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Instructions to authors

Copyright
Submission of a manuscript implies: that the work
described has not been published before (except in the
form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture,
review, or thesis); that it is not under consideration for
publication elsewhere; that its publication has been
approved by all co-authors, if any, as well as by the
responsible authorities at the institute where the work
has been carried out. A written document undersigned
by all authors stating agreement with the contents of
the article should be remitted. Manuscripts must be
accompanied by the “Copyright Transfer Statement.”
The author(s) transfer(s) the copyright of the article to
Springer-Verlag effective if and when the article is
accepted for publication.
The copyright covers the exclusive and unlimited rights
to reproduce and distribute the article in any form of
reproduction (printing, electronic media or any other
form); it also covers translation rights for all languages
and countries. For U.S. authors, the copyright is trans-
ferred to the extent transferable. The author(s)
guarantee(s) that the manuscript will not be published
elsewhere in any other language without the consent of
the copyright holders.

Submission of manuscript
Print manuscripts should be submitted in triplicate
(with three sets of original illustrations) together with
an electronic version (see below) to:
Prof. Patrick J. Cozzone - Magma Editorial Office
CRMBM-CNRS, Faculté de Médecine
27 Boulevard Jean Moulin
13005 Marseille, France
Manuscripts in electronic form.
For preparing the electronic form of the manuscript
(disquette or CD), Springer offers a user-friendly Word
document template.
The technical instructions for preparing the electro-
nic form of the manuscript can be found at: http://
link.springer.de/link/service/journals/10334/about.htm
Please submit your work in two versions:
1. RTF (Rich Text Format) or Microsoft Word

compatible formats
2. pdf (a single pdf file including text, tables

and figures)

Manuscript preparation
Manuscripts should be printed in double-line spacing
with wide margins. The pages should be numbered con-
secutively, starting with the title page.
Manuscripts should be written in English. Authors who
are not sufficiently familiar with the language are
advised to seek the help of a colleague whose mother
tongue is English.
The desired position of figures and tables should be
marked in the margin. Form and content should be
checked carefully to exclude the need for corrections in
proof. Authors will be charged for changes introduced
after the text has been set in type. After acceptation, all
manuscripts are subject to copy editing and will, if
necessary, be returned to the authors for questions to be
answered or for missing information to be supplied
before being sent to the printers. When extensive
corrections are necessary, authors are responsible for
having manuscripts retyped.
Manuscripts are peer reviewed by two or more referees.
All editorial decisions are final. Revised manuscripts
need to be submitted within 3 months from invitation to
revise. Otherwise, such revisions will be treated as new
manuscripts.

Organization of the manuscript
The title page should comprise: title of paper, first names
and last names of all authors; department, institution,
city zip code, country, the name of the corresponding

author with telephone and Fax numbers; e-mail address
for offprint requests and correspondence; any footnotes
referring to the title,  word count of abstract and text,
number of figures and tables, number of bibliographical
references.
An Abstract should precede the main text. For articles
(regular paper) and reviews, it should not exceed 200
words and must be divided into the following sections:
1) Objective - stating the hypothesis being tested; 2)
Materials and Methods – brief but specific to number of
subjects, how data were collected and what was done;
3) Results – the findings of the study with statistical
significance; 4) Conclusion.
For Short Communications, an abstract of not more than
100 words must be submitted and include: 1) reasons to
report; 2) what was unique and urgent to be reported.
In Short Communications, total text should not exceed
2000 words (including abstract and references), illus-
trations are limited to 3 tables and/or figures and bibli-
ography is limited to 15 references.
Three to five key words taken from Index Medicus
(Medical Subject Headings) should be supplied after
the Abstract for indexing purposes.
The Introduction should define the subject matter in a
few sentences and refer the reader to the most recent
reviews for information on earlier work on the same
subject. Historical details should not be given.
The Methods section should give clear, concise descrip-
tions of patients and/or laboratory animals concerned
and specify the equipment, chemical preparations and
methods used. A clear description of the statistical anal-
ysis employed should also be given.
The Results section should describe the outcome of the
study. Data should be presented as concisely as possi-
ble, if appropriate in the form of tables or figures,
although very large tables should be avoided.
In the Discussion, the conclusions inferred from the
results should be stated. The results should be dis-
cussed with reference only to the relevant literature.

Units and abbreviations
Radiation measurements and laboratory values should
be given using the International System of Units (SI)
(source: SI Units in Radiation Protection and Measure-
ments, NCRP Report no. 82 [August 1985]: “Now Read
This: The SI Units Are Here.” JAMA 1986; 255: 2329–
2339). Blood pressure should be given in millimeters of
mercury. Abbreviations should be spelled out at first
mention in the Abstract and again in the main body of
the text, e.g. cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). Laboratory
slang, clinical jargon, and uncommon abbreviations
should be avoided.

References
The list of References should only include works that
are cited in the text and that have been published or
accepted for publication. Personal communications
should only be mentioned in the text. References should
be numbered in the order in which they appear in the
text and listed in numerical order. Journal titles should
be abbreviated according to Index Medicus.
References should be styled as follows.
Examples:
Journal articles:
1. Grissom LE, Harcke HAT (1997) Ultrasonography

of nondevelopmental dysplasia of the hips.
Pediatr Radiol 27:70–74

Books:
2. Caffey J (1972) Pediatric X-ray diagnosis. Year Book

Medical Publishers. Chicago
Chapters in books:
3. Malaisse WJ, Lebrun P, Herchuelz A (1985)

Calcium regulation of insulin release:
In: Marmé D (ed) Calcium and cell physiology.
Springer, Berlin Heidelberg New York, pp 298–310

Tables
Tables should be typed in double-line spacing on sep-
arate pages and numbered with arabic numerals in the
order in which they are mentioned in the text. They
should be comprehensible without reference to the text.
Data from tables should not be repeated in the text or
figures.

Figures
All figures, whether photographs, graphs or diagrams,
should be numbered consecutively throughout and sub-
mitted on separate sheets. Plates or single figures may
either match the width of the column (8.6 cm), the entire
page (17.8 cm), or be 12.8 cm in width with the legend
at the side. The maximum height for a figure or plate is 24
cm, including the legend printed at its foot. All photo-
graphs and electron micrographs should be supplied as
high-contrast glossy prints trimmed at right angles.
If arrows, letters, and numbers are added to prints, they
must be of professional quality: alternatively, the
desired additions may simply be indivated on a trans-
parent overlay attached to the print.
Prints to be combined in plates, such as anteroposterior
and lateral views, should be the same height to
facilitate reproduction. They should correspond in
appearance to the original radiograph (i.e., showing the
bones white on a dark background, with the patient’s
right to the observer’s left, computed tomograms should
employ the “view from below”). Overlays may be used
to designate the significant points of the illustrations.
Color illustrations are accepted; however, the authors
will be expected to make a contribution towards the
additional costs (approx. 200 Euros per page).
Line drawings should be submitted as good quality
glossy prints. The letters should be at least 2 mm high
in the printed version. The inscriptions should be
clearly legible. Authors who submit a manuscript that
reports investigations on human or animal subjects must
have conformed to all requirements of the institution
and country in which the investigations were carried
out and a statement to this effect must be included in the
text. The author(s) must guarantee in the cover letter
that the reproduction of illustrations in which a patient
is recognizable is either approved by the patient him-
(her)self or his/her legal representative. In all  cases, the
eyes must be blocked out to prevent identification. The
journal assesses no page or publication charges except
for color plates and illustrations.

Author responsibility
Written permission must be granted by the publisher
and author to reproduce any previously published
figures, and any such material must be clearly noted and
its source given in the manuscript.

Offprints
Offprints may be ordered in lots of 100 at cost price,
provided the order is received with the corrected proofs.

Checklist of requirements

1. Send three copies of the manuscript and three cop-
ies of the original illustrations.

2. Double-space all parts of the manuscript.
3. Include a brief Abstract not exceeding 200 words

for a full paper or review,  and 100 words for a
short communication.

4. Give the complete address of the corresponding
author, including telephone and Fax numbers,
and e-mail address.

5. Include the electronic version of the manuscript
(disquette or CD).

6. Include Copyright Transfer Statement and a letter
signed by all authors stating that they agree with
the contents of the article.


