
Instructions for authors

Langenbeck’s Archives of Surgery publishes
original papers, review articles, short commu-
nications, editorials and other special catego-
ries of articles relevant to surgery of the diges-
tive tract, endocrine organ topics, the field of
traumatology, vascular surgery and thoracic
diseases. Manuscripts must be prepared in ac-
cordance with the “Uniform Requirement for
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Jour-
nals” developed by the International Commit-
tee of Medical Journal Editors (N Engl J Med
1991; 3224:424–428). Manuscripts submitted
must not be under consideration for publication
elsewhere.

The authors transfer the copyright for their 
article to Springer-Verlag effective if and
when the article is accepted for publication.
The copyright covers the exclusive and unlim-
ited rights to reproduce and distribute the ar-
ticle in any form of reproduction (printing,
electronic media or any other forms): it also
covers translation rights for all languages and
countries. For U.S. authors the copyright is
transferred to the extent transferable.

1. General

Manuscripts must be directed to:

Hans G. Beger, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief, Langenbeck’s Arch Surg
Department of Surgery
University Hospital of Ulm
Steinhoevelstr. 9
89075 Ulm, Germany
e-mail: hans.beger@medizin.uni-ulm.de
Fax: +49-731-50026786

Manuscripts must be written in English. Au-
thors who are not accustomed to writing in Eng-
lish are advised to seek the help of an English-
speaking colleague. Spelling may be British or
American, but it must be consistent throughout
the text, figure legends and table titles. If a man-
uscript is submitted in poor English, it may be
returned to the author and there will be a delay
in publication. All manuscripts are subject to
copy editing and will, if necessary, be returned
to the author for open questions to be answered
or missing information to be supplied before be-
ing sent to the typesetter for composition. When
corrections are extensive, the author is respon-
sible for having the manuscript retyped. Ma-
nuscripts should be accompanied by the “Co-
pyright Transfer Statement“ (the form is regur-
larly published in this journal).

Submission of manuscripts in electronic form
(on diskette or via ftp) is encouraged. Springer
offers a user-friendly Word document tem-
plate for writing your manuscript. Please con-
sult the Technical instructions for ma-
nuscripts and illustrations in electronic form
published regularly in this journal. Please do
not transmit any data to the publisher until
your manuscript has been reviewed and 
accepted for publication.
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2. Supplementary material
Data which is of primary interest only to those rea-
ders who want more complete data for compari-
son purposes, will not be printed in the journal. If
submitted in electronic form, this material will be
put on Springer-Verlag‘s server and will be ac-
cessible free of charge through the World Wide
Web at http://link.springer.de/ol/total/e-supp.htm.

3. Format
Submit four complete copies of the manuscript.
Type the manuscript double spaced on one side 
of the paper only and leave wide margins. At-
tach full-page photocopies of all figures to the
back of each manuscript. Write the last name of
the first author and the manuscript number in
pencil at the top of each figure. Cite the refer-
ences, tables and illustrations consecutively as
they appear in the text.

4. Manuscript
Papers submitted should not exceed 15 ma-
nuscript pages including references, tables,
and figure legends.

Arrange the manuscript as follows: (1) title 
page, (2) abstract and keywords (3) body of
paper, (4) acknowledgements, (5) references,
(6) tables, (7) figure legends, (8) figures, (9)
permissions.

Title page: Provide a complete title (limit: 
120 characters). List complete names of all au-
thors and names and full location of department
and institution where work was performed. List
grant support and other assistance. (Acknow-
ledgements are listed at the end of the text.) If
the paper was presented at a scientific meeting,
provide a footnote giving the name of meeting,
date, and location. Provide the name, complete
mailing address, telephone number, fax number
and e-mail address of the corresponding author.

Abstract: Limited to 200 words. The following
sections are desired: Background and aims; Pa-
tients/Methods; Results; Conclusion. Do not
use abbreviations, footnotes or references. List
up to 5 keywords.

Body of the paper: Organize in the following
manner: (1) Introduction, (2) Materials and
methods, (3) Results, (4) Discussion, (5) Con-
clusion.
Describe the ethical guidelines followed (for 
human or animal studies); cite approval of in-
stitutional human research review committee or
animal welfare committee; describe in detail
hazardous procedures or chemicals involved,
including the precautions observed. Outline sta-
tistical methods used. Identify drugs and chem-
icals used by generic name. If trademarks of in-
struments and other devices are mentioned, list
manufacturer and city. Type footnotes on the
manuscript page on which they occur.

Acknowledgements: Limit this paragraph to
those persons who have contributed to the
scientific study.

5. References
Cite references in the order of appearance in the
text using numbers in square brackets. Double

check that the list of the references corresponds
to the citations in the text. While it is alright to
cite personal communications and unpublished
data in the text, they cannot be included in the
list of references. Journal abbreviations must
conform to those used in Index Medicus.

1. Journal article (list all authors): 13. Meltzer
SJ, Ahnen DJ, Battifour H, Yokkokota J, Clinie
MJ (1987) Protrooncogene abnormalities in co-
lon cancers and adenomatous polyps. Gastroen-
terology 92: 1174–1180

2. Book: 18. Day RÅ (1979) How to write and
publish a scientific paper. Institute for Scientif-
ic Information, Philadelphia

3. Chapter in book: 22. Costra M, Furness JB,
Llewellyn-Smith IF (1987) Histochemistry of
the enteric nervous system. In: Johnson LR (ed)
Physiology of the gastrointestinal tract, 2nd
edn. Raven, New York, pp 1–40

6. Tables, illustrations
The number of figures and tables is to be kept
to an absolute minimum. Numerical data given
in graphs or tables must not be duplicated. Ta-
bles (including titles and footnotes) should be
submitted on separate pages.

All figures, whether photographs, graphs or 
diagrams, should be numbered consecutively
throughout and submitted on separate sheets.
Figures will generally be reduced to 8.6 cm
(column width) or to 13.1 cm (to accommodate
a side caption). Related figures will be arranged
together whenever possible. 
Figure parts should be identified by lower 
case letters.

Line drawings. Good-quality prints or laser
printed computer drawings should be submit-
ted. The inscriptions should be clearly legible
and in proportion to the overall size of the fig-
ure.

Halftone illustrations. Well-contrasted photo-
graphic prints trimmed at right angles should be
submitted.

For color illustrations the authors will be ex-
pected to make a contribution (€ 485, US$ 534,
plus 16% VAT) towards the extra costs, 
irrespective of the number of color figures.

7. Drug names
In general, generic names should be used. If 
necessary, brand names can be inserted in pa-
rentheses at first mention in the text.

8. Offprints
Offprints may be ordered at cost price when
page proofs are returned.
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