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Aims and Scope

JCCS, serves as a forum for the dissemination of fundamental and translational research. In particular, it
publishes papers discussing intercellular and intracellular signaling pathways that are particularly
important to understand how cells interact with each other and with the surrounding environment, and how
cellular behavior contributes to pathological states. The JCCS covers identification and function of
receptors, ligands, and other biomolecules participating in the outward and inward cellular signaling
pathways in normal and pathological conditions. Cell-cell, cell-matrix, and cell-environment interactions
often modulate or even override programmed patterns of cell behavior. In this respect, signaling is critical
for normal cell growth and development, and abnormal signaling pathways have been associated with
several human diseases. JCCS publishes reports incorporating morphological, biochemical, molecular and
physiological approaches.

JCCS also welcomes the publication of studies reporting innovative in vitro models that facilitate
investigations of signaling networks and cell behavior. In addition to Research reports of data from
original research the Journal of Cell Communication and Signaling also welcomes the submission of:

Commentaries which are short, focused and opinionated articles on any subject within the journal's scope.
These articles are usually related to a contemporary issue, such as recent research findings, and are often
written by opinion leaders invited by the Editorial Board.

Letters to the Editor, which should be original research manuscripts reporting findings of wide interest to
the scientific community. Letters typically do not exceed 2-4 pages and report early but groundbreaking
studies that deserve accelerated processing. The letters undergo strict peer review. Number of figures and
or tables is limited to 3. The text is not to exceed 2000 words, and reference kept to a minimum. The
preliminary review process is conducted under the responsibility of the Editor in Chief. Manuscripts that
do not comply with the ‘Letter’ format requirements are transferred to regular section editors.

Comprehensive Reviews which constitute authoritative descriptions of any subject within the journal's
scope. These articles are usually written by opinion leaders who have been invited by the Editorial Board.

Historical Reviews that report basic concepts and milestones in the discovery of key regulatory
molecules. These articles are usually written by specialists who have been invited by the editorial board.

The Journal of Cell Communication and Signaling is the official Journal the International CCN Society
(ICCNS — http://ccnsociety.com)

Instructions to Authors

Material submitted to Journal of Cell Communication and Signaling must conform to the uniform
requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical journals as outlined by the International Committee
of Medical Journal Editors (http://www.icmje.org/index.html); see also International Committee of
Medical Journal Editors (1999) Med Educ 33: 66-78. Submission of a manuscript to Journal of Cell
Communication and Signaling implies that the work has not been previously published, except in part in
the form of an abstract, proceeding of a conference or professional meeting, or as part of a published
lecture, review or thesis.



Journal of Cell Communication and Signaling shall accept submissions on the following types of
articles:

Editorials

Original Research Articles
Review Articles
Methodology Articles
Software Articles
Commentaries

Online Submission

All manuscripts and other material for publication in the journal should be submitted by the web-enabled
online manuscript submission and review system. Prior to submitting a manuscript or other material, the
corresponding author must choose an appropriate Section (Pathology and Translational Research Section,
Molecular Signaling Section, Review Section, Bits & Bytes) . The section Editor in charge will be dealing
with the submitted manuscript or material and will act as the corresponding Editor.

As the review process is also fully web-based, this system allows editors to keep review times as short as
possible and offers authors the option to track progress of the review of their manuscripts in real time. The
online manuscript submission and review system for Journal of Cell Communication and Signaling
offers easy and straightforward log-in and submission procedures. Please refer to:
www.editorialmanager.com/jccs . The system supports a wide range of submission file formats for
manuscripts (Word, WordPerfect, RTF, TXT and LaTex) and figures (TIFF, EPS, Microsoft® Office
formats and Postscript). PDF is not an acceptable file format. If you encounter any difficulties while
submitting your manuscript online, please contact the responsible Editorial Assistant by clicking on
"CONTACT US" from the tool bar.

General rules

It is a condition of acceptance that all articles have not been and will not be published elsewhere in
substantially the same form. The submitting author must have circulated the article to and have secured
final approval of the version to be published from all co-authors before submission of the article. This
includes confirmation of:

Absence of previous similar or simultaneous publications,

Their inspection of the manuscript,

Their substantial contribution to the work

Their agreement to submission. It should be noted that these conditions are later confirmed in
writing by the corresponding author in a copyright transfer form when the paper is accepted.

Supplementary (internet-only) material may be published for all articles; we encourage or request
deposition of raw data when this appears appropriate. It is assumed that authors whose research is
published by the journal will make cell lines, antibodies, cloned DNA sequences, and similar materials
available to other investigators in non-commercial institutions, so as to permit replication of the reported
work. No page or color charges are levied on authors or their institutions. The following information, in
the form of a covering letter, will be required at the time of electronic manuscript submission:

o Full title of the article
e Category and journal section of manuscript being submitted, for example original article,



commentary etc.

Mailing address, a telephone number and fax humbers, and e-mail address of the corresponding
author.

Name of one author, who serves as guarantor for the article, accepts full responsibility for the
work and/or the conduct of the study, had access to the data, and controlled the decision to publish.
Brief statement covering all authors’ agreement for submission

Confirmation of ethical approval, if appropriate, from a relevant regulating body or an official
ethical committee.

Details of funding for all research studies including a statement that “The author(s) confirm(s)
independence from the sponsors; the content of the article has not been influenced by the
sponsors”.

Language

The Journal's language is English. 'American’ or 'British' English may be used. The article should,
however, follow one style only. We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is
corrected before submission.

Manuscript structure
The first page should include:

Title of the article

Authors’ names and institutional affiliations.

Name, email address and full postal address, including postal (ZIP) code, of the author who will be
dealing with correspondence and proofs.

Number of figures and tables; please also state whether a color picture is provided that may be
used for the front cover of the issue in which the article appears. The second page should include
An abstract of not more than 250 words (Medline allows a maximum of 4096 characters and will
truncate longer abstracts).

Up to six suitable key words for the subject index. These should be arranged in alphabetical order.
A list of abbreviations.

Manuscript Sections
Papers and articles must be clearly divided into the following sections:

Abstract

Key words;

Introduction;

Materials and Methods;

Results;

Discussion;

Acknowledgements;

References;

Legends;

Figures/Tables. Editors are aware that this format may not be applicable for review articles,
software articles and commentaries.



Electronic figures

Electronic versions of your figures must be supplied. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. For
bitmapped graphics, TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures -600
-1200 dpi; photographs -300 dpi; screen dumps -leave as is. Color figures can be submitted in the RGB
color system. Font-related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Times Roman, Courier
and Helvetica.

Color figures
Color figures may be printed free of charge. Please indicate at submission which figures should be printed
in color.

Tables and illustrations

Tables require a heading and the figures a legend and both should be numbered in Arabic numerals.
Abbreviations in the legends should conform to those in the text. Electronically submitted b/w half-tone
and color illustrations must have a final resolution of 300 dpi after scaling, line drawings one of 800-1,200
dpi. Photomicrographs should be calibrated on the print by adding a calibration bar. Any If any tables or
illustrations submitted have been published elsewhere, written consent for republication should be
obtained by the author from the holders of the copyright (usually the authors and the publishers).

Units, symbols, database references

Authors should use Sl units throughout the manuscript. Biochemical nomenclature should follow IUPAC-
IUB recommendations (http://www.chem.gmul.ac.uk/iupac/jcbn/). Previously published material should be
acknowledged, and written permission from copyright holders obtained to reproduce figures, tables or
substantial sections of text. Where a paper relies on material that is under consideration by, or in press in,
another journal, a copy of this should be provided for use by the referees.

References

References should be listed at the end of the paper in alphabetical order by surname of first author. If there
are several works with the same (first) author they should be entered in the following order within the list:
(1) all by single author in chronological order; (2) same author and one co-author alphabetically by co-
author then chronologically; (3) same author plus two or more co-authors strictly chronologically. Works
published by the same author/s or by several authors with the same one name first in the same year should
be distinguished by the addition of lowercase a, b, ¢ etc. to the year of publication in both text citations and
the list. Journal titles should be abbreviated in accordance with Index Medicus. Papers or articles accepted
for publication may be included with abbreviated title of the article, name of journal followed by (in
press).

All papers and articles not yet accepted can be included as (submitted). The references must be verified by
the author(s) against the original documents. The title of journal articles should be abbreviated in
accordance with the style used in Index Medicus / MEDLINE/Current contents.
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277: 29399-29405

Kubinyi, H. (Ed.) (1993) 3D QSAR in Drug Design: Theory, Methods and Applications, ESCOM, Leiden,
The Netherlands.

References to essays in an edited collection:
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References to essays in conference proceedings should include the author's name(s); editor's name(s); title
of proceedings; place and date of conference; publisher and/or organization from whom the proceedings
can be obtained; place of publication; year of publication; first and last page numbers.
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Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

Springer Publishers supports DOIs as unique identifiers for articles. A DOI number will be printed on the
title page of each article. DOIs can be useful in the future for identifying and citing articles published
online without volume or issue information. More information can be found at www.doi.org. Springer
Publishers does not require the usage of DOI numbers in identifying and citing articles at this time in the
JCCS. However when used Springer Publishers will print the DOI number in the reference section.

Citing Internet References
1. Article by DOI (with page numbers) Slifka MK, Whitton JL (2000) Clinical implications of
dysregulated cytokine production. J Mol Med 78:74-80. DOI 10.1007/s001090000086

2. Article by DOI (before issue publication with page numbers) Slifka MK, Whitton JL (2000) Clinical
implications of dysregulated cytokine production. J Mol Med (in press). DOI 10.1007/s001090000086

3. Article in electronic journal by DOI (no paginated version) Slifka MK, Whitton JL (2000) Clinical
implications of dysregulated cytokine production. Dig J Mol Med. DOI 10.1007/s801090000086

4. Online document Doe J (1999) Title of subordinate document. In: The dictionary of substances and their
effects. Royal Society of Chemistry. Available via DIALOG. http://www.rsc.org/dose/title of subordinate
document. Cited 15 Jan 1999

5. Online database Healthwise Knowledgebase (1998) US Pharmacopeia, Rockville.
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6. Supplementary material/private homepage Doe J (2000) Title of supplementary material.
http://www.privatehomepage.com. Cited 22 Feb 2000

7. University site Doe J (1999) Title of preprint.
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http://www.uni-heidelberg.de/mydata.html. Cited 25 Dec 1999
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1999

2. Organization site ISSN International Centre (1999) Global ISSN database. http://www:.issn.org.
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No more than four references should be cited in support of any given point. The authors are responsible for
the accuracy of such citations and are urged to take utmost care in proofreading the citations and the
reference list.

After acceptance of a manuscript

Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author by e-mail. Your response, with or without corrections,
should be sent as soon as possible and preferably within 72 hours. Please do not make any corrections to
the PDF file. Minor corrections (+/— 10) should be sent as an e-mail attachment to:
proofscorrection@springer.com Always quote the four-letter journal code (JCCS) and article number from
your proof in the subject field of your e-mail. Extensive corrections must be clearly marked on a printout
of the PDF file and should be sent by first-class mail (airmail overseas).

Permissions

It is the responsibility of the author to obtain written permission for a quotation from unpublished material,
or for all quotations in excess of 250 words in one extract or 500 words in total from any work still in
copyright, and for the reprinting of figures, tables or poems from unpublished or copyrighted material.

Copyright

Authors will be asked, upon acceptance of an article, to transfer copyright of the article to the Publisher.
This will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information under copyright laws.

An author may self-archive an author-created version of his/her article on his/her own website and his/her
institution’s repository, including his/her final version; however he/ she may not use the publisher’s PDF
version which is posted on www.springerlink.com. Furthermore, the author may only post his/her version
provided acknowledgement is given to the original source of publication and a link is inserted to the
published article on Springer’s website. The link must be accompanied by the following text:

“The original publication is available at www.springerlink.com”. Authors will be asked to transfer
copyright of the article to the Publisher. This will ensure the widest possible dissemination of information
under copyright laws.

The articles and commentaries published as Bits and Bytes, or Nuts and Bolts will appear simultaneously
on the ICCNS Web Site.

Springer Open Choice

In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the journal and access to
that article is granted to customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer now provides an
alternative publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice article receives all the
benefits of a regular subscription-based article, but in addition is made available publicly through


http://www.springerlink.com/

Springer’s online platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please
click on the link below to complete the relevant order form and provide the required payment information.
Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will be published as regular subscription-
model articles. See also: www.springeronline.com/openchoice
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as stock ownership and funding. Although an author may not feel that there are conflicts, disclosure of
relationships and interests that could be viewed by others as conflicts of interest affords a more transparent
and prudent process. All authors for AGE must disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest. The
Journal may publish such disclosures if judged to be important to readers.

Informed consent

Manuscripts containing the results of experimental studies on human participants must disclose in the
Methods section whether informed consent was obtained from patients in the study after the nature of the
procedure had been fully explained to them. If informed consent was waived by the institutional review
board (IRB) for a study, that should be so stated. In addition, a statement affirming approval of the IRB
should be included, if approved. The patient's right to privacy should not be infringed. Information that
would identify patients should not be published.

Animal rights

Authors are advised to comply with the guidelines for the care and use of laboratory animals as described
by the U.S. National Institutes of Health and to acknowledge their compliance with these guidelines in the
Methods section of the manuscript.
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