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Mission and Scope of the American Cancer Society
and CANCER: The National Board of Directors of the
American Cancer Society adopted the following mission
statement November 9, 1994: “The American Cancer So-
ciety is the nationwide community-based voluntary
health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a
major health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives
and diminishing suffering from cancer through research,
education, advocacy, and service.”

CANCER is a peer-reviewed publication of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society integrating scientific information from
worldwide sources for all oncologic specialties. The objec-
tive of CANCER is to provide an interdisciplinary forum for
the exchange of clinically applicable information among
oncologic disciplines concerned with the etiology and
course of human cancer. CANCER accomplishes this objec-
tive by publishing original articles, as well as other scientific
and educational documents, that support the mission of the
American Cancer Society by facilitating the transfer of
knowledge from the laboratory to the bedside; contributing
to cancer prevention, early detection, diagnosis, cure, and
rehabilitation; and diminishing suffering from cancer.

Manuscript Types that may be submitted
include:

● Original Articles: scientific reports of the results of
original clinical research. The text is usually limited to
6000 words (25 double-spaced pages); including the
abstract, references, figures, and tables. Abstracts are
limited to 250 words.

● Accelerated Publications: A concise and timely presen-
tation of significant data, The text should not exceed
more 2,400 words, and no more than 20 references, and a
total of 4 figures and tables should be included. A manu-
script submitted as an Accelerated Publication will re-
ceive expedited peer review and publication. The Editor-
in-Chief must approve the expedited review.

● Book Reviews: Reviews of selected books in oncologic
medicine and surgery. Book reviews are generally so-
licited by the Editor.

● Review Articles: Review articles are generally solicited
by the editors, but we will consider unsolicited mate-

rials. A review article must be a timely, in-depth treat-
ment of an issue. In light of the limitation of space in
the journal, these articles must be no longer than 35
double-spaced typewritten pages, or 8000 words, in-
cluding all elements.

● Editorials: Editorials are generally solicited by the Ed-
itor and related to a manuscript in the same issue. They
represent opinions of recognized leaders in oncologic
specialities. Length should not exceed 2400 words and
no more than 20 references should be cited.

● Commentary: Presents a point of view of general interest
not related to an article in the same issue of CANCER.

● Communications: Are published on selected topics from
organizations such as the American Cancer Society, the
Commission on Cancer of the American College of Sur-
geons, and the American Joint Committee on Cancer.

● In Memoriam: Highlight the accomplishments of dis-
tinguished individuals for their contributions to oncol-
ogy.

● Letters to the Editor: Letters to the editor referring to a
manuscript published in CANCER within the previous
three months will be considered. The authors of the
original publication will be given the opportunity to
respond in the same issue of CANCER. They must not
exceed 400 words in length and must be limited to
three authors and five references. They should not have
tables or figures. Financial associations or other poten-
tial conflicts of interest must be disclosed.

● Case reports of single cases will not be considered.
Authors may submit a mini-review of the literature that
includes illustrative cases.

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Submit manuscripts according to the following reference,
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Uni-
form requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedi-
cal journals. Ann Intern Med 1997;126:36-47. The complete
document can be found at http://www.icmje.org.

Style: Prepare manuscript using American spell-
ing and grammar. Use the following source as a guide-
line for manuscript preparation and style: American
Medical Association Manual of Style, 9th ed.2
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Electronic Submission
PLEASE NOTE: Authors must submit corresponding au-
thor’s contact information, manuscript title, abstract, and
cover letter electronically using the Cadmus Rapid Review
System available at http://www.rapidreview.com. Au-
thors must also submit 2 hard copies to the Editorial
Office.

When submitting using Rapid Review, authors have two
options:

1) Submit the entire manuscript (text, figures, tables, ref-
erences, etc.) online via the website, allowing the sys-

tem to generate a review quality PDF for use by the
Editorial Office. Additionally, authors must send two
hard copies of the entire manuscript, along with pub-
lication quality figures, copyright transfer form, and a
disk to the Editorial Office directly.

2) Submit contact information only online and send two
hard copies of the entire manuscript, along with pub-
lication quality figures, and a diskette to the Editorial
Office directly.

Manuscripts may not be submitted by email.

The Checklist for Authors must be completed, signed
by the corresponding author, and submitted with the hard

CANCER

Checklist for Authors

This checklist must be completed, signed by the
corresponding author, and submitted with the
manuscript. Please see Instructions to Authors for
details related to this checklist.

Please check each item that has been com-
pleted.

❑ Submit electronically via Rapid Review
❑ Two copies of the manuscript (Manuscripts

must be no longer than 25 pages or 6000 words
including all elements) by mail.

❑ 2. Diskette containing electronic version of
manuscript

❑ 3. Cover letter, including the submission state-
ment, ‘‘All authors have read and approved this
manuscript.’’

❑ 4. Two sets of tables

❑ 5. Two sets of figures

❑ 6. Title page, including name of each author,
academic degree, affiliation, mailing address,
telephone number, and if available, facsimile
number, and email address. Shortened title of no
more than 40 characters, including spaces.

❑ 7. Category (circle category): Original Article
(specify an anatomic site or a general topic),
Editorial, Commentary, Review Article, Commu-
nication, In Memoriam, or Correspondence.

❑ 8. Type is double-spaced throughout, ragged
right margin, 10- or 12-pitch.

❑ 9. Shortened Abstract of approximately two con-
cise sentences summarizing the significant find-
ings of the manuscript. Required for all submis-
sions except Tribute, Editorial, or Corre-
spondence.

❑ 10. Abstract with four specified subtitles. Re-
quired for all submissions except Editorial, Com-
mentary, Communication, In Memoriam, or
Correspondence. (Must also be entered in Rapid
Review). Key words/terms (4 to 10)

❑ 11. Reference in proper format, numbered in
order cited in text. All references listed in the
reference section are cited in the text and vice
versa.

❑ 12. Figures and tables in the required format. No
more than 10 figures and 6 tables.

❑ 13. ‘‘Authorship Responsibility, Financial Dis-
closure, and Copyright Transfer’’ form, signed by
each author. (1 original and 1 copy).

❑ 14. A statement detailing any potential conflict
of interest, and source of funding.
❑ Not applicable

❑ Each necessary permission statement signed by
the appropriate source.
❑ Not applicable

❑ A statement confirming that informed consent
was obtained from patient(s).
❑ Not applicable

I verify that the above information is correct and
that all required information has been included in
the manuscript submission package.

Signature of Corresponding Author Date

INCOMPLETE SUBMISSIONS MAY BE DELAYED
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copies of the manuscript along with the manuscript num-
ber.

Submit manuscript hard copies to:

CANCER Editorial Office
7707 Fannin Street
Suite 202
Houston, TX 77054.
Phone: (713) 558-8056
Fax: (713) 558-8069

MANUSCRIPT COMPONENTS
Manuscript Format: Two complete copies, including
cover letter, title page, abstract, text, references, figure
legends, publication quality figures, tables and a diskette
are required. The text is usually limited to 6000 words (25
double-spaced pages), including all elements. Print the
manuscript double-spaced on “81⁄2 � 11” or ISO A4 pa-
per, on one side of the page only, using standard 10- or
12- size font. Include page numbers, beginning with the
title page as number 1.
Title Page:

● manuscript title
● running title: a short version of the title (up to 40

characters)
● each author’s name, academic degrees and affiliation.
● complete mailing address, telephone, facsimile, and

e-mail for correspondence and reprints
● total number of each: (1) text pages, including title

page, references, and figure legends; (2) tables; and (3)
illustrations.

● Sources of support that require acknowledgment

Condensed Abstract: for use in the Table of Contents.
In approximately two concise sentences, state the signifi-
cant conclusion(s) or message the manuscript brings to the
reader. A condensed abstract must be provided for each
type of submission except a Tribute or Correspondence.

Abstract: Original and Review Articles must contain an
abstract of approximately 250 words with four specified
subtitles: Background, Methods, Results, and Conclu-
sion(s). Abstracts are not required for Tributes, Editorials,
Commentaries, Communications, or Correspondence.

Abstracts published in CANCER are submitted to the
International Cancer Research Data Bank (ICRDB), sup-
ported by the National Cancer Institute. This facilitates
broad circulation of cancer-related abstracts. If the
ICRDB edits an abstract significantly, it is indicated by a
notation: “modified.” Authors are hereby made aware of
this procedure in advance of submitting a manuscript to
CANCER.

Key words: Include 4 to 10 key words or terms to be used

as index terms. Use terms from the medical subject head-
ings list of Index Medicus.11

Text: Drugs: use generic name (or state generic name
followed in parentheses by trade name), name of manu-
facturer, city, and country of manufacturer.

Abbreviations: Use only standard abbreviations.2 A
subject that is to be abbreviated must be spelled in full for
its first use in the text, followed by the abbreviation in
parentheses.

AJCC/UICC TNM Classification and Stage group-
ing are to be used. If another staging system is stated,
the AJCC/UICC TNM equivalent must also be given.3,4

The stage grouping is a combination of the individual
T, N, M classifications (e.g., Breast Carcinoma Stage IIA
is T2 N0 M0. Please note IIA is the stage. T2 N0 M0 is
a combination of T, N, M classifications that satisfy the
criteria for Stage IIA.). Reference to any T, N, M com-
ponent is a classification and not a stage (e.g., the T2
classification); it is not correct to state the classification
as a stage (e.g., the T2 stage). When a stage or classifi-
cation is used in the manuscript, a reference citing the
staging system must be provided. The first time a stage
is used it must be accompanied by the T, N, M and the
verbal translation of the numerical identifier (e.g.,
Breast Carcinoma Stage IIA [T2 N0 M0]): tumor more
than 2 cm but not more than 5 cm in greatest dimen-
sion [T2], no regional lymph node metastasis [N0], no
distant metastasis [M0]).

References: Wiley’s Journal Styles Are Now in EndNote:
EndNote is a software product that we recommend to our
journal authors to help simplify and streamline the research
process. Using EndNote’s bibliographic management tools,
you can search bibliographic databases, build and organize
your reference collection, and then instantly output your
bibliography in any Wiley journal style. To download the
reference style for this journal, or to purchase a copy of
EndNote, go to the following URL: www.interscience.wiley.
com/jendnote

Technical Support: If you need assistance using End-
Note, contact endnote@isiresearchsoft.com, or visit www.
endnote.com/support

List references double-spaced in a separate reference
section immediately following the text. All references
must be verified by the corresponding author who sub-
mits the manuscript to CANCER. Follow the style of the
American Medical Association Manual of Style, 9th ed.2

for reference format and Index Medicus11 for standard
journal abbreviations (please see examples below). Num-
ber references sequentially in the order cited in the text;
do not alphabetize.
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Personal communication, unpublished observations,
and submitted manuscripts should not be cited. Refer-
ence to a paper accepted but not yet published is listed in
the reference section as “in press.” “In press” references
must be updated by the authors as soon as publication
data are available.

Provide names of all authors in a reference when
there are six or fewer; if there are seven or more authors,
list only the first three, followed by “et al.”

Journal references shall include the specified infor-
mation listed in the following order: authors, article title
and subtitle, journal abbreviation, year, volume number
in Arabic numerals, and inclusive pages.

1. Cohn KH, Ornstein DL, Wang F, et al. The significance of
allelic deletions and aneuploidy in colorectal carcinoma:
results of a 5-year follow-up study. Cancer. 1997;79:233-244.

Book references are listed as follows: authors, ti-
tle, edition (if other than the first), volume (if more
than one), city, publisher, year.

2. Givan AL. Flow cytometry: first principles (2nd edition). New
York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2001.

When referencing a book chapter, the order changes
as follows: authors of the chapter, title of the chapter,
“In:” editors/authors of the book, title of the book, edi-
tion (if there are more than one), volume (if there are
more than one), city, publisher, year, and inclusive pages
of the chapter.

3. Luketich JD, Ginsberg RJ. Diagnosis and staging of lung
cancer. In: Johnson BE, Johnson DH. Lung cancer. New
York: Wiley-Liss, Inc., 1995:161-73.

References to a source in an electronic format
should include the type of medium (such as “computer
program” or “monograph on CD-ROM”), the version
used, and the supplier. References to online sources
should include the type of medium (such as “serial on-
line” or “monograph online”), the date of that specific
reference (if applicable), the uniform resource locator
(URL), and the date that the source was accessed. A
source accessed online should always be referenced ac-
cordingly, even if it is also published in printed form.

4. Nakamura S, Yao T, Aoyagi K, Ikda M, Fujishima M,
Tsuneyoshi M. Helicobacter pylori and primary gastric lym-
phoma: a histopathologic and immunochemical analysis of
237 patients. Cancer [serial online] 1997;79:3-11. Available
from URL: http://www.interscience.wiley.com/cancer [ac-
cessed Dec 1, 1998].

Authors are responsible for the accuracy and com-
pleteness of their references and for correct text citation.

Tables:

● Authors should limit tables to those that adequately and
concisely present their findings without redundancy.

● Tables are numbered consecutively, using Arabic nu-
merals, in the order cited in the text. The table number
is followed by a brief descriptive title. Table should be
double-spaced.

● Horizontal rules are used only to separate headings;
vertical rules are not used. number and “continued,”
and repeat table subheadings.

● Abbreviations used in the table must be defined in a
footnote to the table. Permission must be obtained to
reproduce previously published tabular material.

Figures and Figure Legends:

● Publication quality figures should be submitted
● Number all illustrations sequentially with Arabic nu-

merals in pencil on the back of each figure of every set,
in the order cited in the text

● On a separate page, all legends are double-spaced and
include the figure number and a brief description of the
illustration.

● Submitted illustrations are returned to the correspond-
ing author only if accompanied by a postage paid, self-
addressed envelope.

● Color or black-and-white photographic prints must be
glossy and provide sharp contrast,

● Color illustrations are printed and published online
free of charge at the discretion of the editor.

● Patient identification must be masked in photographs;
otherwise, a signed permission statement is required
(please see Permissions section).

● Permission must be obtained to reproduce previously
published illustrative material. Credits for the repro-
duced work are included in the figure legend and must
include author(s), title, either publisher and city (and
country, if other than US) or periodical name, volume,
page, and year.

● For information on preparing figures for Cadmus Rapid
Review electronic submission, please go to:
http://cjs.cadmus.com/da

AUTHORS’ PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL
RESPONSIBILITIES
Should possible scientific misconduct or dishonesty in
research submitted for review by the journal be sus-
pected or alleged, CANCER reserves the right to forward
any submitted manuscript to the sponsoring or funding
institution or to other appropriate authorities for inves-
tigation. CANCER recognizes the responsibility to ensure
that the question is appropriately pursued, but does not
undertake the actual investigation or make determina-
tions of misconduct. The author will be notified if CAN-
CER forwards any manuscript or materials to the spon-
soring or funding institution.

Authorship:
Authorship Responsibility, Financial Disclosure, Copy-
right Transfer: Each author should have participated
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sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for
the content. Authorship credit should be based only on
substantial contributions to (a) conception and design, or
analysis and interpretation of data; and to (b) drafting the
article or revising it critically for important intellectual
content; and on (c) final approval of the version to be
published. Conditions (a), (b), and (c) must all be met.

Each author must read and sign the statements on I.
Authorship Responsibility, Criteria, and Contributions, II.
Financial Disclosure, and III. either Copyright Transfer or
Federal Employment. In addition, the corresponding au-
thor must sign (IV) the Acknowledgment statement. If
necessary, photocopy this document to distribute to co-
authors.

The number of authors should not exceed 10. How-
ever, group authorship may be used in any of the follow-
ing three formats as appropriate: (1) Authorship may be
attributed to an entire group (e.g., Pediatric Oncology
Group) when all members of the group meet the criteria
for authorship outlined below. In this case, the name of
the group is located with the manuscript title in the place
of authors; the name of each member of the group is
listed in a footnote and his/her authorship acknowl-
edged. Each member of the group must sign the “Author-
ship Responsibility, Financial Disclosure, and Copyright
Transfer” form. Each of the authors and each member of
the group must sign the “Authorship Responsibility, Fi-
nancial Disclosure, and Copyright Transfer” form. (3)
When specified authors assume responsibility for an en-
tire group (e.g., Jane E. Doe, John L. Smith, Mark F. Jones
for the Pediatric Oncology Group), only the specified
authors must meet the criteria for authorship outlined
below, and they are listed with the manuscript title. All
members of the group may be listed in a footnote but are
not acknowledged as authors. In this case, the corre-
sponding author must state in the cover letter that she/he
has written permission from each group member to list
her/his name as a member of the group.

CANCER ’s “Authorship Responsibility, Financial
Disclosure, and Copyright Transfer” form is in every
January 1 and July 1 issue, and is available online
at http://www.interscience.wiley.com/cancer. Authors
should use the online or the most current publication.
Each author is required to read and sign the form. The
CANCER Editorial Office must receive an original signa-
ture of each author.

Cover Letter to Accompany the Submitted Manu-
script: A cover letter must accompany the manuscript
and include the complete title and category (e.g., Accel-
erated Publication, Tribute, Editorial, Commentary, Re-
view Article, Original Article, Communication, Corre-
spondence). The designated corresponding author of an
original article should suggest a specific anatomic site or
general topic best suited for the original article. The state-

ment “All authors have read and approved the manu-
script” must be included in the cover letter. Although
reviewer selection is ultimately the decision of the Editor-
in-Chief, authors are encouraged to provide the names,
addresses, telephone numbers, facsimile numbers, and
e-mail addresses of potential reviewers. The correspond-
ing author provides the complete address, telephone and
facsimile numbers, and e-mail address to which commu-
nications regarding the manuscript should be directed.
Written notification of any change in the designated cor-
responding author, address, telephone or facsimile num-
ber, or E-mail address must be directed promptly to the
CANCER Editorial Office. This information must also be
provided online at http://www.rapidreview.com.

Informed consent: A statement, submitted with the
cover letter, is required with any report of investigations
involving human subjects confirming that informed con-
sent was obtained from the subject(s) and/or guardian(s).
Also state clearly in the manuscript that informed con-
sent was obtained.

Style: Use the following sources as guidelines for
manuscript preparation and style: American Medical As-
sociation Manual of Style, 9th ed.2 for matters of spelling,
capitalization, punctuation, hyphenation, and general
style; “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted
to Biomedical Journals”1 for the format of references;
American Joint Committee on Cancer Staging Manual, 5th
ed.3 or UICC TNM Classification of Malignant Tumours4

for citing the stage of a cancer; World Health Organiza-
tion International Histological Classification of Tumours5

for histologic classification of tumors; USP Dictionary of
USAN and International Drug Names, 1997 6 for naming
drugs; Naming and Indexing of Chemical Substances for
Chemical Abstracts7 for uses of chemical terms; ICD-O:
International Classification of Diseases for Oncology, 2nd
ed.,8 Physicians’ Current Procedural Terminology: CPT,
1995,9 and SNOMED International10 for terms relating to
diseases, operations, and procedures; Cancer Treatment
Reports11 for presenting statistical material; and Index
Medicus12 for abbreviating journal titles in references.
Système International (SI) or metric system of measure is
acceptable.

Permissions for Use of Previously Published or
Copyrighted Material or Photographs with Identifiable
Patients: Information reproduced from another source
must be properly cited. It is the responsibility of the
corresponding author to obtain written permission from
the appropriate authors and/or copyright holders to use
previously published or copyrighted material. Signed
permission statements from the copyright holder must
be submitted to the Editorial Office with any manuscript
containing reproduced materials. The corresponding au-
thor is requested to obtain permission for both print and
electronic media. Permission statements also must be
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obtained from at least one author when citing unpub-
lished data, in press articles, and/or personal communi-
cations. Permission forms may be obtained by contacting
the Editorial Office or online at www.interscience.wiley.
com/cancer.

In photographs, sonograms, CT scans, etc., the phys-
ical identification of a patient should be masked when-
ever possible. However, if a patient is identifiable, written
permission to use the photograph must be obtained from
the patient or guardian and submitted with the manu-
script. Clearly state in the manuscript that informed con-
sent has been obtained.

Randomized Controlled Trials: Reports of Random-
ized Controlled Trials (RCTs) must state explicitly how
the comparison groups were generated, so that readers
will be able to assess the method of randomization; and
in the title, précis, and abstract specify that the manu-
script is a report of an RCT. When an RCT is submitted,
the authors should refer to the “Checklist for Authors
Submitting Randomized Controlled Trials to JAMA.”13

Proofs to Author. Page proofs for accepted manu-
scripts are sent via email to the corresponding author
from the Publisher, John Wiley & Sons, Inc. The corre-
sponding author must return all proofs within 48 hours
and limit changes to corrections of typographical errors
and errors in the presentation of data. Correspondence
regarding proofs should be directed to Adrianne Cook,
CANCER Production Editor, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111
River St., Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA. Telephone: (201) 748-
8870; Facsimile: (201) 748-6825; E-mail: acook@
wiley.com.

Reprints. A form for ordering reprints is forwarded to
the corresponding author with the page proofs. To re-
quest additional forms, contact the Reprints Department
of the Publisher, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River St.,
Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA. Telephone: (201) 748-8771;
Facsimile: (201) 748-6021; E-mail: cwoods@wiley.com.

Copying. © 2002 American Cancer Society. All
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in any form or by any means, except as
permitted under section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United
States Copyright Act, without either the prior written
permission of the publisher, or authorization through
the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) Transactional
Reporting Service, provided that the base fee of $10.00
per copy is paid directly to CCC, 222 Rosewood Drive,
Danvers, MA 01923 USA, ISSN 0008-543X/02/$10.00.

For authorization for other kinds of copying, contact
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Permissions Department,
111 River St., Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA. Telephone:
(201) 748-6011; Facsimile: (201) 748-6008; E-mail:
permreq@wiley.com.

Communications to the Publisher. For business in-
quiries, subscription information, orders, or changes of
address, contact John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River St.,
Hoboken, NJ 07030, USA; or call (201) 748-6995 (toll-free
1-800-511-3989); Facsimile: (201) 748-6021; E-mail:
subinfo@wiley.com.
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