
Dead Sea Discoveries 
brill.com/dsd 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 5 February 2019  page 1 of 6 

Scope 
 

Dead Sea Discoveries (DSD) is an international journal dedicated to the study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and 

associated literature. The journal is primarily devoted to the discussion of the significance of the finds in 

the Judean Desert for Biblical Studies, and the study of early Jewish and Christian history. Dead Sea 

Discoveries has established itself as an invaluable resource for the subject both in the private collections 

of professors and scholars as well as in the major research libraries of the world.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you have 

read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can be found 

here: brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf.  

 

Online Submission  
 

Dead Sea Discoveries uses online submission only.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via 

the Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/dsd. First-time users of 

EM need to register first.  Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter 

the information requested.  

When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon successful registration, you 

will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you should forget your 

Username and Password, click on the "Send Username/Password" link in the login section, and enter 

your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered it when you registered. Your 

access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided step by step through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
Dead Sea Discoveries uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do 

not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you 

submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which 

includes the full title of the manuscript, plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This 

page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not 

http://www.brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf
http://www.editorialmanager.com/dsd
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contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The name of these files should also 

be anonymized.  

Tables, illustrations and other figures should be uploaded as separate files. 

 

File Format 
Please upload the manuscript as a source file such as .doc, .rtf or .mellel. If your article contains non-

Roman scripts (e.g., Greek, Hebrew) or diacritics, please also submit a pdf file of the manuscript in which 

all non-Roman characters are displayed correctly. 

Tables should be submitted as Word files, and figures should be submitted in high resolution (300 dpi or 

higher) .jpg or .tif files. 

 

Contact Address 
For additional information or if you need help in uploading your manuscript please visit the author 

tutorial or online help links given at the right side of the log-in window. For remaining questions please 

contact the Executive Editor Molly Zahn, at: mzahn@ku.edu. For questions about Editorial Manager, 

authors can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language  
Manuscripts should preferably be written in English (British or American; spelling should be consistent 

throughout); contributions in French or German will occasionally be accepted. Articles in English should 

follow the guidelines of The SBL Handbook of Style, 2nd edition, for citations of ancient texts, 

bibliographical references, and abbreviations. Articles in French and German should approximate this 

style in as far as possible. 

 

Non-Roman Scripts 
For more information on handling non-Roman scripts, please a see the sections on the Brill website 

online on fonts and Unicode: 

brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_metrical_characters_unicode.pdf and special scripts and 

transliteration: brill.com/sites/default/files/author-

resources_special_scripts_and_transliteration_documents_overview.pdf.  Authors should use Hebrew or 

Greek functionally. The editor may remove unnecessary references to or quotations of Hebrew or Greek 

texts or words. Hebrew text (for example in quotations from the Hebrew Bible) should only be vocalized 

where the vowels are relevant for the discussion in the article.  

 

 

mailto:mzahn@ku.edu
mailto:em@brill.com
http://www.brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_metrical_characters_unicode.pdf
http://www.brill.com/sites/default/files/author-resources_special_scripts_and_transliteration_documents_overview.pdf
http://www.brill.com/sites/default/files/author-resources_special_scripts_and_transliteration_documents_overview.pdf
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Manuscript Structure 
 

Except for references to the Dead Sea Scrolls, accepted articles should follow the style of the SBL 

Handbook of Style (second edition), and, for cases of style that are not covered by the SBLHS, the Chicago 

Manual of Style; chicagomanualofstyle.org/contents.html.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Articles should include an abstract of 100–150 words, and a list of ca. 4 to 7 keywords. The abstract and 

keywords should always be written in English, regardless of the language in which the article is written. 

 

Headings 
Three levels of headings are usual. All are flush left: 

 

1 The First Level Heading is Bold  

They have two blank lines above and one below. 

 

1.1 The Second Level Heading is Bold Italics  

They have one blank line above and none below. 

 

1.1.1 The Third Level Heading is Roman 

They have one blank line above and none below. 

 

Bibliography 
The journal uses footnotes and a bibliography (reference list including all works cited in the notes) at the 

end of the manuscript. The bibliography should be formatted according to the SBL Handbook of Style, 

2nd Edition. References to online publications, including Pre-Published Journal Articles, should include 

the DOI (digital object identifier); see the SBL Handbook 6.1.6. References to bibliographical items 

written in Hebrew should use the non-Hebrew language title that appears in the book or journal, 

indicating the original language in parentheses. If such a non-Hebrew language title is not provided, 

transliterate the title. 

 

Citation in the Footnotes 
In the footnotes, use shortened citations, even at first mention. The short form should include enough 

information to remind readers of the full title or to lead them to the appropriate entry in the 

bibliography. The short form generally consists of the last name of the author and the main title of the 

work cited, usually shortened if more than four words, with, where appropriate, reference to specific 

page numbers. For the form of short citations see the examples in SBL Handbook, 6.2- 3, or the guidelines 

in The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition, 14.24-28. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/contents.html
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Book 
Magness, Archaeology of Qumran, 127–28. 

Hempel, Laws of the Damascus Document, 58. 

 

Journal Article 
Gayer et al., “New Join,” 139–40. 

 

Pre-published Journal Article 
Goldman, “Admonitions in the Damascus Document,” 387. 

 

Chapter in an Edited Volume 
Brooke, “Qumran Scrolls and the Demise,” 41. 

 

Bibliography 
Multiple bibliographic entries by the same author should be ordered from oldest to newest. 

 

Book 
Hempel, Charlotte. The Laws of the Damascus Document: Sources, Traditions and Redaction. STDJ 29. 

Leiden: Brill, 1998. 

Magness, Jodi. The Archaeology of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 

 
Chapter in an Edited Volume 
Brooke, George J. “The Qumran Scrolls and the Demise of the Distinction between Higher and Lower 

Criticism.” Pages 26–42 in New Directions in Qumran Studies. Edited by Jonathan G. Campbell, William 

John Lyons, and Lloyd K. Pietersen. LSTS 52. London: T&T Clark, 2005. 

 
Journal Article 
Gayer, Asaf, Daniel Stökl Ben Ezra, and Jonathan Ben-Dov. “A New Join of Two Fragments of 4QcryptA 

Serekh haEdah and Its Implications.” DSD 23 (2016): 139–54. 

 

Pre-published Journal Article 
Goldman, Liora. “The Admonitions in the Damascus Document as a Series of Thematic Pesharim.” DSD 

25 (2018): 385–411. DOI 10.1163/15685179-12341486. 

 

Dead Sea Scrolls 
References to fragment, column, and line numbers of Dead Sea Scrolls should follow these generally 

accepted systems:  

https://doi.org/10.1163/15685179-12341486
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1. In general, one should follow the system used in the later volumes of the DJD series: columns 

of manuscripts are indicated by capital Roman numbers, fragments and lines by Arabic 

numbers, and columns of fragments by small Roman numbers, all without commas. For 

example: 1Q22 I 5, 1Q36 25 3, 1Q27 1 ii 5.  

2. In the case of large “non-biblical” manuscripts, such as 1QS, 1QM, 1QHa, 1QpHab, 1QapGen, 

the Copper Scroll, and 11QTa, one should use the system of column and line both in Arabic 

numbers, separated by a colon. For example, refer to 11QTa 38:12–39:9 instead of 11QTa 

XXXVIII 12–XXXIX 9. One should also use this system for large Cave 4 and 11 manuscripts, if 

the number of columns in the manuscript is reconstructed by the DJD editors. For example, 

refer to 4QSc 5:1 instead of 4QSc V 1.   

 

DJD Editions 
Bibliographical references to contributions in DJD editions may be abbreviated as follows: E. Schuller, 

DJD 29:77–232.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly to the editor within the period 

requested.  

 

E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher.  

The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at any 

time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had 

any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-

archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 24 months. The accepted 

version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains all revisions made after 

peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s 

lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

Consent to Publish 

 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brill-open. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brill-open

