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INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
 
MANUSCRIPT CATEGORIES 
All manuscripts submitted to Molecular Imaging and Biology (MIB) must be original; i.e., not published 
elsewhere (except in abstract form) and not under consideration for publication elsewhere.  MIB publishes 
Articles, Brief Articles, Rapid Communications, Reviews, Commentaries, and Letters to the Editor. 
Articles are full accounts of significant research or clinical investigations. Articles should be definitive in 
their conclusions. Articles should have the following sections: Introduction, Materials and Methods, 
Results, Discussion, Conclusions, and References. An abstract describing the investigation must also 
accompany the article. 
 
Brief Articles should have the same scientific quality and presentation format of full articles, but with 
more limited scope. Manuscripts should not be longer than four journal pages (16 double-spaced 
manuscript pages) including references, tables, and figures. 
 
Rapid Communications should be timely and novel work in its the initial phase of development but with 
sufficient content to document the findings. Manuscripts must not exceed three journal pages (nine 
double-spaced manuscript pages) in its their entirety. Manuscripts will have an accelerated publication 
time estimated to be 12 weeks from the time of submission. 
 
Reviews are invited accounts on topics of current relevance and interest to the molecular imaging 
audience. Reviews are informative and critical accounts provided by a forum of experts to cover a variety 
of subjects in new, emerging areas in the field or at appropriate times to consolidate a body of research 
into a conceptual presentation. 
 
Commentaries are invited accounts on topics of current significance in the field that could influence the 
scientific interests (new programmatic initiatives by NIH, NSF, DOE, Universities, and companies having 
a major impact on molecular imaging) or clinical practice (i.e., regulatory or clinical reimbursement) of 
the reader. 
 
Letters to the Editor are encouraged on controversial research topics or to address current issues being 
addressed in the Commentaries. 
 
Conference Proceedings and Conference Abstracts may also be accepted for publication following a 
recommendation from the Editor-in-Chief. 
 
~~~~ 
COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
Submission of a manuscript implies:  that the work described has not been published before (except in the 
form of an abstract or as part of the published lecture, review, or thesis); that it is not under consideration 
for publication elsewhere; that its publication has been approved by all coauthors, if any, as well as by the 
responsible authorities at the institute where the work has been carried out; that, if and when the 
manuscript is accepted for publication, the authors agree to automatic transfer of the copyright to the 
publisher; that the manuscript will not be published elsewhere in any language without the consent of the 
copyright holders; that written permission of the copyright holder is obtained by the authors for material 
used from other copyrighted sources; and that any costs associated with obtaining this permission are the 
authors’ responsibility.  A copyright transfer statement signed by all authors must be included with the 
manuscript submission. 
  
~~~ 
 



ONLINE SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS VIA MANUSCRIPT CENTRALTM 
Manuscripts are submitted online to MIB via Manuscript Central. Please log directly onto the site at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mib and upload your manuscripts following the instructions given on 
the screen. 
 
System Requirements 
Authors will need the following in order to use Manuscript Central: 
-  Netscape 4.x or MS Internet Explorer 4.x/5.x 
-  Adobe Acrobat browser plug-in 
-  Electronic files of the manuscript text 
- Electronic files of the manuscript figures, illustrations, and tables (scanned or exported) 
 
Author Accounts 
Authors entering the journal's Manuscript Central site can either create a new account or use an existing 
one. When you have an existing account, use it for all your submissions and you can track their status on 
the same page.  Please note: if you have submitted to MIB before via Manuscript Central, please hit the 
"check for existing account" button. You will then receive an automatic e-mail with your user id and 
password. Otherwise please create a new account and then follow the instructions given on the screen. 
 
Getting Started 
Once you have logged into your account, Manuscript Central will lead you through the submission 
process in a step-by-step orderly process. If you cannot finish your submission in one visit, you can save a 
draft and re-enter the process at the same point for that manuscript. While submitting your manuscript 
online, you will be required to enter data about your manuscript in the system. These include title, 
subtitle, author names and affiliations, and so forth as listed below under MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION. 
Support for special characters is available.  At any point during this process, there are Help buttons 
available to see common questions and a support link to ask a specific question via email. 
 
Uploading Files 
Electronic files can be uploaded as RTF.  You will be required to upload graphics in their required format.  
Please follow the GUIDELINES FOR ELECTRONICALLY PRODUCED FIGURES AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS below.   The file size should not exceed 5 MB; larger files can take too long for 
referees to download and their browsers may time out. 
 
RTF (Rich Text Format) is a common export property of most popular word processors. Check your word 
processor to see if it can export or "Save As" your file in RTF format.  MS Word and WordPerfect both 
contain this function. After uploading the RTF for text, you will be prompted for uploading graphics. 
Common graphics files such as GIF, JPEG, EPS, TIFF and many others are supported.  After uploading 
the parts of the article in this manner, the system will convert the files to PDF.  You will see the result of 
the conversion with the Acrobat plug-in in your browser.  Although conversion to PDF format is 
automatic, if the resulting files are too large (>1 MB each), they will have to be manually modified by the 
editorial office, resulting in further delays and potential discrepancies from your original layout.  Keep 
copies of your word-processing and graphics files.  At any point during this process, there are Help 
buttons available to see common questions and a support link to ask a specific question via email.  You 
will also be notified by email that your submission was successful. 
 
Graphics Quality 
If you are submitting electronic graphics that you have scanned, please follow the GUIDELINES FOR 
ELECTRONICALLY PRODUCED FIGURES AND ILLUSTRATIONS below. 
 
Keeping Track of the Manuscript Status 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/mib


After submission, you may return periodically and monitor the progress of your submission through the 
review process. 
 
If you are unable to submit your manuscript via Manuscript Central, please contact the editorial 
office: 
 
Jorge R. Barrio, PhD 
Editor-in-Chief, Molecular Imaging and Biology 
Department of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology 
UCLA School of Medicine 
B2-086A CHS 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-6948 
Telephone: (310) 267-2917 
Fax: (310) 825-4517 
E-mail: jbarrio@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
~~~~ 
MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION 
Manuscripts should be typed double-spaced. A cover letter should accompany the manuscript, stating the 
manuscript category and its significance. Acronyms should be maintained to a minimum. When used, 
acronyms and other abbreviations should be first defined and then remain consistent throughout the 
manuscript. Names of compounds should follow established chemistry nomenclature (e.g., Chemical 
Abstracts Service or IUPAC; See Chemical Abstracts Index Guide). For example, for commonly used 
molecular imaging probes, such as FDG, names such as F-18 fluorodeoxyglucose and F-18 deoxyglucose 
are not acceptable. The appropriate name is 2-deoxy-2-[18F]fluoro-D-glucose. 
 
Abstracts, Keywords, and Short Title: A structured abstract, not to exceed 150 words. The following four 
headings should be included: Purpose, Procedures, Results (most important findings), and Conclusions 
(emphasizing the new aspects of the study). Following the abstract, list up to 10 keywords or phrases for 
indexing. Please provide a shortened title for the running head. 
 
Tables: All tables should be numbered with Arabic numerals and have descriptive titles. Footnotes to the 
text should be numbered consecutively with superior Arabic numerals. All tables should be supplied on a 
separate page at the end of the main document and have callouts in the text. 
 
Figures and Illustrations:  All illustrations must be provided electronically. Please see the Guidelines for 
Electronically Produced Figures and Illustrations below for acceptable file formats.  

Color Figures and Illustrations: Color can be used without charge for the electronic edition of the journal 
but will appear in the printed version of the journal at the author’s expense: $575 per page (Note: Color 
must be submitted in the preferred electronic format to be used without charge for the electronic edition). 

Figure and Illustration Legends:  Legends should be numbered with Arabic numerals corresponding to 
the figures. When symbols, arrows, numbers, or letters are used to identify parts of the figure, each should 
be explained clearly in the legend. For microphotographs, the internal scale marks should be defined and 
the method of staining should be given. The legend should permit the figures to be understood without 
reference to the text. If the figure has been previously published, a credit line should be included and a 
permission letter supplied to the author. 



References:  References should be double-spaced and numbered consecutively in the order in which they 
are first mentioned, not alphabetically.  Identify references in the text, tables, and legends with brackets 
(e.g., [1]).  References cited only in table or figure legends should be numbered in accordance with a 
sequence established by the first mention in the text of the particular table or figure.  All works cited in 
text must be listed and all references in the list must be cited in the text.  Do not include personal 
communications or unpublished data in the reference list.   

Journal abbreviations are those of the Index Medicus.  The Council of Biology Editors (CBE) Style 
Manual should be followed for style.  In any article with more than six authors, the use of “et al.” will 
prevail.  When using “et al.”, the first three authors must be listed.  Examples: 

Article Reference: 
1. Phelps, M.E. Positron emission tomography provides molecular imaging of biological processes. Proc. 
Natl. Acad. Sci. (USA) 97: 9226-9233, 2000. 
 
Book Reference: 
2. Qaim, S.M.; Clark, J.C.; Crouzel, C.; et al. PET radionuclide production. In: Stocklin, G., Pike, V. W., 
eds. Radiopharmaceuticals for positron emission tomography. Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers; 
1993:1-43. 
  
SMRM Abstract and Proceeding Reference: 
3. Ponomarev , V.; Serganova, I; Ageyeva, L.; et al. A new reporter gene for multimodality imaging: 
xanthine phosphoribosyl transferase and red fluorescent protein fusion. J. Nucl. Med. 42: 70P, 2001 
(Abstract). 
 
~~~~ 
GUIDELINES FOR ELECTRONICALLY PRODUCED FIGURES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
For production of the figures and illustrations of an accepted manuscript, the Springer production 
department requires electronically produced figures to be saved in either EPS (Encapsulated PostScript) 
or TIFF (Tag Image File Format) format. Most drawing programs (e.g. Adobe Illustrator, Deneba Canvas, 
CorelDraw) have a save-as-EPS option in their Save dialog box. Other information about EPS can be 
found at the Adobe website. 
 
GENERAL 
y Upload figures and illustrations separately from the text (i.e. files should not be integrated with the 

text files). 
y Unless the authors have specified they wish to pay for color, color figures and illustrations will be 

converted to grey scale for the print edition.  
 
VECTOR (LINE) GRAPHICS 
• Vector graphics exported from a drawing program should be stored in EPS format only.  
• Suitable drawing program: Adobe Illustrator. For simple line art the following drawing programs are 

also acceptable: Corel Draw, Freehand, Canvas.  
• No rules narrower than .25 pt.  
• No grey screens paler than 15% or darker than 60%.  
• Screens meant to be differentiated from one another must differ by at least 15%.  
 
SPREADSHEET/PRESENTATION GRAPHICS 
• Most presentation programs (Excel, PowerPoint, Freelance) produce data that cannot be stored in an 

EPS or TIFF format. Therefore graphics produced by these programs cannot be used for reproduction.  
 



HALFTONE ILLUSTRATIONS 
• Black & white and color figures and illustrations should be saved in EPS or TIFF format.  
• Figures and Illustrations should be created using Adobe Photoshop whenever possible.  
 
SCANS 
• Scanned reproductions of black and white photographs should be provided as 300 ppi EPS or TIFF 

files.  
• Scanned color illustrations should be provided as EPS or TIFF files scanned at a minimum of 300 ppi 

with a 24-bit color depth.  
• Line art should be provided as EPS or TIFF files at 600 ppi.  
 
~~~~~ 
MULTIMEDIA SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
All multimedia submissions must be sent directly to the editorial office address listed above. 
 
Multimedia Articles 
• All submissions must be in English 
• Long submission (10 minutes maximum) or short submission (approximately 3 minutes) 
• Abstract with bibliographic references (see MANUSCRIPT PREPARATIONS above.  3 copies and a 

diskette is required saved as a Microsoft Word file format) 
• Multimedia file for review: MPEG-1 or Quicktime MOV file with the largest frame size (usually 320 

x 240 pixels) that will fit on a CD and will be playable on a Windows-based computer (3 copies) 
• Multimedia file for final submission if accepted for publication: generic Microsoft AVI file, full 

screen video 640 x 480 or 720 x 480 pixels (using Cinepak or similar CODEC), Microsoft DV AVI 
720 x 480 pixels (NTSC format), or Quicktime MOV file full-screen video 640 x 480 or 720 x 480 
pixels written to a CD (short submission) or data format DVD (-/+R or RW) (long submission) 

 
Dynamic Manuscripts 
Normal submission requirements and generic Microsoft AVI file, full screen video 640 x 480 or 720 x 
480 pixels, Microsoft DV AVI file, full screen video (720 x 480 pixels) or Quicktime MOV file full-
screen video 640 x 480 or 720 x 480 pixels written to a CD.  Up to 3 (one minute maximum each) videos 
per manuscript submission will be accepted. 
 
~~~~~ 
ONLINE FIRST PRODUCTION WORKFLOW 
All articles published in MIB will follow the Springer Online First production workflow, enabling 
publication on the SpringerLink website soon after receipt of author corrections to proofs. Once a 
manuscript has been accepted and received by the publisher in a complete form (with all figures, tables, 
references, finalized text, signed copyright transfer statement, and valid e-mail address – Please see 
MANUSCRIPT PREPARATIONS), the manuscript will be typeset and proofs will be available 
electronically for author proofreading. After your manuscript has been received by the Springer 
production department, you should expect an e-mail in approximately 6-8 weeks from the production 
editor which will provide a link to the electronic proof of the article, and a username and password that 
will enable access to the proof. A file containing a list of proofreader’s marks and a fax cover sheet (along 
with a url for online reprint orders) will also be available for downloading at this time. We ask that the 
author print out the proof, mark all corrections clearly on the pages, and email, fax, or overnight courier 
the pages with corrections to the production editor: 
 
Lynn Bixenspan 
Springer 
233 Spring Street, Sixth Floor 



New York, New York 10013 
Telephone: (212) 460-1716 
Fax: (212) 460-1575 
E-mail: Lynn.Bixenspan@Springer-sbm.com 
 
This will be the only proof that you see for this article; the responsibility for proofreading is yours. Once 
you have returned the proofs, no other corrections will be allowed except in the form of an erratum. After 
the production editor implements the corrections, the article will be published on Online First on the 
journal’s website, SpringerLink. (Please note: When the article is published it will have a different link 
[URL address] from the one you received for the proofs.) You will be alerted via email upon online 
publication of your article on SpringerLink. The article will be citable by the digital object identifier 
(DOI), a unique and persistent identification code assigned to the article and attached to it throughout the 
production and publication process (for more information about DOI log on to www.doi.org). Publication 
of each article will be announced to SpringerLink Alert subscribers who will then be allowed access to 
the article abstract; access to the full article is available to individual and institutional subscribers and to 
The Academy of Molecular Imaging members. Please remember that the speed with which your papers 
can be published Online First depends on the prompt return of your proofs. The article will be published 
first electronically as described above. It will eventually be assigned to a print issue of MIB in an order 
determined by the Editor-in-Chief. The date of online publication will appear both in the electronic and 
print versions. 
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