should be
clearly structured. Explanatory matter should be kept
to a minimum and included as footnotes, keyed to the
contents by superscripts.

Figures should not be regarded as mere illustrations,
and their number and size should be kept to a
minimum. All figures should be numbered in the order
of their first mention in the text.

Line drawings: Please submit good-quality prints. The
inscriptions should be clearly legible.

Half-tone illustrations (black and white and colour):
Please submit well-contrasted photographic prints
with the top indicated on the back. Scale bars should
indicate magnification.

Size of figures: The figures should match the width of
either the column (86 mm) or the type area (178 mm).
The maximum length is 241 mm.

For color illustrations the authors will be expected to
make a contribution of (Euro 485, US$ 574, plus
16% VAT) towards the extra costs, irrespective of the
number of color figures.
Tables should have a title and a legend explaining any
abbreviations used. Footnotes to tables should
be indicated by superscript lower-case letters (or
asterisks for significance values and other statistical
data).

Digital images should be compiled in accordance with
the technical instructions for manuscripts and illus-
trations.

Sequences: Papers referring to sequence data can only
be accepted when an accession number has been
obtained from a database such as EMBL or
Genbank. Detailed instructions for sequence submis-
sions can be obtained from the corresponding
databases. The accession number may be cited in
the Materials and methods section, or as a footnote.
Nucleotide sequences will not usually be published,
unless their presentation is required to clarify
particular points of biological interest. Sequence
alignments should not take up more than 1 printed
page.

Electronic submission of final version

Please send only the final cversion of the article, as
accepted by the editors.
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Preparing your manuscript

Text

The template is available:

* via ftp:
Address: ftp.springer.de/
User ID: ftp
Password: your own e-mail address

– Directory: /pub/Word/journals
– File names: sv-journ.zip or sv-journ.doc and
sv-journ.dot

* via browser:
– ftp://ftp.springer.de/pub/Word/journals
The zip file should be sent uuencoded.

Layout guidelines

1. Use a normal, plain font (e.g., Times Roman) for
text.
Other style options:

– for textual emphasis use italic types.
– for special purposes, such as for mathematical
vectors, use boldface type.

2. Use the automatic page numbering function to
number the pages.

3. Do not use field functions.
4. For indents use tab stops or other commands, not

the space bar.
5. Use the table functions of your word processing

program, not spreadsheets, to make tables.

6. Use the equation editor of your word processing
program or MathType for equations.

7. Place any figure legends or tables at the end of the
manuscript.

8. Submit all figures as separate files and do not
integrate them within the text.

Data formats

Save your file in two formats:
1. RTF (Rich Text Format) or Microsoft Word

compatible formats

2. pdf (a single pdf file including text, tables and
figures)

Illustrations

The preferred figure formats are EPS for vector
graphics exported from a drawing program and TIFF
for halftone illustrations. EPS files must always
contain a preview in TIFF of the figure. The file
name (one file for each figure) should include the
figure number. Figure legends should be included in
the text and not in the figure file.

• Scan resolution: Scanned line drawings should be
digitized with a minimum resolution of 800 dpi
relative to the final figure size. For digital half-
tones, 300 dpi is usually sufficient.

• Color illustrations: Store color illustrations as RGB
(8 bits per channel) in TIFF format.

• Vector graphics: Fonts used in the vector graphics
must be included. Please do not draw with
hairlines. The minimum line width is 0.2 mm (i.e.,
0.567 pt) relative to the final size.

General information on data delivery

Please send a zip file (text and illustrations in separate
files) either:
* via ftp.springer.de (to our ftp.server; log-in ‘‘anon-
ymous’’; password: your e-mail address; further
information in the readme file on the server)

* by e-mail (only suitable for small file sizes)

* or on any of the following media:
– On a diskette [you may use .tar, .zip, .gzip (.gz),
.sit, and compress (.Z)]

– On a ZIP cartridge

– On a CD-ROM
Please always supply the following information with
your data: journal title, operating system, word
processing program, drawing program, image proces-

sing program, compression program. The file name
should be memorable (e.g., author name), have no
more than 8 characters, and include no accents or
special symbols. Use only the extensions that the
program assigns automatically.

Electronic supplementaty material (ESM) for an
article in the journal will be published in Spring-
erLink provided the material is:
– submitted to the Editor(s) in electronic form
together with the paper and is subject to peer
review.

– accepted by the journals Editor(s)

ESM may consist of
– Informations that cannot be printed: anima-
tions, video clips, sound recordings

– information that is more convenient in electronic
form: sequences, spectral data etc.

– large orginal data that relate to the paper, e.g.
additio-nal tables, illustrations (color and black &
white), etc.

Ater acceptance by the journals Editor(s) ESM will be
published as received from the author in the online
version only. Reference will be given in the printed
version.

Availability of materials. It is understood that by
publishing a paper in Molecular Genetics and
Genomics the authors agree to make available to
colleagues in academic research any genetic lines
(organisms or cells), nucleic acids, antibodies etc. that
were used in the research reported and are not
available from commercial suppliers.

25 offprints of each contribution are supplied free of
charge. If you wish to order additional offprints you
must return the order form with the corrected proofs.
You are then entitled to receive a pdf file of your
article for your own personal use.
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