
Objective and Scope
Journal of Surfactants and Detergents publishes scientific contri-
butions in the surfactants and detergents arena. This includes
the basic and applied science of petrochemical and oleo-
chemical surfactants, the development and performance of
surfactants in all applications, as well as the development and
manufacture of detergent ingredients and their formulation
into finished products. Manuscripts involving performance,
test method development, analysis, and the environmental
fate of surfactants and detergent ingredients are welcome.
Submission of a research paper to JSD implies that the work is
based on original research, has not been published previously,
and is not intended for publication elsewhere. Likewise, pa-
pers accepted for publication or published in JSD may not be
resubmitted or reproduced in whole or in part without the
written permission of the Editor-in-Chief of JSD or the
Publications Director of AOCS Press.

Manuscripts may be submitted for publication as articles
or letters to the editor. Technical articles can vary in length
depending on the scope of the study provided they adhere to
the required format (see below). Preliminary data are not ac-
ceptable, and fragmentation of related results into several re-
ports is discouraged. Letters to the Editor are intended for
discussion or reinterpretation of published data as well as for
presentation of novel hypotheses. JSD also publishes Reviews
on timely topics. Authors are encouraged to consult with the
Review Editor before submitting a Review.

Submission of Technical Manuscripts
Three complete copies of any manuscript should be submit-
ted to AOCS Press, 2211 W. Bradley Ave., P.O. Box 3489,
Champaign, IL 61826-3489 USA. Technical articles should
be identified as such and addressed to the attention of Russ
Elms, Technical Editor of JSD, at the AOCS Press address
above. Submission of a manuscript to JSD implies that all au-
thors have substantially contributed to the paper and have
approved the manuscript as submitted. The principal inves-
tigator is expected to certify this in a cover letter or (prefer-
ably) to sign the submission and transfer of copyright forms.
These forms may be downloaded from the AOCS Press web
site at www.aocs.org/press/forms_jsd.pdf.

The initial submission of the manuscript must be accom-
panied by a PDF file for faster processing. Please refer to the
Computer Disk Preparation section for details. Manuscripts
must be typed double-spaced throughout on good-quality, stan-
dard-size paper (i.e., 8.5 × 11 inches or 21.5 × 28 cm). Use
line numbering on all pages after the title page so reviewers
and editorial staff can refer easily to specific lines and pages
in the text. Complete manuscripts plus one additional set of orig-
inal figures should be submitted. Authors must also provide
copies of related papers that have been submitted for publication or
are in press elsewhere.

Authors are invited to suggest reviewers.
Revised manuscripts are to be returned within three

months or they will be considered new submissions.

Preparation of Manuscripts
Manuscripts must be written in clear and concise English
(U.S. spelling). Authors are expected to follow the JSD
“Guide for Authors” in detail and to consult a recent issue
of JSD for the format of headings, legends, and references
and for the layout of tables, schemes, and artwork. The au-
thors’ efforts to present their work concisely and clearly en-
sure effective communication with the reader; they usually
also determine the time it takes to review, edit, and publish
a paper. The Technical Editor reserves the right to return,
without review, manuscripts that do not meet language and format
requirements or are not accompanied by phone and/or fax numbers
and a complete mailing address.

Title Page (page 1)

The title should be specific and informative. The title (only
first letter of major words capitalized) is not to exceed 100
spaces. Abbreviations should not be used in the title.
Carefully chosen titles are essential for indexing and for
computerized retrieval purposes.

The byline lists the authors’ names and affiliation(s) (first
letter of major words capitalized). The bylines for Articles
and Communications follow the title. Letters to the Editor carry
the byline at the end of the text. Authors may give their full
first name(s) or initials. Authors’ names in Cyrillic,
Japanese, etc. should be transliterated to conform with
Chemical Abstracts usage. An asterisk should follow the name
of the author to whom correspondence should be ad-
dressed. The authors’ names are followed by the name of
the institution where the work was done, including city, state,
postal code, and country. In publications originating from
several institutions, the names of all authors must be
marked with superscript, lowercase italicized letters to refer
to the institution (marked similarly) with which each author
is affiliated. Street addresses and e-mail addresses are not
listed in the byline but in the mailing address (bottom of
page 1 of the paper as printed) and in the asterisk footnote
(page 2).

A running title (all capital letters) not to exceed 50 spaces
should be provided. Authors are also asked to list up to 10
key words that can be used for indexing purposes.

For office use, the complete mailing address of the corre-
sponding author, including telephone and fax numbers and
(if available) e-mail address, should be given at the bottom
of the title page.

Footnotes (page 2)

The asterisk footnote gives the full mailing address of 
the author to whom correspondence should be addressed.
Abbreviations not commonly used are to be listed in alpha-
betical order and defined in an unnumbered footnote.
Please list all abbreviations you use.

All subsequent unnumbered footnotes are listed consecu-
tively below. Footnotes to the title page may include current
addresses of authors (if different from the address where
the study was undertaken) and may give street addresses of
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institutions if necessary. Grant support and fellowships
should not be listed in a footnote but in the Acknowledg-
ment(s) section.

Abstract (page 3)

For original research work, the abstract should state the ob-
jectives of the research, the experimental approach, the prin-
cipal new results, and the major conclusions. For original sub-
missions, abstracts are to be self-contained and suitable for
reproduction by abstracting services. The author should not
make reference to other parts of the manuscript, such as for-
mulae, footnotes, tables, or figures. Literature citations, if
necessary, should be given in full in the abstract (in brackets,
using the JSD format for references). Abbreviations are to be
used sparingly. Nonstandard abbreviations must be defined
in the abstract (abbreviation in parentheses) when first men-
tioned. Abstracts for Articles should not exceed 5% of the
length of the paper, or 250 words. Letters to the Editor are pub-
lished without an abstract.

Introduction (page 4)

For original research papers, the introduction should suc-
cinctly state the general purpose of the investigation in view
of related studies in the field. Extensive literature reviews
should be avoided.

Experimental Procedures

Headings should be chosen and sections arranged in a man-
ner that results in a crisp and succinct presentation.
Headings should be kept to a minimum. Letters to the Editor
usually do not have headings.

Descriptions of materials and experimental (including
statistical) methods should be concise but detailed enough
to enable other experts to repeat and extend the experi-
ments. Published methods should be referred to by litera-
ture citation of the original procedure and of pertinent
published modifications. Use of chemical formulae for sim-
ple agents is encouraged. Repetitive descriptions of similar
procedures should be avoided. The identity and purity of
new compounds must be adequately documented. Spectral
data and other physical characteristics of new compounds
should be listed concisely. Ratios of components, such as
mixtures of solvents, should be given by placing slashes be-
tween the component names and colons between the nu-
merals, e.g., chloroform/methanol/water (65:25:4, by vol).
Products and instruments should be identified by manufac-
turer’s name (city and state or city and country, in paren-
theses) particularly when reproducibility of the results with
substitutes is uncertain.

Results and Discussion

Results should be presented concisely. Discussion should
describe the relevance of the data, and should relate results
to other published studies and to current knowledge in the
field.

Conclusions or Summary

A separate “Conclusions” or “Summary” section is not ac-
ceptable. Conclusions should be included in the abstract.

Acknowledgment(s)

Financial support should be acknowledged using the word-
ing recommended by the respective granting agency.
Technical assistance and other help or advice may be ac-
knowledged briefly. Any conflicts of interest or financial in-
terests should be stated here.

References

References should be used to cite published work as well as
papers accepted for publication (“in press”). References are
quoted in the text in numerical order (arabic numerals, in
parentheses). Titles of journal articles and chapter titles in multi-
author books are to be included immediately preceding the name of
journal or book. When consecutive citations refer to the same
journal, the source abbreviation should be given in each case
(Avoid “Ibid.”). Each reference should refer only to one
source. References are to be typed double-spaced on a sepa-
rate page following the acknowledgments.

Literature citations are to conform to the following for-
mat when reference is made to articles in journals:

1. Turner, E.M., E. Miller, and D.E. Smith, Journal Article Title
Here, J. Biol. Chem. 250:108 (1975).

For references to articles in journals that do not use volume 
numbers:

1. Turner, E.H., Journal Article Title Here, J. Chem. Soc.:108
(1952).

For references to books:
1. Turner, E.H., and D.E. Smith, Enzymes, 2nd edn., Academic

Press, New York, 1964, p. 565.
For references to multi-author books:

1. Turner, E.H., Chapter Title Here, in Comprehensive
Biochemistry, edited by M. Florkin and E.M. Stotz, Elsevier,
Amsterdam, 1967, Vol. 28, p. 23.

For references to theses:
1. Turner, E.H., Fatty Acid Metabolism, Ph.D. Thesis,

University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1969, p. 12.
On-line periodicals:

1. Reeves, R., Journal Article Title Here, inform 13
[On-line]:898 (2002).

Internet sites:
1. National Institutes of Health, Site Title Here,

http://www.nih.gov/PHTindex.htm (assessed Jan. 2003).
Patents:

1. Levainas, P.N., U.S. Patent 4,012,295 (1977).
Proceedings and reports:

1. Clarke, J.A., and D.M. Yermanos, Article Title Here, in
Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference on Jojoba and Its
Uses, edited by M. Puebla, Hermosillo, Mexico, 1980, p. 261.

2. Elson, C.M., Sixth Prog. Rep. Canola Council Canada,
Canola Council of Canada, Winnipeg, Canada, 1980, p. 234.

3. Meadowfoam, Oregon Meadowfoam Growers Assoc., 2140
Turner Rd. SE, Salem, OR, 1982.

4. Keys to Chelation, Dow Chemical Co., Midland, Michigan,
1969, p. 1.

5. Blake, J.A., Vegetable Oil Fuels, ASAE Pub. No. 4-82, American
Society of Agricultural Engineers, St. Joseph, MI, 1982, p. 247.

Names of journals are to be abbreviated according to
Chemical Abstracts Service Source Index (CASSI), published by
Chemical Abstracts Service, P.O. Box 3012, Columbus, OH
43210. These abbreviations are identical to those used in
Chemical Abstracts. These abbreviations are to be used exclusively.

If it is necessary to refer to “unpublished data,” “personal com-
munication,” “manuscript in preparation” or papers “submitted
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for publication,” such citations should not be listed as references,
but are to appear in the text, e.g., (Turner, E.H., and D.E.
Smith, unpublished data). Authors will need to obtain writ-
ten permission to cite the unpublished work of others, and
copies of such correspondence should accompany the man-
uscript. Instead of using et al. in referring to authors in the
reference list, include all names.

Biography

A short biography of each author, describing the title, posi-
tion, education, and research interests, is required. It is sug-
gested that new authors examine previous issues of the
Journal of Surfactants and Detergents to view examples of this.
Biographical paragraphs should be one to four sentences
in length.

Tables

Tabular presentation of data should be used sparingly. Tables
should be concise. Tables should not be used as a depository
for data but rather as a means for data comparison.

Tables should be numbered consecutively with arabic nu-
merals; each table should be typed on a separate page.
Reference should be made to each table in the text, and its
approximate location should be indicated.

Tables should be set up in a manner to conform with the
dimensions of a printed column or page. Each table must
carry a descriptive heading. The table heading (first letter of
major words capitalized) together with the column headings
(with units of expression in parentheses) should make the
table intelligible in itself. Footnotes in tables should carry
letter designations (superscript, lowercase italics only) and
be sequenced by line rather than by column. Terms such as
“trace amounts” should be defined, and statistical data treat-
ment, if applicable, should be included. 

Figures and Schemes

Graphic material should be used to document information
that cannot adequately be described in the text. Figures and
schemes are to be numbered with arabic numerals. Each fig-
ure and scheme must be referred to in the text and its ap-
proximate location indicated.

Figures and schemes should be submitted as original ink
drawings or high-contrast, sharp, black-and-white glossy
prints (photocopies and slides are not acceptable as origi-
nals). Computer-drawn graphs must meet the same quality
standards as ink drawings and should be at least 300 dots
per inch (dpi) or equivalent in resolution.

For the clearest reproduction, authors should make
every effort to submit figures on disk. Authors doing so
should use the “Save As” option in their drawing applica-
tion and save artwork in one of the following formats: PCX,
JPEG, GIF, or Bitmap formats for the PC; or PICT, TIFF,
JPEG, GIF, or ChemDraw formats for the Macintosh. A hard
copy of the figure should also be provided. Halftone pho-
tographs (such as electron micrographs) must be of high
quality and should be provided also with each manuscript
copy to facilitate review. JPEG and GIF files need to be saved
in high-resolution format.

Figures without usable disk files will be scanned and cor-
rected if necessary. Figures larger than 21.5 × 28 cm are un-

acceptable. Figures should be a minimum of 3.5 inches wide
(the width of one printed text column). Schemes have no
minimum width.

If figure portions require shading (e.g., in bar graphs), use
patterns, not screens or shades of gray. All rules and lines
should be dark and clear enough to reproduce properly.

Each figure should be identified on its back by number
and authors’ names. In preparing figures and graphs, au-
thors should keep in mind that graphic materials usually
will be reduced to fit a single printed column or page.
Numbering and lettering should be by commercial letter-
ing set or equivalent and should be kept to a minimum.
Letters and symbols must be of appropriate size so they can
be read clearly after reduction. Before submitting a manu-
script, authors are encouraged to examine graphic material
that has been reduced to publication size to ascertain that
figure elements and letterings have been used in appropri-
ate proportions.

In figures, only the following symbols are to be used if
they are explained in the legend: ●●, ●, ■■, ■, ▲▲, ▲, ▼▼, ▼,
◆◆, ◆, ✩, ★. Keep symbol sizes proportional to the lettering.
Lettering should be consistent with JSD format, i.e., terms
such as cis, trans, n-hexane, in vitro, E. coli, should be itali-
cized; spaces should be used between numerals and dimen-
sions (30 min, not 30min); subscripts or superscripts should
be in reduced size; and no blank spaces should be left adja-
cent to slashes. Mathematical variables should be italicized.

Abbreviations in figures should conform to journal style
and must be consistent with those used in the text [mL, h,
min, s, d, P (probability), g (gravity), mp, bp, °C, kg, g, wt,
wt%, vol, ca., vs., mol%].

Legends to figures should contain sufficient information
to make each figure intelligible without reference to the
text. Legends should be numbered with arabic numerals
and should be typed on a separate page. If reference is
made in the legend (or text) to portions (panels) of a fig-
ure (e.g., A, B, C), the panels must be labeled correspond-
ingly.

Authors are responsible for obtaining permission from
copyright owners to reproduce material published previ-
ously, and they must acknowledge the source.

Structural formulae and schemes should be prepared
carefully. Structures should be numbered in boldface ara-
bic numerals. Within a scheme, the numbering should be
done from left to right, line by line, independent of the se-
quence of mentioning in the text.

Letter height should be at least 4 mm or 2% of figure width
for single printed column or 1% for double column.  The au-
thors should verify that the lettering is large enough to be read-
able if it is reduced and not so large that it overpowers the fig-
ure. Center lettering, such as axis labels, on the figure.
Reduced lettering should be used for subscripts and super-
scripts. Authors should try to keep lettering style uniform be-
tween figures and should use the same size in lettering figures.

Nomenclature

Authors are encouraged to follow agreed-upon recommen-
dations of nomenclature and to strive for conformity. Trivial
names often are shorter and more commonly understood,
but they may be used only after being introduced together
with the systematic names.
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Chemical nomenclature should conform with the prac-
tice of Chemical Abstracts (see “Index Guide,” 1977, and
“Supplement,” 1977–1979). Authors are also referred to The
ACS Style Guide: A Manual for Authors and Editors, published
by the American Chemical Society (1997), 1155 Sixteenth
St. N.W., Washington, DC 20036.

Equations and Formulae

In-text equations should be presented on one line, e.g., 
A = B/(C − D). However, equations intended to be displayed
on a line by themselves should be set display style, e.g., 

∆Hm
ln XCMC =                + c

2RT
[1]

format. Mathematical symbols are not to be confused with
abbreviations. An excellent discussion of this topic is found
on pages 150–151 of the aforementioned ACS Style Guide.

Enzymes should be identified by the name and EC num-
ber recommended by the Enzyme Commission. EC num-
bers should be given on first mention in the abstract and in
the text. Enzyme Nomenclature, Recommendations (1992) of the
IUPAC-IUB is available from Academic Press, New York and
London.

Isotopically labeled compounds should be identified by
the isotope number given as superscript prefix to the atomic
symbol of specific nuclides. In compound names and abbre-
viations, the symbol of the isotope, in brackets, immediately
precedes the name of the labeled part of the structure.
Isotopic deuterium substitution can also be indicated ac-
cording to Chemical Abstracts by the italicized, lowercase letter
“d” following the compound name.

Procedures for Accepted Papers
Two copies of the page proofs, original manuscript, and a
reprint order form will be sent to the corresponding author.
It is the authors’ responsibility to carefully check the proofs
for errors. One corrected copy of the proofs and the au-
thors’ response to queries, if any, are to be returned within
48 hours. Foreign authors are encouraged to return proofs
by fax or by overnight or two-day delivery. All corrections
should be listed on a separate typed page if possible.
Authors can be charged for changes made on the proofs
other than the correction of editorial and typesetting er-
rors. Authors who want to change their figures must iden-
tify the changes and submit a new original.

Page Charge Waiver: The Journal of Surfactants and
Detergents maintains relatively low subscription fees. These
fees are subsidized in part (1) by a limited amount of advertis-
ing in the News Section, and (2) by “page charges” to au-
thors. Authors who cannot afford page charges can request a
“page charge waiver” by writing to the Editor-in-Chief.

Reprint Waiver: The Journal of Surfactants and Detergents is
a “not-for-profit” publication. Waivers for reprints are not
possible. Offering free reprints to authors, regardless of their
financial situation, would require printing costs for reprints
to be defrayed by the subscribers and other authors.
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Computer Disk Preparation
File formats required for on-line peer review are different
from those required for accepted manuscripts. Electronic
files should be organized as follows: 

INITIAL SUBMISSION

Manuscripts must be accompanied by a computer file.
AOCS Press reserves the right to return any manuscripts not
accompanied by the proper electronic file(s) without re-
view. The file format required for fastest processing
through peer review is PDF (Acrobat). Authors who are un-
able to create a PDF file on their own should visit the Adobe
Create a PDF web site at https://createpdf.adobe.com/.
This service will create up to 5 PDF files at no charge.
Authors who do not supply PDF files should supply Word or
WordPerfect files for their manuscripts, per the instructions
in the Final Files section. Files supplied in this manner will
not be processed as quickly as those supplied in PDF.

FINAL FILES

Text and Tabular Material
To expedite copy editing and typesetting, authors should
supply Word or WordPerfect file(s) containing text, refer-
ences, and figure captions, and a table file containing tables
(if applicable). Please supply files for the figures only if the
figures are available in one of the approved graphic formats
listed below. Authors should always supply a clean hard copy
of any figures should scanning be necessary. Authors who
do not have access to Word or WordPerfect should use the
“Save As” option in their word processors to save a separate
copy of each file in RTF, or if that option is unavailable, then
ASCII (PC) or Text-Only (Macintosh) format onto a disk.

Approved Graphic Formats
Figures should be
• saved in Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat, or Freehand,

or 
• exported to one of the following formats at a high resolu-

tion: PDF, PCX, JPEG, GIF, or Bitmap formats for the PC; 
or PDF, PICT, TIFF, JPEG, GIF, or Chemdraw formats for 
the Macintosh. 

Graphic Formats to Avoid
While the following list is by no means comprehensive, it is
our experience that the following formats do not work be-
cause they are not designed for compatibility with typesetting
systems, or because they do not provide sufficient resolution
for print production. AOCS Press staff will scan any graphics
that are supplied in these nonrecommended formats.
• PowerPoint files containing photographs generally do 

not provide high-quality output and should not be sub-
mitted.

• SigmaPlot files.
• Graphics embedded in another text, e.g., Word or 

WordPerfect, document.
Questions about computer file preparation and formats
may be directed to the AOCS Press production manager
at publications@aocs.org.


