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Animal Biology publishes original research papers on topics in the field of integrative zoology, 
including ecological and functional morphology, behavioural and physiological ecology, 
environmental physiology, behavioural biology, neuroscience and biosystematics. Purely 
descriptive papers will not be considered for publication. 

Online Submission 

Rather than submitting manuscripts in the traditional way (see below), authors are now to 
submit their manuscript online via the Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at 
 

http://www.editorialmanager.com/ab 
 
First, users need to register. Prior to submission, authors are urged to read these Instructions for 
Authors and the EM instructions avaijabje by fojjowing the above jini and cjiciing on the ‘hejp’ 
icon in the top left hand menu on the page. Online submission considerably shortens the overall 
publication time. 
When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and 
uploading of the various files and data. Authors also have the opportunity to suggest and oppose 
reviewers by submitting the names and addresses (including e-mail). The last stage of submitting 
your manuscript is selecting one of the Editors to handle your manuscript.  
Various formats are allowed for the initial submission, including PDF files. The final revision of 
the text must be a Word document. When a Word or equivalent document is uploaded as the 
initial submission, the system automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then 
used for reviewing. Ajj correspondence, incjuding the editor’s request for revision and finaj 
decision, will be by e-mail. 
 
Alternatively, authors can submit an electronic and one printed copy of their manuscript. We 
prefer an electronic copy in (Microsoft) Word or PDF format with tables and figures enclosed. 
The final revision of the text must be a Word document; figures can be in other  formats. 
 
Manuscripts should be sent to: 
 
Dr. Mees Muller, Executive Editor 
Experimental Zoology (EZO) 
Department of Animal Sciences, Wageningen UR 
Marijkeweg 40 
6709 PG Wageningen 
The Netherlands  
 
Telephone +31 31 7483928 (direct)/ +31 31 7483509 (secretariat) 
Fax +31 31 7483955 
E-mail  animal.biology@wur.nl 
 

mailto:animal.biology@wur.nl
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Animal Biology publishes reviews of zoological books. Books for review as well as proposals for 
reviews should be addressed to:   
 
Dr. Thomas P. Weber, Book Review Editor  
Joint Research Centre, European Commission  
Via Enrico Fermi 1, TP 267  
I-21020 Ispra 
Italy    
 
E-mail thomas.weber@jrc.it 
 
When submitting a manuscript, please note: 
 A PDF of the proofs is sent to the corresponding author to check typesetting accuracy. 

Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in 
publication and, therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. Proofs must be 
corrected without delay and returned to the Executive Editor: Dr. M. Muller. 

 Authors will have to transfer the copyright of their article to the Publisher. For this purpose 
they will receive a form which should be completed and returned with the proofs. 

 A PDF file of the paper will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to the corresponding 
author for personal use. 

 Correspondence concerning editorial matters should be addressed to the Executive Editor: 
Dr. M. Muller. 

Manuscripts 

 Contributions to Animal Biology should be written in English, and should, as a rule, not exceed 
20 printed pages (ca. 30 double-spaced manuscript pages with standard typeface), including 
figures and tables. Longer papers are sometimes allowed but only if extra space is offered by 
the Executive Editor. 

 Manuscripts submitted for publication should be typewritten with double spacing and broad 
margins. The pages must be numbered beginning with the title page. The title page should 
contain: full title, name(s) of author(s) (first name fully written), name(s) and address(es) of 
the institute(s) where the study was carried out, name, address and e-mail address of the 
author to whom proofs and a PDF file of the paper should be directed.  

 Title in roman type (capitals only for the first letter and the first letters of proper words).  

 Authors in roman type (capitals only for first letter of names), first name, names separated by 
commas and between the last two names by ‘and’, references to institutes and addresses as 
superscripts (e.g. 1, or 1, 2) in ascending order.  

 Institutes where the work has been done should be indicated under the authors, first letters of 
major words in capitals. When the authors were based at different organizations this should 
be indicated in superscript in front of the institute (e.g. 1Centre for Marine Sciences – 
corresponding to the references under ‘authors’).  

 E-mail address of corresponding author may be added as footnote.    

mailto:thomas.weber@jrc.it
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 Manuscripts should be preceded by an abstract containing a summary of the aims, the results 
and the conclusions of the study. The abstract should not exceed 250 words, and should be 
followed by a list of key words (max 6), separated by semicolons. 

 Main headings in bold type (Summary, Introduction, Material and methods, Results, 
Discussion, Acknowledgements, References or other variants if appropriate), capitals only for 
first letter of sentence and first letters proper names, separated by white lines from text. 
Subheadings in italic type, aligned to the left, capitals only for first letter of sentence and first 
letters proper names, separated by white lines from text. Sub-subheadings in italic type, 
indented, capitals only for first letter of sentence and first letters proper names, followed by a 
dot, with following text on the same line. 

 The use of italics other than in scientific names, as well as spacing of text and phrases, should 
be avoided. Footnotes and abbreviations should be avoided as much as possible. 

 The terms “figure, fig., figs, table, tables” should be put in the text in lower case, except at the 
beginning of a sentence. 

 Tables must be numbered consecutively in Arabic numerals and carry a heading briefly stating 
the nature of the facts assembled; each table must be on a separate sheet of paper. 

 Captions for figures should be added on a separate sheet at the end of the main text. Figures 
must be numbered consecutively in Arabic numerals. 

 Full-color figures are accepted. Color reproductions cannot be published unless the author(s) 
agree to bear the costs (580 € per color page in 2008). Figures to be printed in grey scale must 
not contain color. 

 Illustrations must be in final form for printing. Lines, lettering and symbols should be in black 
and suitable for the required reduction. The format of the pages is 12 × 19 cm; enough space 
should be left below each figure for the caption. Non-digital photographs and other halftone 
illustrations should be mounted on rigid white cardboard. Authors should indicate on the back 
of each figure the top of the figure by an arrow, the serial number of the figure, their name 
and the running title of the manuscript.  

 References in the text should be cited in the following form: White and Kinney (1974). In case 
of more than two authors, the name of the first author followed by et al. is to be used. 

 At the end of the paper, references should be arranged in alphabetical order of authors’ 
names. Journal names should be abbreviated according to the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals. References should be cited as follows:  
 
Journal article:  Eraud, C., Duriez, O., Chastel, O. & Faivre, B. (2005) The energetic cost of 
humoral immunity in the collared dove, Streptopelia decaocto: is the magnitude sufficient to 
force energy-based trade-offs? Funct. Ecol., 19, 110-118. 
 
Book:  Krebs, J.R. & Davies, N.B. (1981) An Introduction to Behavioural Ecology. Blackwell, Oxford. 
 
Chapter: Brown, J.H. (1975) Geographical Ecology of desert Rodents. In: M.L. Cody & J.M. 
Diamond (Eds.), Ecology and Evolution of Communities, pp. 315-341. Belknap Press, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
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 There will be no page charges. 
 
Copyright. It is a fundamental condition that submitted manuscripts have not been published 
and will not be simultaneously submitted or published elsewhere. By submitting a manuscript, 
the authors agree that the copyright for their article is transferred to the publisher if and when 
the article is accepted for publication. The use of general descriptive names, trade marks, etc., in 
this publication, even if the former are not specifically identified, is not to be taken as a sign that 
such names are exempt from the relevant protective Instructions to Authors laws and 
regulations and may accordingly be used freely by anyone. 
 
If you need to quote extensively from other works or wish to include other copyrighted material, 
you should seek permission (in writing) from the copyright holder. In most cases this will be the 
publisher of the original work; in some cases it is the author. Authors are responsible for taking 
care of reproduction fees, if any. Permission should be requested for reproduction of any of the 
following:   

  extensive quotations of text; it is very hard to define 'extensive' exactly, so when in doubt, 
ask for permission; 

  any quotation from a poem, a song, a newspaper article, or unpublished sources, whether in 
whole or in part; 

  any illustration (drawing, table, map) — whether redrawn or not; 

  any photograph. 
 
In your letter to the original publisher's Rights and Permissions Department the following 
information should be provided:  

 the nature of your own work (e.g., a scholarly monograph with a limited print run) and its 
title; 

 the publisher — BRILL. 
 
 


