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The Journal of Cardiac Failure publishes peer-reviewed
manuscripts of interest to clinicians and researchers in
the field of heart failure and related disciplines. These
include original communications of scientific impor-
tance and review articles involving clinical research,
health services and outcomes research, animal studies,
and bench research with potential clinical applications to
heart failure. The Journal also publishes manuscripts that
report the design of ongoing clinical trials and editorial
perspectives that comment on new developments perti-
nent to the field of heart failure or manuscripts published
in other journals.
Published research must be in compliance with human
studies guidelines and animal welfare regulations.
Authors should indicate in the manuscript that human
subjects have given informed consent and that the institu-
tional committee on human research has approved the
study protocol. Similarly, they should indicate that stud-
ies involving experimental animals conform to institu-
tional standards.
Manuscripts

Submit in triplicate to: Barry M. Massie, MD, Editor-in-
Chief, Journal of Cardiac Failure, Court International,
240S, 2550 University Avenue West, St Paul, MN55114.
Manuscripts must be submitted on a disk, preferably in
Microsoft Word. Three double-spaced hard copy versions
of the final manuscript, free of handwritten alterations,
must accompany the disk. All components of the manu-
script must appear within a single electronic file: refer-
ences, figure legends, and tables must appear at the end
of the manuscript. The pages should be arranged and
numbered in the following order: title page, abstract, key
words, text, references, figure legends, and tables. Please
refrain from using end notes as references or automatic
list numbering because these features are lost in conver-
sion: simply type the reference number superscripted in
the text and type the reference list. Formatting, such as
Greek letters, italics, super- and subscripts, may be used:
the coding scheme for such elements must be consis-
tent throughout.
Original works will be accepted with the understanding
that they are contributed solely to the Journal of Cardiac
Failure, are not under review by another publication, and
have not previously been published except in abstract
form. Accepted manuscripts become the sole property of
the journal and may not be published elsewhere without
the consent of the Journal of Cardiac Failure. A form
stating that the authors transfer all copyright ownership
to the journal will be sent from the publisher when the
manuscript is accepted; this form must be signed by all
authors of the article.
Manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Cardiac Failure
will not automatically be returned to the authors. The
editorial office will be entirely responsible for proper
disposal of manuscripts so that confidentiality is pre-
served. Manuscripts and figures will be returned on
request. Please provide a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope for that purpose.
Submission Letter

The submission letter must include three statements:
(1) that there has been no duplicate publication or sub-
mission elsewhere of any part of the work (excluding
abstracts), (2) that all authors have read and approved
the manuscript, and (3) that there are no financial or other
relations that could lead to a conflict of interest.
If a potential conflict exists, its nature should be stated
for each author. When there is a stated potential conflict
of interest and the Editors consider that it may have rele-
vance totheaccompanyingpaper,a footnotewillbeadded
indicating the author(s)’ equity interest in or other affilia-
tion with the identified commercial firms.
Title Page

The title page should include a brief and descriptive title
of the article, a short title of less than 40 characters,
the authors’ names and academic degrees, hospital and
academic affiliations, acknowledgment of grants and
other support, and the name and address (including zip
code), telephone, fax and e-mail address of the individual
responsible for editorial correspondence.
All sources of financial support for the study should be
cited, including federal or state agencies, nonprofit
organizations, and pharmaceutical or other commercial
sources.
Abstracts

Each article should include a brief abstract of no more
than 200 words. The abstract should be structured with
the following headings: Background, Methods and Re-
sults, and Conclusions. In the Background section,
describe the rationale for the study. In Methods and
Results, briefly describe the methods and present the
significant results. In Conclusions, state succinctly the in-
terpretation of the data.
Key Words

Authors should supply a list of up to four key words not
appearing in the title, which will be used for indexing.
Text

The text should be organized as follows: Introduction,
Methods, Results, and Discussion. The Introduction
should describe the purpose of the study and its relation
to previous work in the field; it should not include an
extensive literature review. Methods should be concise



but sufficiently detailed to permit repetition by other in-
vestigators. Previously published methods and modifica-
tions should be cited by reference. Results should present
positive and relevant negative findings of the study, sup-
ported when necessary by reference to tables and figures.
The Discussion should interpret the results of the study,
with emphasis on their relation to the original hypotheses
and to previous studies. The importance of the study and
its limitations should also be discussed.
Acknowledgments

Acknowledgment of those who contributed to the re-
search or preparation of the paper should follow the text.
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quence according to standard Vancouver style, using
Index Medicus abbreviations for journal titles. The first
6 authors should be listed in each reference citation (if
there are more than 6 authors, “et al” should be used
following the sixth). Periods are not used in author’s ini-
tials or journal abbreviations.
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References should be typed superscripted and cited in
numerical order in the text and listed at the end of the
article in citation order. References to unpublished ma-
terials or personal communications should be cited in
the text in parentheses and include relevant researchers.
For further information about Vancouver reference style,
visit www.icjme.org.
Figures and Legends

Photographs should be submitted as black-and-white
glossy prints, not films or negatives, and should not
be mounted or trimmed. Mark lightly on the back, in
soft pencil, the lead author’s name, figure number, and
correct orientation (“top”). Lettering should be of ade-
quate size to retain clarity after reduction and should not
be done by hand.
Color illustrations are not accepted for publication unless
the author agrees to pay all costs associated with produc-
ing color art. The issue manager will provide a quote for
such costs (phone 314.453.4205).
Line art, including any graphics or charts, should be pro-
fessionally rendered or computer-generated, not hand-
drawn. It should be submitted with no gradations of
shading as they will not reproduce well. Use cross-
hatching or patterns where shading is necessary.
Legends should be supplied for each figure and should
be brief and not repetitive of the text. All figures should be
cited in the text and numbered in order of appearance. Any
source notation for borrowed figures should appear at
the end of the legend. Omit the magnification of any
photograph unless not generally apparent (as in an elec-
tron photograph). Legends should be double-spaced on
a separate sheet of paper with all abbreviations and sym-
bols appearing on the illustration described.
Figures may be submitted in electronic format. Images
should be provided in EPS or TIF format on Zip disk,
CD, floppy, Jaz, or 3.5 MO. Graphics software such as
Photoshop and Illustrator, not presentation software such
as PowerPoint, CorelDraw, or Harvard Graphics, should
be used to create the art. Color images must be CMYK,
at least 300 DPI, with a digital color proof, not a color
laser print or color photocopy (this proof will be used at
press for color reproduction). Gray scale images should
be at least 300 DPI and accompanied by a proof. Combina-
tions of gray scale and line art should be at least 1200
DPI and accompanied by a proof. Line art (black and white
or color) should be at least 1200 DPI and accompanied
by a proof. Please include hardware and software infor-
mation, in addition to the file names.
Tables

Tables should be comprehensible without reference to
the text and should not be repetitive of descriptions in
the text. Every table should consist of two or more col-
umns; tables with only one column will be treated as lists
and incorporated into the text. Cite all tables in the text,
number them in order of appearance, and provide a
short heading. Each table should be typed doublespaced
on a separate sheet of paper, using only horizontal rules.
Explanatory matter and source notations for borrowed
tables should be placed in the table footnote.
Permissions

To use tables or figures borrowed from another source,
permission must be obtained from the copyright holder,
usually the publisher. Authors are responsible for
applying for permission for both print and electronic
rights for all borrowed materials and are responsible for
paying any fees related to the applications of these
permissions. This is necessary even if you are an author
of the borrowed material. It is essential to begin the pro-
cess of obtaining permission early; a delay may require
removing the copyrighted material from the article.
Give the source of a borrowed table in a footnote and of
a borrowed figure in the legend. Use the exact wording
required by the copyright holder. Send copies of the
letter granting permission, identified by table or figure
number, along with the manuscript. Abbreviations should
appear in parentheses immediately after the term first
appears in the text.
Letters to the Editor

The editor invites brief letters commenting on papers
appearing in the journal and on other issues.
Page Proofs

Page proofs are sent from the publisher and must be
returned promptly to avoid delay of publication. Reprints
are ordered from the publisher at the time page proofs
are returned.


