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Submitting manuscripts

Please submit five copies of each manuscript,
printed on only one side of each sheet of paper.
Rejected manuscripts will not be returned to the
authors (except for original illustrations).

Manuscripts must be accompanied by the
“Copyright Transfer Statement” (the form is
regularly published in the journal, A4).

A cover letter should be sent with every manu-
script to identify the person (with address, tele-
phone number, and e-mail) responsible for corre-
spondence concerning the article. This letter
should make it clear that the final manuscript has
been seen and approved by all authors. The
authors must state that the paper has not been pub-
lished (in part or in full) or submitted for publica-
tion elsewhere; this includes the tables and fig-
ures. The editors of Neurological Sciences expect
all authors to disclose any commercial associa-
tions they have that might give rise to a conflict of
interest in connection with the submitted article.

Types of manuscripts accepted

Review articles are usually submitted after prior
consultation with the editors and are subject to
the peer review process. They should contain a
maximum of 4000 words and 75 references.

Original papers must not exceed 3000 words
and should not include more than 4-6 illustra-
tions and tables. Each separate part of a figure
(a, b, etc.) counts as an illustration. Up to 40 ref-
erences are permitted.

Brief communications should include brief
original studies or reports on one or a small
number of cases. They should not exceed 1000
words; 1-2 illustrations and up to 10 references
are permitted.

Case reports describe atypical or unusual clini-
cal entities. Limitations on words, tables and fig-
ures, and references are the same as for Brief
communications.

Letters to the editors are published in the corre-
spondence section. They must not exceed 300
words (and 5 references) and should be ad-
dressed to the Editor-in-Chief. Submitted letters
will be subject to shortening and editorial revision.

Translation or revision

Papers submitted in good English are edited by
the Springer copy editing service with no charge
for the authors. In case of papers needing transla-
tion or linguistic revision, authors must, on sub-
mission of texts to the Journal, state the same,
address and VAT number or tax code number of

the person or firm (not university) that will pay
for translation or revision. Payment must be
made wihin 90 days from invoicing, failing
which the Journal will not guarantee publication,
even if the work has, in principle, been accepted.

Preparation of manuscripts

General: The author(s) transfer(s) copyright
from the article to Springer-Verlag effective if
and when the article is accepted for publication.
The copyright covers the exclusive and unlimited
rights to reproduce and distribute the article in
any form of reproduction (printing, electronic
media or any other form); it also covers transla-
tion rights for all languages and countries. For
authors from the United States the copyright is
transferred to the extent transferable.

All manuscripts must be written in standard gram-
matical English; this is the responsibility of the
author. Manuscripts should be typed with double-
line spacing throughout, using only one side of
standard-sized paper. Margins should be at least
2.5 cm. Three manuscript pages (line width of 65
strokes; 30 lines per page; double-spaced) equal
one printed page. The form and content should be
carefully checked to exclude the need for making
corrections later, as authors will receive only one
set of page proofs (not galley proofs). Any
changes from the manuscript are expensive and
will be charged to the author. Essential additions
may be placed at the end of the article as a “Note
added in proof.” The approximate positions of fig-
ures and tables must be marked in the margin.

Footnotes should be avoided in the text.
Passages that are to be set in small print should
be marked with a vertical line and a P in the left
margin. Single words to be emphasized should
be underlined for printing in italics. The interna-
tional (SI) unit system should be used, although
other units can be included in parentheses.

Structure: The first page should include the
following: title of the paper; the first name(s)
and surname of each author (name of the author
to whom communications should be addressed
should be underlined and the postal address tele-
phone/fax numbers, and e-mail address, given);
name of the institution or hospital where the
work was done, its location, and the source of
any support received. The first author’s name
should not be placed in the upper right corner,
nor in the bottom corner, of the following pages.
The second page should include: the abstract
(no more than 150 words) and up to 6 key words
(terms from the medical subject headings of
Index Medicus should be used whenever possi-
ble). The rest of the paper should be arranged
in the following order: text, acknowledgements,
references, tables, figure legends.

Elements of the manuscript

Structured abstract: Abstracts (up to 150
words) should be provided in a structured forma-
ta (see Annals of Internal Medicine (1987) 106:
598-604), and should briefly describe: the
problem being addressed in the study, how the
study was performed, the results, and what the

authors conclude from their results, using 
the following sections in sequence: Objective,
the exact question(s) addressed by the article.
Design, the basic design of the study; Setting, the
location and level of clinical care; Patients and
participants, the manner of selection and number
of patients or participants who entered and com-
pleted the study; Interventions, the exact treat-
ment or intervention, if any; Measurements and
results, the methods of assessing patients and key
results; Conclusions, key conclusions including
direct clinical applications.

Introduction: The nature and purpose of the
work should be outlined briefly, quoting the rel-
evant literature.

Materials and methods: Clinical and technical
procedures should be included. Generic names
of drugs should be used. If an author desires,
brand names may be inserted in parentheses. In
the text, authors should state that human studies
have been conducted according to the principles
established in Helsinki. If studies were
approved by an ethical committee, it should be
stated. Authors of animal studies should state
that they adhered to the guidelines on animal
experimentation of a physiological society. The
Materials and methods section will be set in
small print.

Results: The results should be presented clear-
ly, concisely and without comment.

Discussion: Results should be explained and
related to those of other authors; their signifi-
cance for clinical practice should be defined.

References: The numerals used in the text
[which should be put in square brackets] refer to
a list of references prepared and numbered in the
order of appearance. If abstracts are cited, they
must be indicated as such and must not have
been published more than 3 years previously. No
references can be made to personal communica-
tions, unpublished data, theses, or manuscripts
submitted or in preparation. Journal names must
be abbreviated according to the List of Journals
Indexed in the Index Medicus. References
should be prepared in the structure of the fol-
lowing examples:

Journal articles: Falkers P, Luyten P (1997)
From morphology to function: new euro appli-
cations in functional magnetic resonance. Ital J
Neurol Sci 18:367-372

Books: Sindic CJM (1996) The detection of
IgA, IgM and free light chains abnormalities in
cerebrospinal fluid. In: Thompson EJ, Trojano
M, Livrea P (eds) Cerebrospinal Fluid Analysis
in Multiple Sclerosis. Springer-Verlag Berlin
Heidelberg, pp 41-50
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Italian summary: Papers submitted in English
should be accompanied by an Italian summary
that closely reflects the English abstract. For
non-Italian authors the summary will be pre-
pared by the editorial office.

Acknowledgments: These should be limited to
people who have contributed significantly to the
study.

Illustrations: Figures should be provided in tripli-
cate as glossy prints of black and white pho-
tographs; on the back, a label should indicate: top,
figure number and the title of the paper (or the first
words of the title). The author’s name(s) should
not appear. The size of the lettering should be con-
sistent in all figures. Each illustration must have a
legend of up to four lines (provided on a separate
page). Insets, lettering, arrows etc. should be
marked on a transparent overlay. Prints can be best
reproduced if the print submitted is of a size iden-
tical to that desired in the published paper: page
width is 17.6 cm; column width is 8.6 cm.
Computer drawings are acceptable provided they
are of comparable quality to line drawings.
Computer-drawn curves and lines must be smooth.

Color illustrations will be accepted, however, the
authors will be expected to make a contribution
towards the extra costs (€ 620,00 for the first and
€ 310,00 for each additional page plus VAT).

Tables: Each table should be on a separate sheet
and numbered consecutively with arabic numer-
als. A short title should be provided on the same
page. Footnotes are indicated with superscript
small letters.

Manuscripts on diskettes: Submission of dis-
kettes is encouraged, but these should not be
sent until any changes requested during the
reviewing process have been entered and
authors have been notified of acceptance for
publication. Authors are requested to follow the
instructions printed in the journal for prepara-
tion of diskettes (A3).

Proofs: One copy of the proof product is sent
with the manuscript to the author whose name is
given for correspondence. The corrected proof
should be returned immediately with the manu-
script to the publisher by express mail. If proofs
are not returned within 48 hours, the paper will
be published without the authors’ corrections.

Offprints: The corresponding author will receive
1 copy of the relevant issue. An order form for
extra offprints will be included with the proofs.

Failure to comply with the above instructions
will result in the manuscript being returned to
the author. Manuscripts are examined by the
editorial staff and are usually sent to outside
reviewers. Authors are encouraged to suggest
the names and addresses of possible reviewers,
but the editors reserve the right to make the final
selection. Authors are usually notified within 3
months if their manuscripts are accepted, but
longer delays are sometimes unavoidable.
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The copyright to this article is transferred to Springer-Verlag (for U.S. government employees:
to the extent transferable) effective if and when the article is accepted for publication. The copy-
right transfer covers the exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the article, including reprints,
translations, photographic reproductions, microform, electronic form (offline, online) or other
reproductions of similar nature.

An author may make his/her article published by Springer-Verlag available on his/her person-
al home page, provided the source of the published article is cited and Springer-Verlag is men-
tioned as the copyright owner. Authors are requested to create a link to the published article in
Springer's internet service.The link must be accompanied by the following text: "The original pub-
lication is available at http://www.springerlink.com.

Please use the appropriate URL and/or DOI for the article. Articles disseminated via
SpringerLink are indexed, abstracted and referenced by many abstracting and information ser-
vices, bibliographic networks, subscription agencies, library networks, and consortia.

The author warrants that this contribution is original and that he/she has full power to make
this grant. The author signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this material on behalf of
any and all co-authors.
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