
 

Guide to Authors 

Aims and scope (Editorial Policy) 

The Journal of Mountain Science (JMS) is devoted to mountains and 
their surrounding lowlands _ ecoregions of particular global importance, 
with a particular emphasis on the Tibetan Plateau and its adjacent high 
mountains, the Himalayas. 

JMS mainly publishes academic and technical papers concerning 
environmental changes and sustainable development in mountain areas 
under natural conditions or / and with the influence of human activities. 
And it also accepts book reviews and reports on mountain research and 
introductions to mountain research organizations.  

This journal pays particular attention to the relationships between 
mountain environment changes and human activities, including the 
processes, characteristics and restoration of mountain ecosystem 
degradation; dynamic processes, and the theory and methods of 
controlling mountain hazards, such as debris, landslides and soil erosion; 
the protection and development of special mountain resources; culture 
diversity and local economic development in mountain regions; and ethnic 
issues and social welfare in mountain areas. 

Academic papers should display universal, strategic and innovative 
characteristics in both theory and practice. Technical papers should report 
on development programmes, project planning and community actions. 
We especially welcome the papers which emphasize the application of 
new technologies, such as GIS and remote sensing, in mountain research 
and development, and the papers on new concepts and new methods 
deriving from disciplinary, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research.    

General guideline 

JMS only accepts original papers that have never been published in 
English in any form.  

Manuscript should be written in good and easily-understood English 
with a definite theme and concise contents. Authors of each paper are 
suggested to recommend two reviewers at least. 

Manuscript should be provided in electronic format (in Microsoft 
Word), sent by e-mail or mailed with a disc. Manuscript is required with 
single spacing and 10-point type in A4 papers. Authors from China are 
required to provide a Chinese copy for an easy understanding and 
convenient revision. 

The metric system should be applied for all the measures. Numerical 
values should be identical with the international system of units. 

The names of places should be transliterated into the phonetic alphabet 
form that is officially regulated by the country where the research has been 
conducted. The author should also provide the latitude and longitude for 
the places in the text (preferably in the part of “Study Area”). A formal 
letter of authorization should be provided for all the photos, figures and 
tables, which have obtained copyright. 

The first page of the manuscript includes title, author’s name 
(Capitalized family name and the first letter of given name), author’s 
institution, mailing address (including email address) and special fields of 
interests. If there are 2 or more authors, the corresponding author should 
be identified. Otherwise, communication will be with the first author.  

Please do not embed figures and tables (including appendix) in the 
text but send them separately. They should be mentioned in the appropriate 
places in the text, and each numbered consecutively throughout. 

Figures (photographs, graphs and diagram) should be in high quality, 
and the preferred figure format is TIFF. The TIFF should be saved at a 
minimum resolution of 600 dpi (dots per inch) at final size. (TIFF file, 
especially those containing color, can be very large; use LZW compression 
if possible, as this can greatly reduce the file size.) This journal will 
reserve the right to charge the costs of making figures. Figure legends 
should be related to figures or plates, and they should be placed outside 
the figures or plates, NOT inside. The size of all letters and symbols 
should be appropriately fitting figures. The plate number and author’s 
(photographer) name should be placed below or on side of plates. 

Tables are required to be edited in Microsoft Word easily, i.e., they 
should NOT be in picture format. Table titles should be concise and 
exactly explain what the table shows.  

The references are listed by the “author-publishing year” 
system. 

When a reference is cited in the text, the author(s) name(s) 
should be given if there are one or two authors. If there are more 
than two authors, et al. is added after the first author. The year of 
publication should be indicated after the author(s) name(s), for 
example, (ZHANG et al. 2000). If a same author has more than 
one paper cited in one year, a, b, c … should be added after year of 
publication, for example, (GUO 2001a). 

References are listed after the text, arranged according to the 
order of the first letter of authors’ family names (Family name is 
before given name). The year of publication, the volume number 
of journals, the page range, the place of publication and the name 
of the publisher for each book cited should be provided in the 
references. For Non-English publication, the language should be 
marked at the end. All the items in reference should be shown as 
complete unabbreviated source citation except for author’s name. 
All the listed references should be cited in the text. 

Please refer to the following examples for the reference 

1. Book or monograph  
HAO Feng, QUAN Jian, YANG Zisheng, et al. 2000. Land 

Resources of Yunnan. Kunming, China: Yunnan Science and 
Technology Press. Pp. 60~420. (In Chinese) 

2. Thesis 

DeConto, R. M. 1996. Late Cretaceous Climate, Vegetation, 
and Ocean Interactions: an Earth System Approach to Modeling an 
Extreme Climate. PhD thesis, University of Colorado, Boulder, 
Colorado.  

3. Paper from a proceedings or monograph 

Smaling, E. M. A., Nandwa, S. S. and Janssen, B. H. 1997. 
Soil Fertility in Africa is at Stake. In: Buresh, R.J. et al. (eds.), 
Replenishing Soil Fertility in Africa. SSSA Special Publication No. 
51. Wisconsin, USA. Pp. 47~61. 

4. Paper from a serial publication   

Berga, L., Sirir, D. and Ebanyata, P. 2001b. Effect of Soil 
Amendments on Bacterial Wilt Incidence and Yield of Potatoes in 
Southwest Uganda. African Crop Science Journal 9: 267~278. 

SHI Yafeng. 2001. Estimation of the Water Resources Affected 
by Climatic Warming and Glacier Shrinkage before 2050 in West 
China. Journal of Glaciology 23(4): 333~341. 

Specific guidelines for academic paper 

An academic paper usually has no more than 50000 characters, 
including title, abstract, keywords, author’s address, reference, 
figures, tables and blank spaces, and with less than 5 figures and 
as few tables as possible. 

Title is usually required within 100 characters (including blank 
spaces). Abstract should be less than 3000 characters with no 
tables.  

Academic papers usually contain no color photos and figures. 
The Editorial Office of the journal has right to use or not to use 
color photos and/or figures.  

Author(s) must be responsible for checking and examining all 
the numerical values, written text, figures and tables and 
references, as well as non-English citation and names.    

Specific guidelines for technical paper 

The requirements for technical paper are basically same as 
those for academic paper, but a technical paper has less than 
30000 characters; if it’s of more local significant, its techniques 
and methods should be easily reproduced. 

There is no regulation for written style, but it must be easy to 
understand and suitable for all readers in different fields and 
professions. 
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