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Instructions to Authors

1. General Instructions. Manuscripts are accepted by invitation of the Chief Editors. Authors
are encouraged to submit an outline of a prospective review to one of the Chief Editors, who
may, after consideration, issue an invitation. The Chief Editors are Dr. J. Thomas Hindmarsh,
Department of Biochemistry, Ottawa General Hospital, 501 Smyth Road, Ottawa, Canada
K1H 8L6, Phone: (613) 737-8312 Fax: (613 737-8315; E-mail:
jhindmarsh@ottawahospital.on.ca and Dr. David M. Goldberg, Department of Clinical
Biochemistry, Banting Institute, 100 College Street, Toronto, Canada M5G 1L5. Phone:
(416) 978-2638 Fax: (416) 978-5650; E-mail: david.Goldberg@utoronto.ca

2. Preparation of Manuscripts. Manuscripts must be typewritten and double-spaced. Roman-
times is the preferred typeface for printouts of manuscripts. Copies made by a clearly legible
duplication process are preferred. All pages should be numbered consecutively, starting with
the title page and including pages containing tables and figure legends. References, tables,
figure legends, and furnished art should be grouped together at the end of the manuscript to
facilitate processing.
Authors should write in clear, concise English. The responsibility for all aspects of
manuscript preparation rests with the authors. Extensive changes for rewriting of the
manuscript will not be undertaken by the Editor.
All manuscripts should be accompanied by an abstract not to exceed 200 words as well as a
list of key (indexing) terms. Three to six key words or terms not in the title will assist
indexers in cross indexing your article.
Published manuscripts are typically 25 to 100 printed pages in length.

3. Reference, Abbreviations.  The system of abbreviations to be used in the references is the
Index Medicus system. In the case of more than three authors, et al., should be used following
the third author’s initials. References should be arranged and punctuated as follows:

1. Daniel LW, Noseda A, Modest EJ, et al. Protein kinase C inhibition by ether analogues. Proc
Amer Assoc Cancer Res 1988; 29: 321.

2. McCormick F. ras Oncogenes. In: Weinberg RA, ed. Oncogenes and the molecular origins of
cancer. Pp. 125-45. Cold Spring Harbor, NY: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories Press, 1989.

3. Lazenby CM, Thompson MG Hickman JA. Elevation of leukemic cell intracellular calcium
by the ether lipid SRI 62-834. Cancer Res 1990; 50: 3327-30.

Italic or boldface type should be clearly indicated, and Greek or unusual characters should be
written plainly or explained by annotations. Simple fractional expressions should be written with
a slant line rather than in the usual manner, so that only a single line of type is required.

4. Tables. Tables should be used only when they can present information more efficiently than
running text. Care should be taken to avoid any arrangement that unduly increases the depth
of a table, and the column heads should be made as brief as possible, using abbreviations
liberally. Lines of data should not be numbered nor run numbers given unless those numbers



are needed for reference in the text. Columns should not be used to contain only one or two
entries, nor should the same entry be repeated numerous times consecutively. Tables should
be grouped at the end of the manuscript on separate sheets.

5. Figures and Graphs. Figures and graphs should be carefully prepared line drawings on plain
paper or camera ready micrographs or halftones. Symbols  (opens or closed circles, triangles,
squares) and lettering (typewriter labeling is not acceptable) should be compatibly sized for
optimum reproduction. Figures should be numbered in series and all captions should be typed
double-spaced on a separate sheet. Both figures and captions should be grouped at end of
manuscript.

It is the responsibility of the author to obtain permission to use previously published material.
Permission must be obtained from the original copyright owner, which in most cases is the
publisher.

Color reproduction in figures is possible provided the author bear all incremental charges. An
estimate of these charges will be given upon request. A letter acknowledging the author’s
willingness to defray the cost of color reproduction should accompany the revised
manuscript.

6. Formulas and Equations. Empirical and structural formulas and mathematical and chemical
equations should be arranged to fill adequately the width of a single or double column.
Subscripts and especially superscripts should be written with care and exponents should be
set up in a single line. All signs such as + - = < > should be spaced, but the components of
mathematical products should not be spaced. Organic structural formulas should be submitted
as copy suitable for direct photographic reproduction. Do not use structures when a simple
formula matter be carefully arranged and executed (preferably typewritten) with special
attention to corrections of symbols, location of subscripts, superscripts, and electric charges,
and the placing and close-up of single and multiple bond lines. Use a copy of the structure in
the text at the point of proper citation, but when originals are provided, group these at the end
of the manuscript. All furnished art must be complete. Compound numbers and other material
to appear in the copy should be lettered, not typewritten. This material will not be added to
original art.

7. Reprints. Forms and instructions for ordering reprints will be included with the galley proofs
sent to the authors.


