
Instructions for Authors

Legal Requirements

The author(s) guarantee(s) that the manuscript will
not be published elsewhere in any language with-
out the consent of the copyright holders, that the
rights of third parties will not be violated, and that
the publisher will not be held legally responsible
should there be any claims for compensation.
Authors wishing to include figures or text
passages that have already been published else-
where are required to obtain permission from the
copyright holder(s) and to include evidence that
such permission has been granted when submit-
ting their manuscripts. Any material received
without such evidence will be assumed to origi-
nate from the authors.
Manuscripts must be accompanied by the
“Copyright Transfer Statement”. The form 
can be obtained from springeronline.com/
journal/10096.
Please include at the end of the acknowledge-
ments a declaration that the experiments comply
with the current laws of the country in which
they were performed.
The editors reserve the right to reject manuscripts
that do not comply with the above-mentioned
requirements. The author(s) will be held respon-
sible for false statements or failure to fulfill
the above-mentioned requirements.

Open Choice Publication

In addition to the normal publication process
(whereby an article is submitted to the journal
and access to that article is granted to customers
who have purchased a subscription), Springer
now provides an alternative publishing option:
Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice
article receives all the benefits of a regular ‘sub-
scription-based’ article, but in addition is made
available publicly through Springer’s online
platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer
Open Choice, upon acceptance please visit
www.springeronline.com/openchoice to com-
plete the relevant order form and provide the 
required payment information. Payment must 
be received in full before publication or articles
will be published as regular subscription-model 
articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice
cannot be ordered for published articles.

Editorial Policy

The European Journal of Clinical Microbiology &
Infectious Diseases (EJCMID) is an interdis-
ciplinary journal devoted to the publication of
communications on infectious diseases of
bacterial, viral, fungal or parasitic origin. The
scope of EJCMID covers the pathogenesis,
diagnosis, epidemiology, therapy and prevention
of infectious diseases.
EJCMID publishes communications in the form of
articles, concise articles, editorials, reviews, brief
reports or letters to the editor. Articles serve to
present results of original research in the form of a
full-length study, whereas concise articles serve to
present such results in condensed form, or to pres-
ent preliminary findings or case reports of truly
exceptional interest. Brief reports present findings
of interest in a condensed format. Letters to the
editor comment on publications in EJCMID.
The language of EJCMID is English. Authors
whose native language is not English must
ensure that the language in the manuscript is
checked before submission for correctness of
grammar, syntax and usage. This must be
done by a native speaker of English who has
knowledge of the subject matter.

Manuscripts from all countries will be considered
for publication. EJCMID will only consider
original manuscripts that have not been published
previously or been submitted simultaneously for
consideration elsewhere in the same or substan-
tially the same form in English or in any other
language. As a rule, the opinion of at least two
reviewers will be sought before determining
whether a manuscript should be accepted,
rejected or returned to the authors for revision.
Authors submitting a manuscript may suggest four
or five potential reviewers who are acknowledged
to have expertise in the subject of the work. These
persons must not be or have been members of the
institution(s) of the authors or have been associ-
ated with them. The address, fax number, e-mail
address and area of expertise must be provided
for each person suggested. EJCMID will use such
recommended reviewers at its own discretion.
Authors are advised to prepare manuscripts in ex-
act accordance with the instructions given here.
Properly prepared manuscripts will be given priori-
ty in all stages of processing. EJCMID reserves the
right to make any formal changes and/or language
corrections necessary in a manuscript accepted 
for publication to ensure that it conforms with
EJCMID’s requirements. Authors have the oppor-
tunity to review any such changes in the proofs.
Unless otherwise stipulated, manuscripts sub-
mitted for a Current Topic section are treated 
as regularly submitted manuscripts, i.e. they 
are subject to all of the conditions mentioned
herein.

Authorship

EJCMID has adopted the following guidelines
on authorship drawn up by the International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Each
author should have participated sufficiently in
the study to take public responsibility for the
content. This participation must include concep-
tion and design, or analysis and interpretation of
data, or both; drafting the article or revising it
for critically important intellectual content; and
final approval of the version to be published.
Participation solely in the collection of data does
not justify authorship.

Submission of Manuscripts

Manuscripts should be submitted via e-mail to
ejcmid@compuserve.com along with the
following attachments: one copy of the
manuscript (including all tables and figures)
saved as a PDF file for reviewing purposes, the
cover letter, and a statement declaring that all
authors have seen and approved the version of
the manuscript being submitted.
If there is more than one author, the letter should
specify which author is responsible for corre-
spondence and proofs. Receipt of manuscripts is
acknowledged automatically by the editorial
office. Certain categories of manuscripts may go
directly to print without further communication
to the authors.

Format and Style

All sections of all categories of manuscripts
must be prepared electronically and formatted on
A4 (or 8 1/2 x 11”) paper with double-line spac-
ing. Twelve point Times New Roman typeface
should be used. Each section of all categories 
of manuscripts must start on a new page. Pages
should be numbered consecutively beginning
with the title page. Paragraphs should not be in-
dented. Text following headings and subheadings
should begin with a new paragraph. Taxonomic

names of organisms should be spelled out and
italicized on each use.
The title page should contain the following
items in the order shown: the full title (sentence
format and abbreviations should be avoided); the
first initials and last names of all authors (without
titles or degrees); the respective first initials and
last names of authors directly above each complete
address including the department, institution,
street name and number or post box, postal code,
city and country (without abbreviations). An
envelope symbol should be placed beside the
name of the author responsible for inquiries and
reprints, and this author’s telephone, fax and
e-mail details should be provided.
With the exception of standard abbreviations, ab-
breviations should be kept to a minimum in all
sections of a manuscript and be shown in paren-
theses alongside the unabbreviated expression 
on first use. Abbreviations may only be used to 
replace terms that are used more than five times in
a manuscript; they may not be used in the title, ab-
stract or subheadings. Numbers from one to nine
should be spelled out unless in a series, in paren-
theses or followed by a unit of measurement.
Numbers starting a sentence must be spelled out.
The commercial names of drugs must not be used.
Commercial names of other products should on-
ly be used if there is no other suitable term for
the products, and they should be followed by the
name, city and country of the manufacturer.

Categories of Manuscripts

The following details pertain to the format and
style of individual categories of manuscripts.
Authors are also encouraged to refer to published
examples in EJCMID.
Editorials should consist of the title page, text,
references, tables and/or figures (if any). Headed
subdivisions within the text are desirable but at
the discretion of the author.
Reviews should consist of the title page, abstract,
text, references, tables and/or figures (if any). Head-
ed subdivisions within the text are desirable but at
the discretion of the author. The abstract should
summarize in no more than 15 to 20 lines the con-
tents of the review and state any conclusions drawn.
Articles should contain the following sections in
the order shown: title page, abstract, introduction,
materials and methods, results, discussion,
acknowledgement (if any), references, tables
and/or figures (if any). The abstract should state
in no more than 15 to 20 lines the purpose(s) of
the study, basic procedures and main findings
and conclusions. Subheadings personal pronouns,
abbreviations and references should not be used
in the abstract. The introduction should outline
the purpose of the study, providing adequate back-
ground information. In the section on materials and
methods, sufficient detail should be given so that
experiments can be repeated; a reference suffices
for commonly used materials and methods. The
authors’ results only, without interpretation,
should be presented in the results section; results
presented in the tables and figures should not be
repeated unnecessarily in the text. The discussion
section should provide an interpretation of the
results in relation to findings of other investigators;
conclusions should be stated clearly.
Concise articles should contain the following
sections: title page, abstract, introduction,
materials and methods, results and discussion,
references, tables and/or figures (if any). The 
abstract should be no more than 5 to 10 lines in
length and present only the aim of the study, the
main findings and conclusions. The text should

European Journal of
Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases



have a maximum length of five typewritten pages.
There should be no more than 10 authors, 
15 references and two illustrations (2 tables or 
2 figures, or 1 table plus 1 figure).

Brief reports should not exceed three type-
written pages in length. A title page should be
provided. Headings and subheadings should 
not be used. There should generally be no more
than five authors, 10 references and one table 
or figure.

Manuscripts on new antimicrobial agents should
generally be in the form of a concise article;
however, the text should be brief and the emphasis
placed on tabular presentation of data. No limi-
tations are set on the number of tables or figures.
Only submissions that present a complete micro-
biological or pharmacokinetic characterization of
an agent should be in the form of an article.

Case reports should only be submitted to describe
cases of exceptional interest that represent new
and important findings. Straightforward case
reports should be prepared in the format of a 
brief report, as outlined above. Case reports
followed by a literature review should be in the
form of a concise article using the headings
abstract, introduction, case report and discussion;
a maximum of 20 references is permitted.

References

The list of references should only include works
that are cited in the text and that have been pub-
lished or accepted for publication. Personal com-
munications should only be mentioned in the text.
References cited in the text should appear in
normal typeface, separated by commas, within
squared brackets. In the reference list, references
should be numbered in the order in which they
appear in the text and listed in numerical order.
Journal titles should be abbreviated according to
Index Medicus. References should be styled as
follows with careful attention being paid to the
correct punctuation: 
Journals
Thys JP, Jacobs F, Motte S (1989) Quinolones in
the treatment of lower respiratory tract infections.
Rev Infect Dis 11 (Suppl 5):1212–1219

Books
Fenner FJ, White DO (1976) Medical virology.
Academic Press, New York, p 443

Multiauthor Books
Barry AL, Thornsberry C (1980) Susceptibility
testing: diffusion test procedures. In: Lenette EH,
Balows A, Hausler WJ, Truant JP (eds) Manual
of clinical microbiology. American Society for
Microbiology, Washington, DC, pp 463–474

Internet
Healthwise Knowledgebase (1998) 
US Pharmacopeia, Rockville,
http://www.healthwise.org. 
Cited 21 Sept 1988

Abstracts
Olivier C, Doit C, Moniot-Ville N, Bensalah A,
Laurent C, Birgen B, The French Study Group
(2001) Commuity – aquired bacteremia in
children: a one-year survey in France. In: Pro-
gram and abstracts of the 41st Interscience Con-
ference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemother-
apy. Abstract no. G-1525

References such as “personal communications”
or “unpublished data” cannot be included in the
reference list, but should be mentioned in the
text in parentheses: this also applies to papers
presented at meetings but not yet published or
accepted for publication. A date should be
given for both “personal communications” and
“unpublished data”.

If available the Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
of the cited literature should be added at the end
of the reference in question.

Example: Dyall KG (1998) Relative and non-
relative finite nucleus optimized double zeta
basis sets for the elements. Theor Chem Acc
99: 366-371 DOI 10.1007/s002149800025

Tables and Figures

Tables and figures should be numbered in Arabic
numerals. The word “Table” should be spelled
out in both the text and the legends, but the word
“Figure” should be abbreviated to “Fig.”. Each
table and figure must be referenced in the text
and appear on a separate page at the end of the
manuscript. The use of abbreviations in tables
and figures should be kept to a minimum, and
bold type should not be used.

Tables must be created using a computer; they
may not be submitted as photographs or draw-
ings. A legend must be provided above each 
table. All headings and data must be horizontal
and justified to the left column margin. Numeri-
cal data within each column should be justified
vertically to the decimal point. Capitalization
should be limited to abbreviations and the 
first letter of the first word of the legend, the
column headings and any text appearing in the
far left column. All abbreviations should be
spelled out at the end of the footnotes (see 
published examples).

Figures must be in the form of a black and white
photographic print with the figure number,
author’s name and an arrow indicating the top
pencilled on the back. Each set of figures should
be submitted in a protective envelope; figures
must not be mounted. Line drawings and lettering
must be of professional quality. Figures should
not be three-dimensional. Figures should not
exceed A4 in size, and items in a figure must be
of such a size that they are still legible when
reduced for publication. Lowercase letters (a, b
etc.) should be used to identify figure parts. If
illustrations are supplied with uppercase
labeling, lowercase letters will still be used in
the figure legends and citations. A list of figure
legends should be typed on a separate page;
symbol legends should be incorporated into the
figures.

Color illustrations may only be included if authors
agree to contribute to the cost of production.
The fee for this service is € 485 or US $ 534 plus
16% VAT irrespective of the number of illustra-
tions.

Electronic Submission of the Final Version

Please send only the final version of the article,
as accepted by the editors.

Text and figures must be sent as separate files.

Technical instructions for preparing your
manuscript

■ Text
The Word template is available:

➔ via ftp
Address: ftp.springer.de/
User ID: ftp
Password: your own e-mail address
– Directory: /pub/word/journals
– file names: sv-journ.zip or sv-journ.doc

and sv-journ.dot

➔ via browser
– http://www.springer.de/author/index.htm

The zip file should be sent unencoded. 

Layout guidelines
1. Use a normal, plain font (e.g., Times Roman)

for text.
Other style options:
– for textual emphasis use italic types.
– for special purposes, such as for mathe-

matical vectors, use boldface type.

2. Use the automatic page numbering function
to number the pages.

3. Do not use field functions.
4. For indents use tab stops or other commands,

not the space bar.
5. Use the table functions of your word proces-

sing program, not spreadsheets, to make tables.
6. Use the equation editor of your word proces-

sing program or MathType for equations.
7. Place any figure legends or tables at the end

of the manuscript.
8. Submit all figures as separate files and do not

integrate them within the text.

Data formats
Save your work in two versions:
1. RTF (Rich Text Format) or Microsoft Word

compatible formats
2. pdf (a single pdf file including text, tables

and figures)

■ Illustrations
The preferred figure formats are EPS for vector
graphics exported from a drawing program and
TIFF for halftone illustrations. EPS files must
always contain a preview in TIFF of the figure.
The file name (one file for each figure) should
include the figure number. Figure legends should
be included in the text and not in the figure file.

Scan resolution: Scanned line drawings should
be digitized with a minimum resolution of
800 dpi relative to the final figure size. For
digital halftones, 300 dpi is usually sufficient. 

Color illustrations: Store color illustrations
as RGB (8 bits per channel) in TIFF format.

■ General information on data delivery
Please send us a zip file (text and illustrations
in separate files) either:

➔ Via ftp ftp.springer.de
(to our ftp.server; log-in “anonymous”;
password: your e-mail address;
further information in the readme file on
the server)

➔ By e-mail (only suitable for small volumes
of data)

➔ or on any of the following media

– On a diskette [you may use .tar, .zip, .gzip (.gz),
.sit, and compress (.Z)]

– On a ZIP cartridge 
– On a CD-ROM 

Please always supply the following information
with your data: journal title, operating system,
word processing program, drawing program,
image processing program, compression program.

The file name should be memorable (e.g., author
name), have no more than eight characters, and
include no accents or special symbols. Use only
the extensions that the program assigns auto-
matically.

Proofreading

Authors should make their proof corrections on 
a printout of the PDF file supplied, checking that
the text is complete and that all figures and tables
are included. After online publication, further
changes can only be made in the form of an erra-
tum, which will be hyperlinked to the article.

Offprints

For all categories of manuscripts, the corre-
sponding author receives one copy of the printed
issue in which the manuscript appears. Offprints
of all categories of manuscripts can be ordered
at cost price, provided that the offprint order
form is returned together with the corrected
proof. When offprints are ordered at cost price,
authors are entitled to receive, in addition, a pdf
file of the work for personal use.


